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OSBOBN*S ADYIOB TO A SON 

grounded on my single judgment, I 
have often been informed, that the 
first and wisest Earl of Pemfaroke, 
did return an answer to the Spanish 
ambassador, in Welsh, for which I 
have heard him highly commended. 

It is an aphorism in physic, that un« 
wholesome airs, because perpetually 
sucked into the lungs, do distemper 
health more than coarser diet, luied 
but at set times : the like may be 
said of company, which if good, is a 
better refiner of the spirits, than 
ordinary books. 

^ Propose not them for patterns, who 
make all places rattle, where they 
eome, with Latin and Oreek; for the 
more you seem to have borrowed from 
books, the poorer you proclaim your 
natural parts, which only can properly 

. be called yours. 

Fidlow not the tedious practice of 
such as seek wisdom only in leamii^f ; 
not attainable but by experience and 
natural parts. Much reading, like a 
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OSBOBN'8 ADYIOB TO A SON 

too great repletion, stopping up, 
through a concourse of diverse, some- 
times contrary opinions, the access of 
a nearer, newer, and quicker invention 
of your own. And for quotations, 
they resemble sugar in wine, marring 
the natural taste of the liquor, if it 
be good; if bad, that of itself: such 
patches rather making the rent seem 
greater, by an interruption of the 
style, than less, if not so neatly 
applied as to fall in without drawing: 
nor is any thief in this kind suffer* 
able, who comes not off, like a Lacede* 
monian, without discovery. 

The way to elegancy of style, is to 
employ your pen upon every errand; 
and the more trivial and dry it is, the 
more brains must be allowed for sauce : 
thus by checking all ordinary inven- 
tion, your reason will attain to such 
a habit, as not to dare to present you 
but with what is excellent; and if 
void of affection, it matters not how 
mean the subject is: there being the 
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OSBOBN'S ADYICB TO A SON 

Mine exactness observed, by good 
architects, in the structure of the 
kitchen, as the parlour. 

When business or compliment calls 
you to write letters, consider what is 
fii to be said, were the party present, 
and set down that. 

Avoid words or phrases likely to 
be learned in base company; lest you 
fall into the error the late Archbishop 
Laud did ; who though no ill speaker, 
yet blunted his repute by saying in 
the Star Chamber, men entered the 
ehurch as a tinker and his bitch do 
an alehouse. 

The small reckoning I have seen 
made, especially in their lifetime, of 
excellent wits, bids me advise you, 
that if you find any delight in writing, 
to go on: but, in hope to please or 
satisfy others, I would not black the 
end of a quill: for long experience 
hath taught me, that builders always, 
and writers for the most part, spend 
their money and time in the pur- 
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OSBOBN*S ADVICE TO A SON 

chase of reproof and eensure from 
envioas contemporaries, or self-con* 
ceited j^osterity. ^ 

Be not freqaent in poetry, how 
excellent soever your vein is, but 
make it rather your recreation, than 
business : because though it swells you 
in your own opinion, it may render 
you less in that of wiser men, who 
are not ignorant, how great a mass 
of Tanity, for the most part, coucheth 
under this quality, proclaiming their 
heads like ships, of use only for 
pleasure, and so richer in trimming ^ 
than lad^g. 

It is incident to many, but as it 
were natural with poets, to think 
others take the like pleasure in hear^ 
ing, as they do in reading their own 
inventions. Not considering, that the 
generalily of ears are commonly 
stopped with prejudice of ignorance: 
neither can the understandings of men, 
any more than their tastes, be w6oed 
to find a like savour in all things ; <xDie 
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approving what others condemn, upon 
no weightier an aooonnt than the 
single score of their own opinions. 
Yet some, like infirm people, make it 
the chief part of their entertainmenti 
to. show strangers their gouty lines; 
iU' which they do not seldom become 
Biore unhappy than those really dis* 
eased, who by such boldness do some* 
times hear of a remedy. 

^ The art of music is so unable to 
refund for the time and cost required 
to be perfect therein, as I cannot 

u.think it worth any serious endeavour: 
the owner of that quality being still 
obliged to the trouble of calculating 
the difference between the morose 
humour of a rigid refuser, and the 
dieap and prostituted levity and for- 
wardness of a mercenary fiddler. 
Denial being as often taken for pride, 
as a too ready compliance falls under 
the notion of ostentation : those so 
qualified seldom knowing when it is 
time to begin, or give over; es] 

14 



OSBOBN'S ADYIOB TO A SON 

women, who do not rarely decline in 
modesty, proportionably to the pro* 
gress they make in iniuic 

Wear your clothes neat, exceeding 
rather than coming short of others 
of like fortune ; h charge borne out by 
acceptance wherever you come ; there* 
fore spare all other ways rather than 
prove defective in this. 

Never buy but with ready money; 
and be drawn rather to fix where you 
find things cheap and good, than for 
friendship or acquaintance, who are 
apt to take it unkindly, if you will 
not be cheated. For if you get nothing 
else by going from one shop to another, 
you shall gain experience. 

Next to clothes, a good horse 
becomes a gentleman: in whom can 
be no great loss, after you have got 
the skill to choose him; which once 
attained, you may keep yourself from 
being cozened, and pleasure your 
friend: the greatest dimger is haste: 
I never loved to fix on one fat^ for 
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then I saw him at the best, without 
hope of improvement: if you have 
fallen on a bargain not for your turn* 
make the market your chapman, 
rather than a friend. 

Gallop not through a town, for fear 
of hurting yourself or others; besides 
the indecency of it, which may give 
cause to such as see you, to think your 
horse or brains none of your own. 

Wrestling and vaulting have ever 
been looked upon by me as more use- 
ful than fencing, being often out-dared 
by resolution, because of the vast 
difference between a f oyn and a sword, 
a house and a field. 

Swimming may save a man, in case 
of necessity; though it loseth many, 
when practised in wantonness, by in- 
creasing their confidence; therefore, 
for pleasure exceed not your depth; 
and in seeking to save another, beware 
of drowning yourself. 

Though Machiavel sets down hunt- 
ing and hawking in the bill of advice 
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OSBOBN'S ADYIOB TO A SON 

he prescribes to a prince, 849 not only 
the wholesomest and cheapest diTer* 
sions, both m relation to himself and 
his people, but the best tutcnrs to 
horsemanship, stratagems and situa- 
tions on which he may have after 
occasion to place an army. Yet tiiese 
are so much under the disposition of 
chance, the most delightful part being 
wholly managed according to the sense 
6f the creature, that by such cross 
accidents, as do not seldom intervene, 
storms of choler are often raised, in 
which many humours flash out, that 
in a greater serenity prudence would 
undoubtedly conceal: so as I could 
name some reputed owners of a habit 
of policy, more ruffled, and farther 
put out of their bias, by a small rub 
lyii^ in the way of their pleasure, 
than a greater could cause in that of 
their profit. And as sinister events 
in these pastimes deject a man below 
the ordinary level of discretion, so a 
happy success doth as often wind him 
B 17 



OSBOBN*S ADYIOB TO A SON 

np to saeh a jovial pin, that he be- 
ooines a familiar oompanion to those 
who can inform his judgment in little, 
but what signifies nothhig, and whom 
in a more reserved temper he woold 
think it tedious to hear, yet cannot 
after shake off their acquaintance, 
without incurring the censure of pride 

^r inconstancy. Neither am I led to 
this opinion by any particular disaffec* 
tion, but out of the greater reverence I 
bear to the wisdom of Sir Philip Sidney, 
who said, that next hunting he liked 

Lhawking worst. However though he 
may have fallen into as hyperbolical 
an extreme, yet who can put too great 
a seom upon their folly that to bring 
home a rascal deer, or a few rotten 
coneys, submit their Uves to the wiU 
or passion of such as may take them, 
under a penalty no less slight than 
tihere is discretion shown in exposing 
them. 

Such as are betrayed by their 
eai^ nature, to be ordinary security 
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OSBOBN'S ADYICB TO A SON 

for their friends, leave so little to 
themselves, as their liberty remains 
ever after arbitrary at the will of 
others. Experience having recorded 
many, whom their fathers had left 
elbow room enough, that by surety- 
ship have expired in a dungeon. But 
if you cannot avoid this labyrinth, 
enter no farther than the thread of 
your own stock will reach; the obser* 
vation of which will, at worsts enable 
you to bail yourself. ^ 

Let not the titles of consanguinity 
betray you into a prejudicial trust; 
no blood being apter to raise a fever 
or cause a consumption sooner in your 
pooii^estate, than that which is nearest 
your own ; as I have most unhappilyj 
found, and your good grandfather 
presaged, though Gk>d was pleased to 
leave it in none of our powers to 
prevent: nothing being truer in all 
Solomon's observations, than that a 
good friend is nearer than an un- 
natural brother. 
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He that lends upon public 
is security for his own money, and 
can blame none more than himself, 
if never paid; conunon debts, like 
conunon lands, lying ever most 
n^lected. 

Honesty treats with the world 
aiK>n 8u<di vast disadvantage, that a 
pen is often as useful to defend you 
as a sword, by making writuig the 
witness of your contracts; for where 
profit appears, it doth commonly cancel 
the bands of friendship, religion, and 
the memory of any thing that can 
produce no other register than what 
is verbaL 

In a case of importance, hear 
the reasons of others pleaded, but 
be sure not to be so implicitly led 
by their judgments, as to neglect a 
greater of your own, as Charles of 
England did, to the loss of his crown ; 
for as the ordinary saying is. Count 
money after your father, so the same 
prudence adviseth to measure the ends 
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OSBOBN*S ADYICE TO A SON 

of all counsels, though uttered by 
never so intiniate a friend. 

Beware, nevertheless, of thinking 
yourself wiser or greater than you 
are. Pride brake the angels in heaven, 
and spoils all heads we find cracked 
here; for such as observe those in 
Bedlam, shall perceive their fancies to 
beat most upon mistakes in honour 
or love. The way to avoid it is, duly 
to consider how many are above you 
in iMurts, yet below you in condition; 
and that all men are ignorant in so 
many things, as may justly humble 
them, though sufficiently knowing to 
bar out despair. 

Shun pride and baseness as tutors to 
contempt, the first of others, the latter 
of yourself I a haughty carriage putting 
as well a mean esteem on what is 
pruseworthy in you, as an high excise 
on that appears amiss, every one being 
more inquisitive after the blemishes 
than the beauties of a proud person; 
whereas the humble soid passeth the 
b2 81 



OSBOBN'S ADYIOE TO A SON 

strictest guards with more fenlts, like 
the fair-moutihed traveller, withoat 
soom or searching. 

Though it be common with the King 
of Heaven to pimish the wicked and 
reward the good, yet we find him said 
to resist no vice but pride, nor exalt 
otiher virtue than hundlity, tibat* being 
the only sin we read of ever brake 
into his court unwashed by forgive- 
ness, where she became the first pre* 
cedent of God*s lessening his family^ 
and the foundress of helL Nor are 
his vicegerents upon earth more auspi** 
cious to a lofty look, for any afPection 
they do naturally bear to it, or its 
owners, though sometimes they dis- 
semble their dislike, out of the use 
they make of such good parts as have 
the ill-fortune to be so accompanied, 
this vice being taken as intrusion 
upon majesty, the only birthright of 
princes. Therefore, dear son, let not 
the apprehension of your merit lead 
you up to this pinnacle, from whence 
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many have fallen to tibieir utter mm 
— ^nothing yon find about you bebig 
your own, but soraps stolen from 
books, and begged, or rather dearly 
bought, of experience : this proves the 
▼anity of pride, that though she is 
able to boast of no more than she 
hath received (the hive being possibly 
altered, but not the honey), yet she is 
ravished so with the conceit of what 
she hath, a contemplation befitting 
only the Lord of all things, as to 
neglect a supply of what is wanting, 
which, justly summed up, amotmts to 
more than the abilities of any one 
man are able to reach. 

When you speak to any, especially 
of quality, look them full in the face ; 
other gestures bewraying want of 
breeding, confidence, or honesty, de- 
jected eyes confessing, to most judg- 
ments, guilt or folly. 

Impudence is no virtue, yet able 
to beggar them all, being for the most 
part in good plight when the rest 
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starve, and capable of carrying her 
followers up to the highest prefer- 
ments: found as useful in a court as 
armour in a camp. 

I do not find you guilty of covet* 
ousness, neither can I say more of 
it, but that like a candle ill made, it 
smothers the splendour of an happy 
fortune in its own grease. 

Yet live so frugally, if possible, as 
to reserve something that may enable 
you to grapple with any future con- 
tingency; and provide in youth, since 
fortune hath this proper with other 
common mistresses, that she deserts 
age, especially in the company of 
want. 

Tis generally said of the fox, 
that he supplants the badger, and 
nestles himself in his den. What may 
be pure nature in him, wise Seneca 
adviseth for the highest prudence — 
rather to purchase a house ready built, 
than endure the tedious and trouble- 
some expectation and charge attending 
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OSBOBN'S ADVICE TO A SON 

the most diligent and able contriver, 
who cannot find so much pleasure in 
seeing his ideas brought into f orm» as 
he shall meet discontent £rom the mis- 
takes of his commands, greatness of 
the expense, and idleness of the work- 
men, who, the better to draw men 
into this labyrinth, make things appear 
more cheap and easy than any under- 
taker of such a task ever yet found, 
knowing, if once engaged, the spurs 
of shame and necessity will drive him 
on; when the buyer may take or 
leave, having a world to choose in, 
and the choicest conveniences at 
another's cost, without participating 
of their disgrace for such faults as 
curiosity may find, and he himself 
might have fallen into had he been 
operator, since nothing was ever yet 
so exactly contrived, but better in- 
formation, or a new discovery of a 
more commodious fashion or situation 
did arraign of defect — ^which altogether 
proves it the best advice, rather to 
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endure the abBordities of others gratis, 
than to be at the oost to commit 
greater yourself. 

Keep no more servants than 70a 
have full employment for; and if 
70a find a good one, look upon him 
under no severer aspect than that of 
an humUe friend, the difference be* 
tween such an one and his master 
residing rather in fortune than in 
nature. Therefore, do not put the 
-worst constructions upon anything he 
doth well, or mistakes. Thus, b7 pro* 
portioning 7our carriage to those 
below/ you will the better bring your 
mind to a safe and easy deportment 
to such as fate hath set above you. 
To conclude, servants are ever sharers 
with their masters in prosperity, and 
not seldom an occasion of their de- 
struction in bad times, by fomenting 
jealousy from without, or treachery 
within. 

Leave your bed ui>on the first 
desertion of sleep ; it being ill for the 
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ey«B to read lying, and worse for the 
mind to be idle : since the head during 
that laziness is oommonly a cage for 
unclean thoughts. 

It is nowhere wholesome to eat 
so long as you are able; especially 
in England, where meat, aptest to 
inveigle the stomach to an over^re^ 
pletion, comes last. But in case you 
transgress at one meal, let no persuar 
sion tempt you to a second repast, till 
by a fierce hunger you find yourself 
quite discharged of the former excess; 
An exact observance of this hath, 
under God, made me reach these 
times, and may through his men^ 
preserve you for better. 

Drink, during the operation of the 
distemper, will act all the humours 
habitual in madmen; amongst both 
which I have seen some very zealous 
and devout, who, the fit once over, 
remained no less profane. This proves 
godliness capable of being feigned, and 
may raise an use of circumspection, in 
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relation to such as profess more than 
is suitable to human frailty. 

Beware what compimy you keep, 
since example prevails more than pre- 
cepty though by the erudition dropping 
from these tutors, we imbibe aU the 
tinctures of virtue and vice: this 
renders it little less than impossible 
for nature to hold out any long siege 
against the batteries of custom and 
opportunity. 

Let your wit rather serve you 
for a buckler to defend yourself, by 
a handsome reply, than the sword to 
wound others, though with never so 
facetious a reproach, remembering that 
a word cuts deeper than a sharper 
weapon, and the wound it makes is 
longer in curing; a blow proceeding 
but from a light motion of the hand 
agitated by passion, whereas a dis* 
graceful speech is the result of a low 
and base esteem settled of the party 
in your heart. 

Much wisdom resides in the pro- 
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verbs of all nations ; and therefore fit 
to be taken notice of ; of which number 
this is common amongst us, play with 
me, but hurt me not, it being past 
peradventure, that more duels arise 
from jest than earnest, and between 
friends than enemies ; serious injuries 
seldom happening but ui>on premedi- 
tation, which affords reason some, 
though perhaps no full audience; 
whereas this extemporary spirit con- 
jured up by shame and smart, 
hearkens to nothing but the rash 
advice of a present revenge. 

If an injury be of so rank a 
nature, as to exhort, in point of 
honour, an unsavoury word, never 
suitable to the mouth of a gentle- 
man, sword-men advise, to second it 
with a blow by way of prevention, 
lest he striking first, which cannot 
but be expected, you should be cast 
behind-hand. But this their decree 
not being confirmed by act of Parlia- 
ment, I cannot find it suitable with 
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prudence or religion, to make tibe 
sword umpire of your own life and 
another's, no less than the law, upon 
no more serious an occasion, than the 
vindication of your fame, lost or 
gained, by this brutish valour, in the 
opinion of none that are either wise 
or pious; it being out of the reach of 
question, that a quarrel is not to be 
screwed up to such a height of indis- 
cretion, without arraigning one or 
both parties of madness: especially 
since formal duels are but a late in* 
▼ention of the devil's, never heard of 
in relation to private injuries ; among 
the Romans the gladiators fighting for 
their pleasure, as the Horatii and 
Curatii for the safety of the people. 
It cannot be denied, but that story 
lays before us many killed for private 
revenge, but never accompanied with 
so ridiculous a formality as the send- 
ing of challenges, which renders the 
dead a greater murderer than he is 
that kills him, as being without doubt 
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the author of his own death. This 
makes me altogether helieye, that sueh 
wild manhood had its original from 
romances, in which the giant is de* 
signed for death and the knight to 
marry the lady, whose honour he hath 
preserved; not so gently treated 1^ 
the English law, where if his legs or 
friends be not the better, he is hanged 
and his estate confiscated, to the 
perpetual detriment of his family: 
besides the sting of conscience, and a 
natural fear, like that of Cain's, attend- 
ing blood, by which the remainder of 
life is made tedious and miserable to 
such unfortunate men, who seem in 
all honest company to smell too strong 
of blood, to foe taken into any intimate 
relation. 

Prosecute not a coward too far, 
lest you make him turn valiant to 
your disadvantage ; it being impossible 
for any standing even in the world's 
opinion, to gain glory by the most 
he can have of those that lie under 
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such a repute ; besides, valour is rather 
the produet of custom, than nature, 
and often found where least expected ; 
do not therefore waken it to your 
prejudice, as. I have known many that 
would still foe insulting, and could not 
see when they were welL 

^ Speak disgracefully of none at 
ordinaries, or public meetings; lest 
some kinsman, or friend, being there, 
should force you to a base recantation, 
or engage you in a more indiscreet 
quarrel : this renders all free discourse 
dangerous at meetings or mixed com* 

l^ panics. 

Reveal not the pranks of another's 
love, how serious or ridiculous soever 
you find them, it being unlikely the 
mirth should compense the danger: 
by this you shall purchase yourself a 
retentive faculty, and sell your friend 
a stronger confidence of your secrecy ; 
hanging on him the lock of a perpetual 
obligation, of which you may ever be 
keeper of the key, either out of love 
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or fear: yet many other faults are 
not more dangerous to commit, than 
know without detecting. 

Be not trumpet of your own 
charity, or vices ; for by the one you 
disoblige the receiver, as well as lose 
your reward; and by the other, you 
alarm the censures of men ; most being 
condemned through the evidence they 
give against themselves by their words 
and gestures. ^ 

Travbl. — Some to starch a more 
serious face upon wanton, impertinent^ 
and dear-bought vanity, cry up travel 
as the best accomplisher of youth and 
gentry, though detected by experience 
in the generality, for the greatest de* 
baucher; adding affectation to folly, 
and atheism to the curiosity of many 
not well principled by education : such 
wanderers imitating those factors of 
Solomon, that together with gold, re- 
turned apes and jieacocks. ^ 

They, and only they, advantage them- 
selves by travel, who, well fraught 
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with the experience of what their own 
country affords, carry over with them 
lai^e and thriving talents, as those 
servants did, commended by our 
Saviour: for he that hath nothing to 
venture but poor, despicable, and soli- 
tary parts, may be so far from im? 
provemen^ as he hazards quite to lose 
and bury them in the external levity 
of France, pride of Spain, and treachery 
of Italy; because not being able to 
take acquaintance abroad of more 
prudence, than he meets with in the 
streets and other public places, the 
activity of his legs and arms may pos- 
sibly be augmented, and he, by tedious 
compliments, become more acceptable 
in the eyes of silly women, but useless, 
if not pernicious, to the government of 
his own country, in creating doubts 
and dislikes by way of a partial com- 
parison. 

Yet since it advanceth opinion in 
the world, without which desert is 
useful to none but itself (scholars and 
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travellers being cried up for the highest 
graduates in the most universal judg*> 
ments), I am not much unwilling to 
give way to peregrine motion for a 
time; provided it be in company of 
an ambassador, or person of quality; 
by whose power the danger may be 
rebated, no less than your charge of 
diet defrayed ; inconsiderable in such a 
retinue as persons of their magnitude 
are forced to entertain. 

Or, if your genius, tempted by pro* 
fit, inoUne to the life of a merchant, 
you have the law of nations, and 
articles of a reciprocal amity, to pro- 
tect you from other inconveniences, 
than such as indiscretion draws upon 
rash and unadvised strangers. 

Now if it be your fortune, on any 
such like accounts to leave your native 
country, take these directions from a 
father, wearied, and therefore {possibly 
made wiser, by experience. 

Let not the irreligion of any place 
breed in you a neglect of divine duties; 
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remembering God heard the prayers 
of Daniel in Babylon, with the same 
attention he gave to David in Sion. 

Shnn all disputes, but concerning 
religion especially ; because that whi<£ 
commands in chief, though false and 
erroneous, will, like a cock on his 
own dunghill, line her arguments with 
force, and drive the stranger out of 
the pit with insignificant damoura 
All opinions, not made natural by 
complexion, or imperious education, 
being equally ridiculous to those of 
contrary tenets. 

Though it may suit no less with 
your years, than mine that advise you, 
to follow such fashions in apparel, as 
are in use as well at home as abroad, 
those being least gazed on that go as 
most men do ; yet it cannot be justified 
before the face of discretion, or the 
<$harity due to your own countrjrm^i, 
to esteem no doublet well made, nor 
glove worth wearing, that hath not 
passed the hands of a French tailor, 
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or retains not the scent of a Spanish 
perfumer. A vanity found incident to 
England, and the people our ordinary 
account reckons east of us; a strong 
presumption^ the last arrived within 
the pale of ciyility, else they would 
be more confident of their own inven- 
tions, had they not still fresh in 
memory, from whence they derived 
the arts of building, clothing, be- 
haviour, etc. A fancy, though foolish, 
yet easier excused, did it not ascend 
to the more rare and useful endow- 
ments of the mind, so far as to put a 
miraculous estimation ui>on the writ- 
ings of strangers, and a base alloy on 
better of their own. 

So he that beyond sea frequents 
his own countrymen, forgets the 
principal part of his errand, language ; 
and possibly the opportunity to get ex- 
perience how to manage his expense; 
frugality being of none so perfectly 
learned, as of the Italian and Scot; 
natural to the first, and as necessary 
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to the latter. The Bnglish also are 
observed abroad more quarrelsome 
with their own nation than strangers, 
and therefore marked ont as the most 
dangerous companions. 

An injury m foreign air is cheaper 
passed over than revenged, the en- 
deavour of which hath, not seldom, 
drawii on a greater. 

Play is destructive and fatal to 
estates everjrwhere, but to the persons 
of gamesters abroad, rendering them 
the objects of cheatmg and quarrels; 
all bystanders being apt to attest to 
the prejudice of a stranger. 
C Where you never mean to return, 
extend your liberality at the first 
coming, as you see convenient, during 
your abodes; for what you give at 
parting is quite lost. 

Make no ostentation of carrying 
any considerable sum of money about 
you; lest you turn that to your 
destruction, which under Gtxi is a 
stranger's best preservation: and re- 
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move not from idaoe to place, but with 
company you know : the not observing 
whereof is the cause of so many of 
our countrymen's graves never being 
known, having been buried in as much 
obscurity as killed. 

Inns are dangerous, and so are 
all fresh acquaintance, especially 
where you find their offer of friend* 
ship to outbid a stranger's desert: the 
same may be said of servants; not to 
be entertained upon ordinary com- 
mendations. 

Next to experience, languages are 
the richest lading of a traveller; 
among which French is most useful, 
Italian and Spanish not being so fruit- 
ful in learning (except for the mathe- 
matics and romances), their other 
books being mutilated by the Fathers 
of the Inquisition. 

Gk>VBBNMBNT. — Contract not the 
common distemper, incident to vulgar 
brains, who still imagine more ease 
from some untried government, than 
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that they lie under; not having passed 
the first form of experience, where we 
may leam, that ^rranny is natural to 
power. 

If happy for the present, it is no 
better than madness to endeavour a 
change ; if but indifferently well, folly : 
for though a vessel may yield the 
more for tQting or stirring, it renders 
all in it unpleasant to ti^e present 
use: the die of war seldom turning 
to their advantage, that first cast it; 
such therefore as cannot make all 
well, discharge their conscience in 
wishing it so; government being the 
[care of providence, not mine. But if 
it be your fortune to fall under such 
conunotions, imitate not the wild Irish 
or Welsh, who during eclipses, run 
about beating kettles and pans, think- 
ing their clamour and vexations 
available to the assistance of the 
higher orbs, though they advance 
nothing but their own miseries, being 
often maimed, but at best laid by, 
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without respect or reward, so soon as 
the state is returned to its former 
splendour: common soldiers resem- 
bling cocks, that fight for the benefit 
and ambition of l>ther89 more than 
their own: this proves it the whole- 
somer counsel, to stay within doors, 
and avoid such malignant effects, as 
people attribute to the supposed dis- 
tempers of the superior planets. But 
if forced to take a stream, let it be 
that which leads to the desires of the 
metroiK>lis, the chief city being for 
the most part preserved, who ever 
prevails in a civil commotion, abound- 
ing in money and friends, the readiest 
commodities to purchase quiet. 

Be not the pen or mouth of a 
multitude congregated by the jingling 
of their fetters; lest a pardon or a 
compliance knock them off, and leave 
you, as the soul of that deformed 
body, hanging in the hell of the law, 
or to the vengeance of an exasperated 
power; but rather have patience and 
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see the tree sufficiently shaken, before 
you run to scramble for the fruit ; lest 
instead of profit and honour, you meet 
with a cudgel or a stone; and then, if 
possible, seem to fall in rather out 
of compulsion, than design; since the 
seal of the rabble is not so soon 
heated by the real oppressions of their 
rulers, but may be easily cooled by 
the specious promises and breath oi 
authority. Wherefore nurse not am- 

Hbition with your own blood, nor think 
the wind of honour strong enough to 
blow away the reproachful sense of a 
shameful, if possibly that of a violent 
death; for if Solomon's rule be true, 
that a living dog is better than a dead 
lion, a quick evasion cannot but be 
deemed more man-like than a buried 

I valour. 

A multitude inflamed under a 
religious pretence, are at first as un- 
safely opposed, as joined with ; resem- 
bling bears exasperated by the cry 
of their whelps, and do not seldom, 
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if unexting^shed by hope or delays, 
consume all before them, to the very 
thing they intend to preserve: zeal, 
like the rod of Moses, devouring all 
for diabolical, that dares but appear 
before it in the same shape: the in- 
considerate rabble, with the. swine 
in the gospel, being more furiously 
agitated by the discontented spirits of 
others, than their own; who cannot 
be so happy in a sea of blood and 
devastation, the dire effects of war, 
as in peace, though invaded with 
some oppression; a scab that breaks 
out oftentimes in the most wholesome 
constituted bodies of states, and may 
with less smart be continued on, than, 
picked off. And because the gener- 
ality are incapable, in regard of 
number, either of reward, or punish- 
ment, therefore not of use to the 
ambition or safety of others, but for 
the present, like gun-powder during 
the flash of their discontent, and as 
a lock in a river, are only of force 
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upon fhe first openiiig to drive on 
the design of innovation ; losing them- 
selves afterwards in a more u^versal 
dilatation, either out of weariness, or 
doubt of the eonsequence. 

r^ The example of Brutus, rather 
than Cato, is to be followed in bad 
times; it being safer to be patient, 
than active; or appear a fool, tiian 
a malcontent; an evasion not only 
justified in the iierson of David, and 
bj the eloquence of Paul before his 
heathen judges, but our Savi<mr Him- 
self is not heard to inveigh/ against 
the present iK>wer, though it made 
the head of the Baptist the frolic to 

. a feast. 

Own the power, but not the fault 
of the magistrate: nor make law, 
assigned for a buckler to defend 
yourself, a sword to hurt others; 
lest partiality should allure you to 
pass the sentence of approbation upon 
anything unwarrantable in its own 
nature. Neither let any formalities 
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used at a mimical tribunal (as that 
was, set up in the case of Naboth) 
persuade you to more than a passive 
compliance: since such may seem to 
make greater, rather than diminish 
the wages of their iniquity, that seek 
to cover rapine with a gown; which 
the sword might patronise with more 
decency : and this observed, the people 
might cheaper receive all their injury 
at the first hand, which these retailers 
of wickedness utter at more intoler- 
able rates: the result of all is, Ahab 
might better have committed murder 
single, than render so many accessory, 
under the formal pretence of a reU- 
gious fast, etc. 

Before you fix, consult all the 
objections discretion is able to make ; 
but once resolved desert not your 
party upon access of a fever, as many 
mehmcholy spirits did these wars; 
who, by their often and unseasonable 
flittings, wore themselves so out on 
both sides, as they were not worth 
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owning, when success undertook for 
them, that they did turn m earnest: 
irresolution rendering pardon morci 
difficult from either faction, than it 
could have proved, had they remained 
constant to any : divesting themselves 
of the ensigns of fidelity, looked upon 
by all with the eyes of pity, and 
which often meet with honour, seldom 
fail of forgiveness, from a noble 
enemy, who cannot but befriend 
virtue, though he hath found it in 
arms against him. Yet if you per- 
ceive the post you have contracted, 
to totter, through undermining 
treachery or weakness, you may pur- 
chase your preservation by all honest 
endeavours; for he that prolongs his 
life by the forfeiture of a trust he 
has undertaken, husbands it worse 
than if he buried it in the field of 
honour, traitors in all ages being 
equally detested on both sides. 

Think it no disparagement to your 
birth or discretion to give honour to 
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fresh families, who cannot be denied 
to have ascended by the same steps 
those did we style ancient, new being 
a term only respecting us, not the 
world; for what is was before us, 
and will be when we are no more: 
war follows peace, and peace war, as 
summer doth winter, and foul weather 
fair : neither are any ground more in 
this mill of vicissitudes, than such 
obstinate fools as glory in the repute 
of state-martyrs after they are dead, 
which concerns them less than what 
was said one hundred years before 
they were bom, it being the greatest 
odds their names shall not be regis- 
tered, or if they be, after death, they 
are no more sensible of the honour, 
than' Alexander's great horse, or any 
beast else, his master's indulgence or 
the writer's are pleased to record. 
Neither, in a strict sense, do they 
deserve such honour for being able 
to date their possessions from before 
the Conquest, since, if any be due, it 
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wholly belongs to them that were 
buried in the ruins of their country's 
liberty, and not to such as helped to 
make iJieir graves, as in all likelihood 
most did whom the Normans suffered 
to remain. Therefore, it is madness to 
^place our felicity out of our own reach, 
or to measure honour or repute by 
any other standard than the opinion 
we conceiye of it ourselves; it being 
impossible to find a general agree- 
ment in any good or evil report, the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth being no less 
traduced, than that of Bichard the 
Third is justified. 

Be not, therefore, liquorish after 
fame, found by experience to carry a 
trumpet, that doth for the most part 
congregate more enemies than friends. 

If you duly consider the inconstancy 
of common applause, and how many 
have had their fame broken upon the 
same wheel that raised it, and puffed 
out by their breath that kindled the 
first reiK>rt of it, you would be as 
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little elevated with the gmiles as 
dejected by the frowns of this gaudy 
goddess, formed, like Venus, out of 
no more solid matter than the foam 
of the people, found by experience 
to haye poisoned more than ever i^e 
cured; being so Tolatile, as she is un- 
aUe of fixation in the richest jewels 
of nature, virtue, or grace ; the com- 
position of that body wholly consist- 
ing of contradictions, no readier to set 
up this day, than she may be to pull 
down the next: this renders it the 
lowest puerility to be pleased or angry 
at reiK>rts, good being inflamed, and 
evil quenched, by nothing sooner than 
a constant neglect. 

Despise none for meanness of 
blood, yet do not ordinarily make 
them your companions, for debasing 
your own, unless you find them clari- 
fied by excellent parts, or gilded by 
fortune or power — Solomon having 
sent the sluggard to the ant to 
learn industry, and to the living dog 
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it being as ordinary for hope to 
exceed modesty in asking, as an en- 
gaged power conies short of the ability^ 
if not the will, to perform : therefore, 
in this case, you must supply with 
thanks what you are not able to do in 
effect. 

Be not nice in assisting, with the 
advantages nature or art may have 
given you, such as want them, who 
do not seldom in exchange part with 
those of fortune to such as can manage 
their advice well, as they only do that 
never give counsel till called, nor con* 
tinue it longer than they find it 
acceptable. 

If one in power ask your advice in 
a business of consequence, it may 
appear rashness, if not folly, to 
answer suddenly upon the place, it 
not being impossible but that the 
design of his question may as well be 
to try your sufficiency, as to strengthen 
his own. However, so much time as 
may be borrowed with safety from 
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tiid emergenoy of any oocarion, is 
likeliar to increase t^ian abate the 

^weight of a result; and in this 
interim you may gain leisure to dis- 
eover what resolution suits best the 
mind of the party, who is commonly 
gratified most hy such as comply 
nearest with his own judgmenti 
which it is ever wisdom to obsenre, 
where all the counsels given are in- 

^different. Nor will it sayour of so 



mneh respect to his person, or care 
of his afhirs, to determine extem- 
pore, as upon premeditation, it being 
the custom of great ones to value 
things, not proiK>rtionable to their 
worth, but the sweat and time th^ 
cost. 

It is not safe for a secretary to 
mend the copy his master hath set 
him, unless owned as from his former 
inspirations, lest he should grow 
jealous that you valued your concep- 
tions before his, who measures his 
sufficiency by the altitude of his em- 
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ployment, not the depth of his natural 
parts. This made the Lord Chancellor 
Egerton the willinger to exchange 
incomparable Doctor D. for the less 
sufficient, though in this more modesty 
Mr T. B. 

But in case his affairs be wholly left 
to your management, you must not 
only look to correspond for his mis- 
carriages, but as obstinately renounce 
any honour that may be given you to 
his prejudice, imputing all to his single 
sufficiency, yourself owning no higher 
place than that of the executioner 
of his conmiands; for though many^ 
great men, like properties or puppets, 
are managed by their servants, yet 
such are most dear to them, as can so 
carry their hand in their actings, that 
they make them appear less fools than^ 
in truth they are — easily done, by 
giving them the honour to concede 
or deny in public, without interposing 
any other arguments i^ainst it than 
may become the mouth of a servant, 
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however you may order him in 
private. 

Oourt him always yoa hope one 
day to make use of » but at the least 
expense you can, observing the con- 
dition of men in power, to esteem 
better of such as they have done 
courtesies for, than those th^ have 
received greater from, looking upon 
this as a shame, upon the other as an 
honour. 

Though I hope I have now reason 
to be confident you will accomplish 
the presage, divers long since made 
of your future sufficiency ; yet I should 
advise not to extend it to any public 
demonstration beyond the limits of 
your own prof ession— since the study 
of the law being esteemed by all a full 
employment for a whole man, if you 
should make a considerable digression 
into another calling, it might occasion 
a jealousy in your clients you had 
n^lected your own. The several books 
Mncomparable Bacon was known to 
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read, besides those relating to the law» 
were objected to him as an argument 
of his insufficiency to manage the place 
of solicitor-general, and may lie as a 
rub in all their ways that shall, out of 
vain glory to manifest a general know- 
ledge, neglect this caution. 

Avoid in your pleadings such un^ 
necessary digressions as some of the 
long-robe do ordinarily make from 
the merit of the cause to the defama- 
tion of the contrary party; a quick- 
sand wherein Coke, that leviathan 
of the law, mired his repute: nor 
could he divest this vanity after he 
was made a judge : from which height 
it cast him to the hazard of his neck, 
had not the soft nature of Eang James 
broke his f alL Nor doth the antiquity 
of it plead a better excuse, than that 
he retained the effeminate and weaker 
part, leaving the Boman elegancy un- 
imitated. 

At a conference, to speak last is 
no small advantage, as Mr John 
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Hampden wisely observed, who made 
himself still the goal*keeper of his 
party, giying his opposite leisure to 
lose their reasons in the loud and less 
signifieant tempest, commonly arismg 
npon a first debate; in which, if he 
found his side worsted, he had the 
dexterous sagadiy to mount the 
argument above the heads of the 
major part, whose single reason did 
not seldom make the whole parlia- 
ment so far suspicious of their own, 
as to approve his, or at least give 
time for another debate, by whieh'^he 
had the opportunity to muster up 
more forces; thus, by confounding 
the weaker, and tiring out the acuter 
judgments, he seldom failed to attain 
his ends. 

If you be to vote in any public 
assembly, avoid as much as you may, 
givipg concession under your hand to 
any private man's written opinions; 
for you cannot, without experiment, 
believe how much your own judgment 
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will be altered, and how crude your 
former reasons will appear to yourself, 
after they are ruminated and digested 
by debate. 

Having since these wars been ad- 
mitted to councils, where many of no 
great capacity have assisted, I never 
knew iEmy thing come so exactly 
framed out of one man's sense, that 
did not receive a palpable amendment 
from the debates of sometimes much 
inferior judgments. Nay, I have 
known some that have had the for- 
tune to start the idea, which, when it 
hath been presented to them again in 
a perfect result, have not been able to 
see the bottom of the wisdom of it, 
without much di£Bculty and admira- 
tion: neither is this miraculous, but 
natural; for the fuller, dyer, weaver, 
etc, understand not each other's trades, 
yet between them all a good piece of 
doth is made. 

Before I came to have leisure to 
observe them, I thought princes and 
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xninierters of state something above 
human— not hearing a word fall from 
them upon which I did not put a 
politic construction ; but growing more 
familiar with them, I found their dis- 
courses mingled with the same follies 
oars are, and their domestical affairs 
carried on with as little, if not less 
discretion sometimes than ordinary 
mens. 

He that seeks perfection on earth 
leaves nothing new for the saints to 
find in heaven ; for whilst men teach, 
there will be mistakes in divinity; 
and as long as no other govern, errors 
in the state : therefore be not liquorish 
after change, lest you muddy your 
present felicity with a future greater, 
t and more sharp inconvenience. 

Beligign. — Bead the book of God 
with reverence, and in things doubt- 
ful take fixation from the auth- 
ority of the church, which cannot be 
arraigned of a damnable error, with- 
out questioning that truth, which hath 
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prodaimed her proof against the gates 
of helL This makes me wish that 
our Samsons in success, who have 
stripped her of her ornaments (riches, 
powers and honours, which the ancient 
piety left her to cover her nakedness 
withal), and given thein to vain ex* 
pounders of riddles, may not one day 
have cause to repent, when they find 
themselves annoyed, no less than the 
eyes of truth put out by the dust and . 
rubbish the fall of so great and antique 
a frame is likely to make. Therefore^ 
be content to see your judgment wade 
rather than swim in the sense of the 
scriptures, because our deep plungers 
have been observed to bring up sandy 
assertions, and their heads wrapt 
about with the venomous weeds of 
error and schism, which may for the 
present discountenance the endeavours 
of modester learning, yet will, no 
doubt, sink and vanish, after some 
time and experience^^ad of their fre* 
quent mistakes, as those of our bol^ 



OSBOBN'S ADVICE TO A SON 

eocpoffitors of the Revekition have 
\_ moet shamefoUy done. 

Despise not a profession of holi-* 
ness, because it may be tme ; but have 
a oare how 70a trust it» for fear it 
should be false: the coat of Christ 
being more in fashion than in praetice» 
many pnlpit-men, like physicians, for* 
bidding their patients that yon may 
ordinarily find on their own trenchers. 

I can approve of none for magis* 
terial divinity, but that which is fouid 
floating in the unqnestioned sense of 
the scriptures; therefore, when cast 
upon a place that seems equally in« 
cUned to different opinions, I would 
advise to count it as bowlers do for 
dead to the preisent understanding, 
and not to torture the text by measur- 
ing every nicety, but rather turn to 
one more plain, referring to liiat all 
disputes, without knocking one hard 
place against another, as they have 
done since this iron age, till an un« 
quenchable/ fire of contention is 
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kindled, and so many jarring and un- 
certain sounds of religion heard, as 
men stand amazed, not knowing which 
to follow — all pretending to be in the 
right, as if it were possible for truth 
to contradict herself. 

And yet it was no unhappy ren- 
contre in him that said, *A good 
religion might be composed out of 
the Papists' "charity," the Puritans' 
"words,- and the Protestants' "faith.-' 
For where works are thought too 
chargeable, outward profession too 
cumbersome, the third renders itself 
suspected; the two first being only 
palpable to sense and reason, stand 
firm like a rock; whereas the other 
shakes under the weight of every 
fancy, as Peter did when he walked 
upon the sea: to speak English, in 
good works none can be deceived 
but the doer, in valuing them too 
high; in the two latter, all but Gk>d, 
who only knows the heart. 

Religions do not naturally 
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affording multitudes of crosses for 
one prize, which reduced all into a 
sum, must, by a neicessary conse- 
quence, render the remainder of life 
tedious, in removing present felicities, 
to make room for the coutemplations 
of future miseries. 

Do not pre-engage hope or fear 
by a tedious expectation, which may 
lessen the pleasure of the first, yet 
cannot but aggravate the weight of 
the latter, whose arrival is conunonly 
with a less train of inconveniences, 
than this harbinger strives to take 
up room for; evil fortune being no 
less inconstant than good: therefore 
render not thyself giddy, by poring on 
despair, nor wanton with the contemr 
plation of hope. 

Stamp not the impress of a divine 
vengeance upon the death or misfor- 
tunes of others, though never so pro- 
digious, for fear of penning a satire 
against yourself, in case you should 
fall under the same chance: many 
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things being taken np as dropped out 
of an immediate oelestial hand, that 
fell from no higher pitch than where 
Gk>d in his providence hath placed 
such events, as wait upon all times 
and occasions, which prayers and 
prudence are not able always to 
riiroud you from; since upon a strict 
inquiry, it may appear, that in rela- 
tion to this world, the godly have as 
little cause to brag, as the wicked to 
complain. 

Conclusion. — Bear always a filial 
reverence to your dear mother, and let 
not her old age, if she attain it, seem 
tedious unto you; since the little she 
may keep from you, will be abun- 
dantly recompensed, not only by the 
prayers, and by the tender care she 
hath, and ever will have of you; 
therefore in case of my death (which 
weariness of this world will not suffer 
me to adjourn, so much c^ by a wish), 
do not proportion your respect by the 
mode of other sons, but to the great- 

64 



OSBOBN'S ADVICE TO A SON 

ness of her deserts, beyond requital iii 
relation to us both. 

Continue in love and amity with 
your sister, and in ease of need, help 
her what you are able ; remembering, 
you are of a piece, and hers and yours 
differ but in name; which I presume, 
upon want of issue, will not be denied 
to be imposed on any child of hers, 
you shall desire to take for your own. 

Let no time expunge his memory 
that gave you the first tincture of 
erudition; to which he was more 
invited by love than profit, no less 
than his incomparable wife: there- 
fore if Gk>d make able, requite them, 
and in the meanwhile register their 
names among those you stand most 
obliged unto. 

What you leave at your death, let 
it be without controversy; else the 
lawyers will be your heirs. 

Be not solicitous after pomp at 
my burial, nor use any expensive 
funeral ceremony ; by which mourners, 
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Hke crows» davoiir the Kying under 
pretence of honouring a dead caroaBs i 
neither can I apprehend a tombetime 
t6 add so great a weight of glory to 
the dead, as it doth of charge and 
trouble to the living; none being so 
impertment Wasters, in my opinion, 
as those that build houses for the 
dead: he that lies under the hearse 
of heaven is convertible into sweet 
herbs and flowers, that may rest in 
Imch bosoms, as would shriek at the 
ugly bugs, that may possibly be found 
erawling in the magnificent tomb of 
Henry the Seventh ; which also hinders 
the variety of such contingent resur- 
rections as unarched bodies enjoy, 
without giving interruption to that, 
which He that will not again die, 
hath promised to such as love Him 
and expect His appearing. Besides, 
that man were better forgotten, who 
hath nothing of greater moment to 
r^^ister his name by than a grav^. 
Neither can I apprehend such 
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horror in death, as some do that 
render their lives miserable to avoid 
it, meeting it oftentimes bj the same 
way they take to shun it. Deaths if 
he may be guessed at by his-eldeF 
brother sleep (bom before he was 
thought on, and fell upon Adam ere 
he fdl from his Ma^or), caimot be 
SO' terrible^ a messenger, being . not 
without much ease, if not some 
voluptuousness. Besides nothing in 
this world is worth coming from 
the house-top to fetch it, much less 
from the deep grave; furnished 
with all things, because empty of 
desires. 

And concerning a future account, 
I find the bill to swell rather than 
shrink, by continuance; or if a 
stronger propensity to religion resides 
in age, than youth (which I wish I 
had no cause to doubt of), it relates 
more to the temperature of the body, 
than an improvement of the mind; 
and so unworthy of any other reward, 
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tfaoB what is due to the eflfeets of 
human inflrmitiea 
P • :Ta ooneliidey let us serve Gk>d with 
#hat reverenoe we are able, and do 
aU the good we can, making as little 
unnecessary work for repentanoe as 
is possible: and the mercy of oiir 
hteTenly Father supply all our de- 
fects in the Son of his love. Amen« 
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iNTBODUonoy. — Dear Daughter,— I find 
that even our most pleasing thoughts 
will be unquiet ; they will be in motion ; 
and the mind can have no rest whilst it 
is possessed by a darling passion. You 
are at present the chief objeet of my 
eare» as well as of my kindness, which 
sometimes throweth me into visions 
of your being happy in the world, that 
are better suited to my partial wishes 
than to my reasonable hopes for you. 
At other times, when my fears prevail, 
I shrink as if I were struck at the 
prospect of danger to which a ^oung 
woman must be exposed. By how 
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much the more lively, so much the 
more liable you are to be hurt; as 
the finest plants are soonest nipped by 
the frost. Whilst you are playing full 
of innocenoe, the spiteful world vnU 
faite, except you are guarded by your 
caution. Want of care, therefore, my 
dear child, is never to be excused; 
since, as to this world, it hath the 
same effect as want of virtue. Such 
an early sprouting wit requireth to be 
so much tibe more sheltered by some 
rules, like something strewed on tender 
flowers to preserve them from being 
blasted. You must take it well to bi 
pruned by iso kind a hand as that of 
a father. There may be some bitter^ 
ness in mere obedience; the natural 
love of liberty may help to make the 
commands of a parent harder to go 
down. Some inward resistance there 
will be, where power and not choice 
maketh us move; but when a father 
layeth aside his authority, and per- 
suadeth only by his kindness, you will 
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never answer it to good nature, if it 
hath not weight with you. 

A great part of what is said in the 
following discourse may be above the 
present growth of your understanding ; 
but that becoming every day taller, 
will in a little time reach up to it^ so 
as to make it easy to you. I am will* 
ing to begin with you before your 
mind is quite formed, that being the 
time in which it is most capable of 
receiving a colour that will last when 
it is mixed with it. Few things are 
well leamt but by early preoeptm; 
those well infused, make tibem nar 
tural; and we are never sure of 
retaining what is valuable till, by a 
continual habit, we have made it a 
piece of us. 

Whether my skill can draw the pic- 
ture of a fine woman may be a ques* 
tion; but it can be none that I have 
drawn that of a kind father: if you 
wiU take an exact copy, I will so far 
presume upon my workmanship aa to 
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undertake you shall not make an ill 
flgnre. OAve me so mueh credit as to 
try, and I am sore that neither your 
widies nor mine shall be disappointed 
by it. 

Bbligion.— The first thing to be eon* 
sidered is Beligion. It must be the 
chief object of your thoughts, since it 
would be a yain thing to direct your 
behaTiour in the world, and forget 
that which you are to have towards 
Hfaaa who made it. In a strict sense, 
it is the only thing necessary; you 
must take it into your mind, and 
thence throw it into your heart, where 
you are to embrace it so close as never 
to lose the possession of it. But then 
it is necessary to distinguish between 
the reality and the pretence. Beligion 
doth not consist in believing the legend 
of the nursery, where children with 
their milk are fed with the tales of 
witches, hobgoblins, prophecies, and 
miracles. We suck in so greedily these 
early mistakes, that our riper under- 
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standing hath much ado to oleanae 
our minds from this kind of trash. 
The stories are so entertaining, that 
we do not only believe them, but relate 
them, which makes the discovery of 
the truth somewhat grievous, when it 
makes us lose such a field of impertin- 
ence, where we might have diverted 
ourselves; besides the throwing some 
shame upon us for having ever received 
them. This is making the world a jest^ 
and imputing to God Almighty that 
the province He assigneth to the devil 
is to play at blindman's buff, and show 
tricks with mankind; and is so far 
from being religion, that it is not 
sense, and hath right only to be called 
that kind of devotion of which ignore 
ance is the undoubted mother, without 
competition or dispute. These jxub^ 
takes are therefore to be left off with 
your hanging-sleeves, and you ought 
to be as much out of countenance to 
be found with them about you, as to 
be seen playing with dolls at an age 
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whan other things are expected from 
jroo. 

The next thing to be observed to 
ycm is that religion doth as little 
eonsist in loud answers and devout 
eonvnlsiOBS at church, or praying in 
an extraordinaiy manner. Some ladies 
are so extreme stirring at church that 
one would swear the worm in their 
eonseienoe made them so unquiet. 
Others will have such a divided face 
between a devout goggle and an inr 
viting glance, that the unnatural 
mixture maketh even their best looks 
to be at that time ridiculous. These 
affected appearances are ever sus- 
pected, like very strong perfumes, 
which are genendly thought no very 
good symptoms in those that make 
use of them. Let your eamesl^ess, 
therefore, be reserved for your closet, 
where you may have Gk>d Almighty 
to yourself ; in public be still and calm, 
neither indecently careless or affected 
in the other extreme. 
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It is not true devotion to put on an 
angry zeal against those who may be 
of a differing persuasion. Partiality 
to ourselves makes us often mistake 
it for a duty to fall hard upon others 
in that case; and being pushed on 
with self-conceit, we strike without 
mensyf believing that the wounds wd 
give are meritoriousyland that we are 
fighting God Almighty's quarrel, when 
the truth is we are only setting out 
ourselves. Our devotion too often 
breaketh out into that shape which 
most agreeth with our particular 
temper. The choleric grow into a 
hardened severity against all who dis* 
sent from them, snatch at all the texts 
of Scripture that suit with their c<mi- 
plexion, and because Gk>d's wrath was 
some time kindled, they conclude that 
anger is a divine virtue; and are so 
far from imagining that their ill- 
natured zeal requireth an apology, 
that they value themselves upon it 
and triumph in it. Others, whose 
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natiire is more crediiloiui than ordin- 
ary, admit no bonndB or measiiraa to 
it.; they grow as proud of extending 
their faith as princes are of enlarging 
their dominions; not considering that 
oar faith, like oar stomach, is capaUe 
of being overcharged, and that as the 
last is destroyed by taking in more 
than it can digest^ so our reason may 
be extinguished by oppressing it witii 
the weight of too many strange things ; 
especially if we are forbidden to chew 
what we are commanded to swallow. 
The melancholy and the sullen are 
apt to place a great part o£ their 
religion in dejected and ill-humoured 
looks, patting on an unsociable face, 
and declaiming against the innocent 
entertainments of life, with as much 
sharpness as they could bestow upon 
the greatest crimes. This generally is 
only a vizard, there is seldom anything 
real in it. No- other thing is the better 
for being sour; and it would be hard 
that religion should be so, which is the 
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best of things. In the meantime it 
may be said with truth, that this surly 
kind of devotion hath perhaps done 
little less hurt in the world by fright- 
ingy than the most scandalous examples 
have done by infecting it. 

Having told you, in these few in- 
stances, to which many more might 
be added, what is not true religion, it 
is time to describe to you what is so. 
The ordinary definitions of it are no 
more like it than the conmion sign- 
posts are like the princes they would 
represent ; the unskilful daubers in all 
ages have generally laid on such ill 
colours, and drawn such harsh lines, 
that the beauty of it is not easily to 
be discovered. They have put in all 
the forbidding features that can be 
thought of; and, in the first place, 
have made it an irreconcilable enemy 
to nature, when, in reaUty, they are 
not onljr friends, but twins, bom 
together at the same time; and it 
is doing violence to them both to 
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go about to have them separated. 
Nothing is so kind and so inviting 
as true and unsophisticated religion; 
instead of imposing unnecessary bur- 
dens upon our nature, it easeth us of 
the greater weight of our passions 
and mistakes; instead of subduing us 
with rigour, it redeemeth us from the 
slavery we are in to ourselves; who 
are the most severe masters, whilst 
we are under the usurpation of our 
appetites let loose and unrestrabied. 

Religion is a cheerful thing; so tmt 
fix>m being always at cuffs with good 
humour, that it is inseparably united 
to it. Nothing unpleasant belongs to 
it, though the spiritual cooks have 
done their unskilful part to give an 
ill-relish to it. A wise epicure would 
be religious for the sake of pleasure: 
good sense is the foundation of both, 
and he is a bungler who aimeth at 
true luxury but where they are jpined. 

Religion is exalted reason, refined 
and sifted from the grosser parts of it. 
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It dwelleth in the upper region of the 
mind, where there are fewest clouds 
or mists to darken or offend it : it is 
both the foundation and the crown of 
aU vuioies: it is moraUty improved 
and raised to its height by being 
carried nearer Heaven, the only place 
where perfection resideth. It cleans- 
eth the understanding, and bmsheth 
off the earth that hangeth about our 
souls. It doth not want the hoi>es 
and the terrors which are made use 
of to support it; neither ought it to 
descend to the borrowing any argu- 
ment out of itself, since there we may 
find everything that should invite us. 
If we were to be hired to religion, 
it is able to outbid the corrupted 
world, with all it can offer to us, being 
so much the richer of the two in 
everything where reason is admitted 
to be a judge of the value. Since this 
k so, it is worth your pains to make 
religion your choice, and not make use 
of it only as a refuge. 
F SI 
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There are ladies who» flndiTig by the 
too visible decay of their good looks, 
that they ean shine no more by that 
]]ght> put on the yamish of an aff eeted 
devotion, to keep up some kind of 
fignre in the world; they take sane- 
toary in the church, when they are 
pursued hy growing contempt, which 
will not be stopped, but f oUoweth 
them to the altar. Such late peni- 
tence is only a disguise for the 
tormenting grief of being no more 
handsome; that is the killing thought 
which draweth the sighs and tears 
that appear outwardly to be applied 
to a better end. 

There are many who have an aguish 
devotion, hot and cold fits, long inter- 
missions, and violent raptures. This 
unevenness is by all means to be 
avoided ; let your method be a steady 
course of good life that may run like 
a smooth stream, and be a perpetual 
spring to furnish to the continued 
exercise of virtue. Your devotion 
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may be earnest, but it must be uncon-* 
strained; and like other duties, you 
must make it your pleasure too, or 
else it will have but very little efficacy. 
By this rule you may best judge of 
your own heart. Whilst these duties 
are joys, it is an evidence of their 
being sincere; but when they are a 
penance, it is a sign that your nature 
maketh some resistance; and whilst 
that lasteth, you can never be entirely 
secure of yourself. 

If you are often unquiet, and too 
nearly touched by the cross accidents 
of life, your devotion is not of the 
right standard, there is too much alloy 
in it. That which is right and un- 
mixed, taketh away the sting of every- 
thing that would trouble you: it is 
like a healing balm, that extinguisheth 
the sharpness of the blood; so this 
softeneth and dissolveth the anguish 
of the mind. A devout mind hath the 
privilege of being free from i>assion, 
as some climates are from all manner 
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of venomous kind of creatures ; it will 
raise you above the little vexations to 
which others, for want of it, will be 
exposed, and will bring you to a 
temper, not of stupid ind&erenoe, but 
of such a wise resignation, that you 
may live in the world, so as it may 
hang about you like a loose garment, 
and not tied too dose to you. 

Take heed of running into that 
common error, of applying Gk)d's judg- 
ments upon partici:dar occasions. Our 
weights and measures are not com- 
petent to make the distribution either 
of His mercy or His justice: He hath 
thrown a veil over these things, which 
makes it not only an impertinence, 
but a kind of sacrilege, for us to 
give sentence in them without His 
commission. 

As to your particular faith, keep to 
the religion that is grown up with you, 
both as it is the best in itself, and 
that the reason of staying in it upon 
that ground is somewluit stronger for 
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jour^' sex than it will perhaps be 
dlb^ed to be for ours; in respebt 
that the Voluminous inquiries into the 
trv^bh, by reading, are less expeoted 
frbkn'jou. The best of books will be 
direction enough to you not to changeri 
and whilst jou are fixed and sufB-^ 
eiently confirmed in your own mind, 
jaa will do best to keep vain doubts 
and scruples at such a distance thai 
Utimy raaj gire you no disquiet. Let 
me recommend to you a method ci 
being Hghtly informed which can 
nervier fail; it is in short this: get 
understanding and practise Tirtue, and 
if yklu are so Messed as to have these 
lor^your share, it is not surer that 
there is a Ood, than it is that by Him 
all' iiecessary truths will be revealed 
to* you. 

HusBJLKD.—*That which challengeth 
the:ilext place in your thoughts is, how 
t6'<live with a husband; and though 
tikatisso laxge a word that few rules 
can be fixed to it which are uaehange- 
f2 S5 
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aUe^tbe methods being im variovuiM 
the.ieveral tempera of men to whitih 
they nmst be suited, yet I cannot 
dmit some general observations which; 
with the help of year ^wn, may ihb 
better direct yxm in the part of yonto 
lifls' upon which your happiness most 
dependeth. 

rit is one . of the disadvantages 
belonging to your seac, that .yotaig 
women are seldom permitted to makle 
tiieir own choice; their friends' cans 
and experience are ' thought vafei^ 
gwdes to them thian their own'*£ant 
des, and. their modesty often fort 
biddeth them to refuse when their 
parents recommend, though their 
inward consent may not entirely go 
along with it^ In this case there 
remaineth nothing for them to do 
but to endeavour to make that easy 
which falleth to their lot^ and by a 
wise use of everything they may dis* 
like in a husband, turn that by 
degrees to be very supportable, whicfa^ 
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If neglMfcedy might in time beget an 
ayersion. 

You muiftt first lay it down for a 
foundation in general, that there is 
inequality in the sexes, and that for 
the better economy of the world, the 
men, who were to be the law givers, 
had the larger share of reason be- 
stowed upon them, by which means 
your sex is the better prepared for 
the compliance that is necessary for 
the better performance of those duties 
wiiich seem to be most properly 
assigned to it» This looks a little unr 
courtly at the first appearance, but 
upon examination it will be found 
that nature is so far from beijig 
unjust to you that she is partial on 
your side.. She hath made you such 
large amends by other advantages, for 
the seeming injustice of the first dis- 
tribution, that the right of complaining 
is come over to our sex ; you have it 
in your power not only to free your- 
selves, Imt to subdue your masters, 
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and ifithoat Tiotoiioe throw both theft 
natural and legal authoriiy at yovur 
feet. We are made of diffwtnt 
tempers, that our defeete might.be 
mutually supplied. Your sex wanteth 
our reason for your conduct, and our 
strength for your protection: ours 
wanteth your gentleness to soften and 
to entertain us. The first part of our 
life is a good deal subjected to you in 
the nursery, where you reign without 
competition, and by that means have 
the advantage of giving the first 
impressions; afterWards you hiEive 
stronger influences, which, well man« 
aged, have more force in your behalf 
than all our privileges and jurisdic- 
tions can pretend to have against you. 
You have more strength in your looks 
than we have in our laws, and more 
power by your tears than we have 
by our arguments. 

It is true that the laws of marriage 
run in a harsher style towards your 
sex. Obey is an ungenteel word, and 
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less easy to be digested, by making 
such an unkind distinction in the 
words of contract, and so very 
unsuitable to the excess of good 
manners, which generally goes before 
it; besides, the universality of the 
rule seemeth to be a grievance, and 
it api>eareth reasonable that there 
might bo an exemption for extraor- 
dinary women from ordinary rules, to 
take away the just exception that 
Ueth against the false measure of 
general equality. It may be alleged 
by the counsel retained by your sex, 
as there is in all other laws an appeal 
from the letter to equity in cases that 
require it, it is as reasonable that 
some court of a larger jurisdiction 
might be erected, where some wives 
might resort and plead especially ; and 
in such instances where nature is so 
kind as to raise them above the level 
of their own sex, that they might 
have relief, and obtain a mitigation, 
in their own particular, of a sentence 
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which was given, generallj against 

The oanses of separation are now so 
▼ery coarse, that few are confident 
enough to buy their liberty at the 
price of having their modesty so ex- 
posed; and for disparity of minds, 
which above aU other things reqnireth 
a remedy, the laws have made no pro- 
vision; so little refined are numbers 
of men by whom they are compiled. 
This, and a great deal more might be 
said to give a colour to the complaint^ 
but the answer is, in short, that the 
institution of marriage is too sacred 
to admit a liberty of objection to it; 
that the supposition of your being the 
weaker sex, having without all doubt 
a good foundation, maketh it reason- 
able to subject it to the masculine 
dominion ; that no rule can be so per- 
fect as not to admit some exceptions, 
but the law presumeth there would be 
so few found in this case who would 
have a sufficient right to such a privi- 
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lege^ that it is safer some injustioe 
should be connived at in a veiy few 
instances, than to break into an estab* 
lishment upon which the order of 
human society doth so much depend. 
Tou are, therefore, to make your best 
pf what is settled by law and custom, 
and not vainly imagine that it will be 
changed for your sake. But that you 
ma^ notr be discouraged, as if you lay 
under the weight of an incurable 
grievance, you are to know, that^ by 
a wise and dexterous conduct, it will 
be in your power to relieve yourself 
from anything that looketh like a 
disadvantage in it. For your better 
direction I will give a hint of the 
most ordinary causes of dissatisfaction 
between man and wife, that you may 
be able by such a warning to live so 
upon your guard, that when you shall 
be married, you may know how to 
euM your husband's mistakes and to 
prevent your own. 
First, then, you are to consider, yoo 
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Urm IB a time which hath rendered 
•ome kind of frailties go habitual that 
th^ lay claim to large grains of 
allowance. The world in this is soiiie- 
what nneqoaly and our sex seemeth 
to play the ty^Aut, in distingoishkig 
partially for ourselves, by maUiig 
that in the utmost degree criminal hi 
the woman which in a man passcrtih 
under a much gentler censure** The 
root and excuse of this injustice isithe 
preeenration of families from any 
mixture that may bring a blemish to 
them; and whilst the point of honour 
continues to be so placed, it seems 
imayoidable to give your sex the 
greater share of the penally. But if 
in this it lieth under any disadvan* 
tage, you are more than recompensed 
by having the honour of families in 
your keeping. The consideration so 
great a trust must give you maketh 
full amends; and this power the 
world hath lodged in you can hardly 
tmSL to restrain the severity of an ill 
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husband) and to improve the kindness 
and esteem of a good one. This being 
so, remember, that next to the danger 
of committing the fault yourself, the 
greatest is that of seeing it in your 
husband. Do not seem to look or 
hear that way; if he is a man of 
sense he will reclaim himself; the 
folly of it is of itself sufficient to cure 
him. If he is not so, he will be pro- 
voked, but not reformed. To expos- 
tulate in these cases looketh like 
declaring war and preparing reprisals, 
which to a thinking husband would 
be a dangerous reflection. Besides, it 
is so coarse a reason which will be 
assigned for a lady's too great warmth 
upon such an occasion, that modesiy 
no less than prudence ought to re- 
strain her, since such an ^idecent 
complaint makes a wife much more 
ridiculous than the injury that pro- 
voketh her to it. But it is yet worse, 
and more unskilful, to blaze it in the 
world, expecting it should rise up in 
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arms to take her part; whereas, she 
will find it can have no other effeet 
than that she will be served up in all 
companies as the reigning jest at that 
time, and will continue to be the 
common entertainment tUl she is 
rescued by some newer folly that 
Cometh upon the stage, and driveth 
her away from it» The impertinence 
of such methods is so plain that it 
doth not deserve the pains of being 
laid open. Be assured that in these 
cases your discretion and silence will 
be the most prevailing reproof; and 
an affected ignorance, which is seldom 
a virtue, is a great one here. And 
when your husband seeth how unwill- 
ing you are to be uneasy, there is no 
stronger argument to persuade him 
not to be unjust to you. Besides, it 
will naturally make him more yielding 
in other things ; and whether it be to 
cover or redeem his offence, you may 
have the good effect of it whilst it 
lasteth, and all that while have the 
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most reasonable ground that can be 
of presuming such a behaviour at last 
will entirely convert him. There is 
nothing so glorious to a wife as a 
victory so gained ; a man so reclaimed 
is for ever after subjected to her 
virtue, and her bearing for a time is 
more than rewarded by a triumph 
that will continue as long as her life. 
The next thing I will suppose is that 
your husband may love wine mora 
than is convenient. It will be granted 
that, though there are vices of a deeper 
dye, there are none that have greater 
deformity than this when it is not 
restrained ; but with all this, the same 
custom, which is the more to be 
lamented for its being so general, 
should make it less uneasy to eveiy* 
one in particular who is to suffer by 
the effects of it. So that in the first 
place, it will be no .new thing if you 
should have a drunkard for your hus- 
band; and there is by too frequent 
examples evidence enough that such 

85 



THE LADTS NEW YEAR'S GIFT 

a thing may happen, and yet a wife 
may live too williout being miserable. 
Self-love dietateth aggravating words 
to everything we feel ; ruin and misery 
are the terms we apply to whatever 
we do not like» forgetting the mixture 
allotted to us by the condition of 
human lif e, by which it is not in- 
tended we should be quite exempt 
from trouble. It is faLr, if we can 
escape such a degree of it as would 
oppress uSy and enjoy so much of the 
pleasant part as may lessen the ill- 
taste of such things as are unwelcome 
to us. Everjrthing hath two sides, 
and for our own ease we ought to 
direct our thoughts to that which 
may be least liable to exception. To 
fall upon the worst side of a drunkard 
giveth so unpleasant a prospect that 
it is not possible to dwell upon it. 
Let us pass, then, to the more favour- 
able part, as far as a wife is concerned 
in it. I am tempted to say (if the 
irregularity of the expression could in 
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strictness be justified) that a wife is 
to thank Qod her husband hath faults. 
Mark the seeming paradox, my dear, 
for your own instruction, it being in- 
tended no further. A husband without 
faults is a dangerous observer ; he hath 
an eye so piercing, and soeth every- 
thing so plain, that it is exposed to 
his full censure; and though I will 
not doubt but that your virtue will 
disappoint the sharpest inquiries, yet 
few women can bear the having all 
they say or do represented in the 
clear glass of an understanding with- 
out faults. Nothing sof teneth the arro- 
gance of our nature like a mixture of 
some frailties; it is by them we are 
best told that we must not strike too 
hard upon others, because wo ourselves 
do so often deserve blows; they pull 
our rage by the sleeve and whisper 
gentleness to us in our censures, even 
when they are rightly applied. The 
faults and passions of husbands bring 
them down to you, and make them 
G 97 
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oontent to live upon less unequal 
terms than faiiltless men would be 
willing to stoop to; so haughty is 
mankind till humbled by common 
weaknesses and defects, which in our 
oorrupted state contribute more to- 
wards the reconciling us one to 
another than all the precepts of the 
philosophers and divines; so that 
where the errors of our nature make 
amends for the disadvantages of yours, 
it is more your part to make use of 
the benefits than to quarrel at the 
fault. 

Thus, in case a drunken husband 
shoiild fall to your share, if you will 
be wise and patient, his wine shall 
be of your side; it will throw a veil 
over your mistakes, and will set out 
and improve everything you do that 
he is pleased with. Others will like 
him less, and by that means he may 
perhaps like you the more; when, 
after having dined too well, he is re- 
ceived at home without a storm, or so 
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much as a repFoaehfuI look, the wine 
will naturally work out all in kindness, 
which a wife must encourage, let it 
be wrapped up in never so much 
impertinence. On the other side, it 
would boil up into rage if the mis- 
taken wife should treat him roughly, 
like a certain thing called a kind 
shrew, than which the world, with all 
its plenty, cannot show a more sense^ 
less, ill-bred, forbidding creature. 
Consider, that where the man will 
give such frequent intermissions of 
the use of his reason, the wife insen- 
sibly getteth a right of governing 
in the vacancy, and that raiseth h^r 
character and credit in the family to 
a higher pitch than perhaps could 
be done under a sober husband, who 
never putteth himself into an incapa* 
city of holding the reins. If these are 
not entire consolations, at least they 
are remedies to some degree. They 
cannot make drunkenness a virtue, 
nor a husband given to it a felioii^. 
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but you will do yourself no ill oi&oe 
in the endeavouring, by these meanSp 
to make the best of such a lot» in case 
it should happen to be yours; and 
by the help of a wise observation, to 
make that very supportable which 
would otherwise be a load that would 
oppress you. 

• The next case I will put is, that 
your husband may be choleric or ill- 
humoured. To tills it may be said 
that passionate m«Q generally make 
amends at the foot of the account: 
such a man, if he is angry one day 
without any sense, will the next day 
be as kind without any reason; so 
that by marking how the wheels of 
such a man's head use to move, you 
may easily bring over all his passions 
to your party ; instead of being struck 
down by his thunder, you shall direct 
it where and upon whom you shall 
think it best applied. Thus are the 
strongest poisons turned to the best 
remedies; but then there must be art 
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in it, and a skilful hand, else the least 
bungling maketh it mortaL There is 
a great deal of nice care requisite to 
deal with a man of this complexion; 
choler proceedeth from pride, and 
maketh a man so partial to himself 
that he swelleth against contradiction, 
and thinketh he is lessened if he is 
opposed; you must in this case take 
heed of increasing the storm by an 
unwary word, or kindling the fire 
whilst the wind is in a comer which 
may blow it in your face; you are 
dexterously to yield everything till he 
beginneth to cool, and then by slow 
degrees you may rise and gain upon 
him. Yotu* gentleness well timed will, 
like a charmer, dispel his anger ill 
placed ; a kind smile will reclaim when 
a shrill, pettish answer would provoke 
him ; rather than fail upon such occa- 
sions, when other remedies are too 
weak, a little flattery may be admitted, 
which, by being necessary, will cease 
to be criminal. If ill humour and 
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sullennessy and not open and sudden 
heat is his disease, there is a way of 
treating that too, so as to make it a 
grieranoe to be endnred. In order to 
it you are first to know that naturally 
good sense hath a mixture of surly in 
it, and there being so much f oUy in 
the world, and for the most part so 
triumphant, it giveth frequent tempta- 
tions to raise the spleen of men who 
think right ; therefore that which may 
generally be ealled ill humour is not 
always a fault ; it becometh one when 
either it is wrong applied or that it is 
continued too long when it is not sa 
For this reason you must not too 
hastily fix an ill name upon that 
which may perhaps not deserve it; 
and though the case should be that 
your fausbistnd might too sourly resent 
anything he disliketh, it may so 
happen that more blame may belong 
to your mistake than to his ill 
humour. If a husband behaveth him- 
self sometimes with an indifference 
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that a wife may think ofiFensivey she 
is in the wrong to put the worst sense 
upon it, if by any means it will admit 
a better. Some wives will call it ill 
humour if their husbands change 
thmr style from that which they used 
whilst they made their first addresses 
to them; others will allow no inter- 
mission or abatement in the expres- 
sions of kindness to them, not enough 
disting^uishing times, and forgetting 
that it is impossible for men to keep 
themselves up all their lives to the 
height of some extravagant moments. 
A man may at some times be less 
oarefuL in little things without any 
cpld or disobliging reasons for it, as a 
wife may be too expecting in smaller 
matters, without drawing upon herself 
the inference of being unkind. And if 
your husband should be really sullen, 
and have such frequent fits as might 
take away the excuse of it, it con- 
cemeth you to have an eye prepared 
to discern the first appearances of 
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oloady weather and to wateh when 
the fit goeth off, which seldom lasteth 
long if it ifl let alone; bat whilst the 
mind is sore everything galleth it, and 
that maketh it necessary to let the 
black hmnour begin to spend itself 
before you begin to come in and 
venture to undertake it. 

If in the lottery of the world you 
should draw a eovetous husband, I 
confess it will not make you proud of 
your good luck; yet even such a one 
may be endured too, though there are 
few passions more intractable than 
that of avarice. You musp first take 
care that your definition/ of avarice 
may not be a mistake; you are to 
examine every circumstance of your 
husband's fortune, and weigh the 
reason of everything you expect from 
him before you have right to pro* 
nounce that sentence. The complaint 
is now so general against all husbands 
that it giveth great suspicion of its 
being often ill-grounded; it is impos- 
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sible they should all deserve that 
censure, and therefore it is certain 
that it is many times misapplied. He 
that spareth in everything is an inex- 
cusable niggard; he that spareth in 
nothing is as inexcusable a madman. 
The mean is, to spare in what is least 
necessary, to lay out more liberally 
in what is most required in our several 
circumstances ; yet this will not always 
satisfy. There are wives who are imt 
patient of the rules of economy, and 
are apt to call their husbands' kind* 
ness in question if any other measure 
is put to their expense than that of 
their own fancy ; be sure to avoid this 
dangerous error, sudi a partiality to 
yourself, which is so offensive to an 
understanding man that he will very 
ill bear a wife's giving herself such an 
injurious preference to all the family 
and whatever belongeth to it. But 
to admit the worst, and that your 
husband is really a close-handed 
wretch, you must in this, as in other 
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eases, endeayour to make it less afflict^ 
ing to you; and first you must observe 
seasonable hours of speaking. When 
you offer anything in opposition to 
this reigning humour, a third hand 
and a wise friend may often prevail 
more than you will be allowed to do 
in your own cause. Sometimes you 
are dexterously to go along with him 
in things where you see that the 
niggardly part of his mind is most 
predominant, by which you will have 
the better opportunily of persuading 
him in things where he may be more 
indifferent. Our passions are very 
unequal, and are apt to be raised or 
lessened, according as they work upon 
different objects; they are not to be 
stopped or restrained in those things 
where our mind is more particularly 
engaged. In other matters they are 
more tractable, and will sometimes 
give reason a hearing and admit a 
fair dispute. More than that, there 
are few men, even in this instance of 
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ayarioe» so entirely abandoned to it, 
that at some hours, and upon some 
occasions, will not forget their natures 
and for that time turn prodigal; the 
same man who will grudge himself 
what is necessary, let his pride be 
raised and he shall be profuse; at 
another time his anger shall have the 
same elffect ; a fit of vanity, ambition, 
and sometimes of kindness, shall open 
and enlarge his narrow mindf a dose 
of wine will work upon this tough 
humour, and for the time dissolve 
it. Your business must be, if this 
case happeneth, to watch these critical 
moments, and not let one of them slip 
without making your advantage of 
it; and a wife may be said to want 
skSH if by these means she is not able 
to secure herself in a good measure 
against the inconveniences this scurvy 
quaUty in a husband might bring upon 
her; except he should be such an in- 
curable monster as I hope wiU never 
fall to your share. 
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The last suppoBition I will make is» 
that your husband should be weak» 
and incompetent to make use of the 
privileges that belong to him; it will 
be yielded that such a one leaveth 
Doom for a great many objections; 
but Gk>d Almighty seldom sendeth a 
grievance without a remedy, or at 
least such a mitigation as taketh 
away a great part of the sting and 
snuurt of it. To make such a misfor- 
tune less heavy, you are first to bring 
to your observation that a wife very 
often maketh the better figure for her 
husband's making no great one» and 
there seemeth to be little reason why 
the same lady that chooseth a waiting- 
woman with worse looks may not be 
content with a husband with less wit» 
the argument being equal from the 
advantage of the comparison. If you 
will be more ashamed in some cases 
of such a husband, you will be less 
afraid than you would perhaps be of 
a wise one ; his unseasonable weakness 
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may no doubt sOmetiines giieve you, 
but then set against this that it giveth 
you the dominion, if you will make 
the right use of it; it is next to his 
being dead, in which case the wife 
hath right to administer; therefore 
be sure, if you have such an idiot, 
that none, except yourself, may have 
the ben^t of the forfeiture. Such a 
fool is a dangerous beast if others 
have the keeping of him, and you 
must be very undexterous if, wheii 
your husband shall resolve to be an 
ass, you do not take care he may be 
your ass. But you must go skilfully 
about it, and, above all things, take 
heed of distinguishing in pubUc what 
kind of husband he is; your inward 
thoughts must not hinder the out- 
ward payment of the consideration 
that is due to him; your slighting 
him in company (besides that it 
would, to a discerning bystander, give 
too great encouragement for the 
making nearer application to you) is 
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in. itself such a& indecent way of 
a88iiming» that it may provoke the 
tame creatare to break loose and to 
show his. domitiian for his eredit, 
which he was content to forget for 
his ease. In shorti the surest and the 
most approved method will be to do 
]i)ce a wise minister to an easy prince: 
first give him the orders yon after* 
wards receive from him. With all 
this» that which you are to pray for 
is a wise husband, one that l^- know- 
ing how to be a master, for that 
very reason will not let you feel the 
weight of it; one whose authority is 
so softened by ^ his kindness that it 
giveth you ease without abridging 
your liberty; one that will return so 
much tenderness for your just esteem 
of him that you will never want 
power, though you will seldom care to 
use it. Such a husband is as much 
above all the other kinds of them as 
a rational subjection to a prince, great 
in himself, is to be preferred before 
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the disquiet and uneasiness of un- 
limited liberty. 

Before I leave this head, I must add 
a Uttle concemmg your behaviour 
to your husband's friends, which re- 
quireth the most refined part of your 
understanding to acquit yourself well 
of it. You are to study how to live 
with them with more care than you 
are to apply to any other i>art of 
your life, especially at firsts that you 
may not stumble at the first setting 
out. The family into which you are 
grafted will generally be apt to expect 
that» like a stranger in a foreign 
country, you should conform to their 
methods and not bring in a new 
model by your own authority; the 
friends in such a case are tempted to 
rise up in arms as against an unlawful 
invasion, so that you are with the 
utmost caution to avoid the least 
appearance of anything of this kind. 
And that you may witib less difficulty 
afterwards give your directions, be 
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sure at first to receive them from your 
husband's friends, gain them to you 
by early applying to them, and they 
will be so satisfied that, as nothing 
is more thankful than pride when it is 
complied with, they will strive which 
of them shall most recommend you, 
and when they have helped you to 
take root in your husband's good 
opinion, you will have less dependence 
upon theirs, though you must not 
neglect any reasonable means of pre- 
serving it. You are to consider that 
a man governed by his friends is very 
easily infiamed by them, and that one 
who is not so will yet for his own 
sake expect to have them considered. 
It is easily improved to a point of 
honour in a husband not to have his 
relations neglected, and nothmg is 
more dangerous than to raise an 
objection which is grounded upon 
pride; it is the most stubborn and 
lasting passion we are subject to, 
and where it is the first cause of the 
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war it is very hard to make a secure 
peace. Your caution in this is of the 
last importance to you, and that you 
may the better succeed in it, carry a 
strict eye upon the impertinences of 
your servants; take heed that their 
ill-humour may not engage you to 
take exceptions, or their too much 
assuming in small matters raise con- 
sequences which may bring you under 
great disadvantage. Remember, that 
in the case of a royal bride, those 
about her are generally so far sus- 
pected to bring in a foreign interest 
that in most countries they are insen- 
sibly reduced to a very small number, 
and those of so low aflgure that it doth 
not admit the being jealous of thenu 
In little and in the proportion, this 
may be the case of every new-married 
wonuui, and therefore it may be more 
advisable for you to gain the servants 
you find in a family than to tie your- 
self too fast to those you carry into 
it; you are not to overlook these 
H US 
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small reflections because they may 
appear low and inconsiderable, for it 
may be said, that as the greatest 
streams are made up of the small 
drops at the head of the springs from 
whence they are derived, so the 
greatest circumstances of your life 
will be in some degree directed by 
these seeming trifles, which having 
the advantage of being the first acts 
of it» have a greater effect than singly 
in their own nature they could pre- 
tend to. 

I will conclude this article with my 
advice that you would, as much as 
nature will give you leave, endeavour 
to forget the great indulgence you 
have found at home; after such a 
gentle discipline as you have been 
under, everything you dislike will 
seem the harsher to you. The tender- 
ness we have had for you, my dear, 
is of another nature, peculiar to kind 
I>arents, and different from that which 
you will meet with at first in any 
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family into which you shall be trans- 
planted, and yet they may be very 
kind, too, and afford no justifiable 
reason to you to complain. You must 
not be frightened with the first appear- 
ances of a differing scene, for when 
you are used to it you may like the 
house you go to better than that you 
left ; and your husband's kindness will 
have so much the advantage of ours 
that we shall yield up all competition, 
and, as well as we love you, be very 
well contented to surrender to such a 
rival. 

HousB, Family, and Childbbn. — 
You must lay before you, my dear, 
that there are degrees of care to re- 
conunend yourself to the world in the 
several parts of your life; in many 
things, tihough the doing of them weU 
may raise your credit and esteem, yet 
the omission of them would draw no 
immediate reproach upon you. In 
others, where your duty is more par- 
ticularly applied, the n^leot of them 
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is amongst those faults which are not 
forgiven, and will bring you under a 
censure, which will be a much heavier 
thing than the trouble you would 
avoid. Of this kind is tibe govern- 
ment of yoiu* house, family, and chil- 
dren, which, since it is the province 
allotted to your sex, and that the 
discharging it well will for that 
reason be expected from you, if you 
either desert it out of laziness or 
manage it ill for want of skill, instead 
of a help you wiU be an encumbrance 
to the family where you are placed. 
I must tell you that no respect is 
lasting but that which is produced 
by our being in some degree useful to 
those that i>ay it; where that faileth, 
the homage and the reverence go 
along with it, and fly to others where 
something may be expected in ex- 
change for them. And upon this 
principle the respects even of the 
children and the servants will not 
stay with one that doth not think 
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them worth their oare, and the old 
housekeeper shall make a better 
figure in the family than the lady 
with all her fine clothes, if she 
wilfully relinquish her title to the 
government; therefore take heed of 
earryiag your good breeding to such 
a height as to be good for nothing, 
and to be proud of it. Some think it 
hath a great air to be above troubling 
tiieir thoughts with such ordinary 
things as their house and family; 
others dare not admit cares for fear 
they should hasten wrinkles ; mistaken 
pride maketh some tibdnk they must 
keep themselves up and descend not 
to these duties, which do not seem 
enough refined for great ladies to be 
employed in ; forgetting all this while 
that it is more than the greatest 
princes can do at once to preserve 
respect and to neglect their business. 
No age ever erected altars to insigni- 
ficant gods, they had all some quality 
applied to them to draw worship 
h2 U7 



THE LADTS NEW YEAR'S GIFT 

from mankind ; this maketh it the 
more unreasonable for a lady to 
expect to be considered and at the 
same time resolve not to deserve it. 
Good looks alone will not do, they 
are not such a lasting tenure as to be 
relied upon, and if they should stay 
longer than they usually do, it will 
by no means be safe to depend upon 
ti^em, for when time hath. abated the 
violence of the first liking, and that 
the nap is a little worn off, though 
still a good degree of kindness may 
remain men recover their sight, which 
before might be dazzled, and allow 
themselves to object as well as to 
admire. In such a case, when a hus- 
band seeth an empty airy thing that 
sails up and down the house to no 
kind of purpose, and looks as if she 
came thither only to make a visit, 
when he findeth that after her empti- 
ness hath been extreme busy about 
some very senseless thing, that she 
eats her breakfast half-an-hour before 
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dinner to be at greater liberty to afiEUct 
the company with her discourse, then 
calleth for her coach that she may 
trouble her acquaintance who are 
already cloyed with her ; and having 
some proper dialogues ready to dis- 
play her foolish eloquence at the top 
of the stairs, she setteth out like a 
ship out of harbour, laden with trifles, 
and Cometh back with them. At her 
return she repeateth to her faithful 
waiting-woman the triumphs of that 
day^s impertinence, then, wrapped 
up in flattery and clean linen, goeth 
to bed, so satisfied that it throweth 
her into pleasant dreams of her own 
felicity. Such a one is seldom serious 
but with her tailor; her children 
and family may now and then have 
a random thought, but she never 
taketh aim but at something very 
impertinent. 

I say when a husband (whose pro- 
vince is without doors, and to whom 
the economy of tiie house would be 
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in some degree indecent) findeth no 
order nor quiet in his family — ^meeteth 
with complaints of all kinds springing 
from this root — the mistaken lady» 
who thinketh to make amends for all 
this by having a well^hosen petticoat, 
will at last be convinced of her error, 
and with grief be forced to undergo 
the penalties that belong to those who 
are wilfully insignificant. When this 
scurvy hour cometh upon her she first 
groweth angry, then when the time of 
it is past would perhaps grow wiser, 
not remembering that we can no more 
have wisdom than grace whenever we 
think fit to call for it. There are times 
and periods fixed for both, and when 
they are too long neglected the punish- 
ment is that they are irrecoverable, 
and nothing remaineth but an useless 
grief for the folly of having thrown 
them out of our power. You are to 
think what a mean figure a woman 
maketh when she is so degraded by 
her own fault, whereas there is 
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nothing in those duties which are 
expected from yon that can be a 
lessening to you, except your want of 
conduct make it so. You may love 
your children without living in the 
nursery, and you may have a compe- 
tent and discreet care of them without 
letting it break out upon the company 
or exposing yourself by turning your 
discourse tihat way, which is a kind 
of laying children to the parish, and 
it can hardly be done anywhere 
that those who hear it will be so 
forgiving as not to think they are 
overcharged with thenL A woman's 
tenderness to her children is one of 
the least deceitful evidences of her 
virtue, but yet the way of expressing 
it must be subject to the rules of good 
breeding, and though a woman of 
quality ought not to be less kind to 
them than mothers of the meanest 
rank are to theirs, yet she may dis* 
tinguish herself in the manner and 
avoid the coarse methods which in 
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women of a lower size might be more 
excusable. Yon must begin early to 
make them love you that they may 
obey you. This mixture is nowhere 
more necessary than in children, and 
I must tell you that you are not to 
expect returns of kindness from 
yours, if you ever have any, without 
grains of allowance, and yet it is not 
so much a defect in their good nature 
as a shortness of thought in them. 
Their first insu£Biciency maketh them 
lean so enth-ely upon their parents 
for what is necessary, that the habit 
of it maketh them continue the same 
expectations for what is unreasonable, 
and as often as they are denied so 
often they think they are injured, 
and whilst their desires are strong 
and their reasons yet in the cradle, 
their anger looketh no farther than 
the thing they long for and cannot 
have; and to be displeased for their 
own good is a maxim they are very 
slow to understand; so that you may 
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conclude the first thoughts of your 
children will have no small mixture 
of mutiny, which being so natural you 
must not be angry except you would 
increase it. You must deny them as 
seldom as you can, and when there 
is no avoiding it, you must do it 
gently, you must flatter away their 
ill-humours, and take the next oppor- 
tunity of pleasing them in some other 
things before they either ask or look 
for it ; this will strengthen your auth<- 
ority by making it soft to them, and 
confirm their obedience by making it 
tiieir interest. 

You are to have as strict a guard 
upon yourself amongst your children 
as if you were amongst your enemies ; 
they are apt to make wrong infers 
enoes, to take encouragement from 
half words, and misapply what you 
may say or do, so as either to lessen 
their duty or to extend their liberiy 
farther than is convenient. Let them 
be more in awe of your kindness than 
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of your power, and above all, take heed 
of supporting a favourite child in its 
impertinence, which will give right to 
the rest of claiming the same privilege. 
If you have a divided number, leave 
the boys to the father's more peculiar 
care, that you may with greater justice 
pretend to a more immediate jurisdic- 
tion over those of your own sex. You 
are to live so with them that they 
may never choose to avoid you exo^t 
when they have offended, and then let 
them tremble that they may distin- 
guish, but their penance must not 
continue so long as to grow too sour 
upon their stomachs, that it may not 
harden instead of correcting them. 
The kind and severe i>arts must have 
their several turns seasonably applied, 
but your indulgence is to have the 
broader mixture, that love, rather 
than fear, may be the root of their 
obedience. 

Your servants are in the next place 
to be considered; and you must re- 
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member not to fall in the mistake of 
thinking, that because they receive 
wages, and are so much inferior to you, 
therefore they are below your care to 
know how to manage them. It would 
be as good reason for a master work- 
man to despise the wheels of his 
engine because they are made of 
wood. These are the wheels of your 
family; and let your directions be 
never so faultless, yet if these engines 
stop, or move wrong, the whole order 
of your house is either at a stand, or 
discomposed. Besides, the inequality 
which is between you, must not cause 
you to forget that nature maketh no 
such distinction, but that servants 
may be looked upon as humble 
friends, and that returns of kindness 
and good usage are as much due to 
such of them as deserve it, as their 
service is due to us when we require 
it. A foolish haughtiness in the style 
of speaking, or in the manner of 
commanding them, is in itself veiy 
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indecent, besides that it begetteth an 
aversion in them, of which the least 
ill-effect to be expected is, that tiliejr 
will be slow and careless in all that 
is enjoined them; and you will find it 
true by your experience, that you will 
be so much the more obeyed as you 
are less imperious. Be not too hasty 
in giving your orders, nor too angry 
when they are not altogether ob- 
served ; much less are you to be loud, 
and too much disturbed; an evenness 
in distinguishing when they do well or 
ill, is that which will make your family 
move by a rule, and witliout noise, 
and wiU the better set out your skill 
in conducting it with ease and silence, 
that it may be like a well-disciplined 
army, which knoweth how to antici- 
I>ate the orders that are fit to be given 
them. You are never to neglect the 
duty of the present hour, to do another 
thing which, though it may be better 
in itself, is not to be unseasonably 
preferred. Allot well -chosen hours 
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for the inspection of your family, 
which may be so distinguished from 
the rest of your time, that the neces- 
sary cares may come in their proper 
places, without any influence upon 
your good humour, or interruption to 
other things. By these methods you 
will put yourself in possession of being 
valued by your servants, and then 
their obedience Will naturally follow. 
I must not forget one of the greatest 
articles belonging to a family, which 
is the expense. It must not be such, 
as by failing either in the time or 
measure of it, may rather draw cen- 
sure than gain applause. If it was 
well examined, there is more money 
given to be laughed at than for any 
one thing in the world, though the 
purchasers do not think so. A well- 
stated rule is like the Line, when that 
is once passed we are under another 
Pole ; so the first straying from a rule 
is a step towards making that which 
was before a virtue to change its 
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natiire, and to grow either into a vice, 
or at least an impertinence. The art 
of laying out money wisely is not 
attained to without a great deal of 
thought; and it is yet more difficult 
in the case of a wif e, who is acoount- 
aUe to her husband for her mistakes 
in it. It is not only his money, his 
credit too is at stake, if what lieth 
under the wife's care is managed, 
either with indecent thrift, or too 
loose profusion; you are therefore 
to keep the mean between these two 
eactremes, and it being hardly possible 
to hold the balance exactly even, let 
it rather incline towards the liberal 
side, as more suitable to your quality, 
and less subject to reproach; of a 
two, a little money misspent is sooner 
recovered than the credit which is 
lost by having it unhandsomely saved ; 
and a wise husband will less f oi^give 
a shameful piece of i>arsimony than a 
little extravagance, if it is not too 
often repeated ; his mind in this must 
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be your ohie£ direction; and his 
temper, when once known, will in 
great measure justify your part in 
the management, if he is pleased 
with it. 

In your clothes avoid too much 
gaudiness ; do not value yourself upon 
an embroidered gown ; and remember, 
that a reasonable word, or an obliging 
look, will gain you more respect than 
all your fine trappings. Tlds is not 
said to restrain you from a decent 
compUanoe with the world, provided 
you take the wiser, and not the 
f oolisher part of your sex for your 
pattern. Some distinctions are to be 
allowed, whilst they are well -suited 
to your quaUty and fortune, and in 
the distribution of the expense, it 
seemeth to me, that a full attendance 
and well - chosen ornaments for your 
house, will make you a better figure 
than too much glittering in what you 
wear^ which may with more ease be 
by those that are below you ; 
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yet this must not tempt you to starve 
eveiything but your own apartment; 
or in order to more abundance theret 
give just cause to the least servant 
you have to complain of the want of 
what is necessary. Above all, fix it 
in your thoughts, as an unchangeable 
maxim, that nothing is truly fine but 
what is Htf and that just so much as 
is proper for your circumstances of 
their several kinds, is much finer than 
all you can add to it; when you once 
break through these bounds, you 
launch into a wide sea of extrava- 
gance; everything will become neces- 
sary, because you have a mind to it ; 
and you have a mind to it, not because 
it is fit for you, but because somebody 
else hath it. This lady's logic setteth 
reason upon its head, by carrying the 
rule from things to persons, and ai>- 
pealing from what is right to every 
fool that is in the wrong. The word 
^necessary' is miserably applied, it 
disordereth families, and overtumeth 

180 



THE LADITS NEW YEAR'S GIFT 



govenunents by being so abused. Be- 
member, that children and fools want 
everythingy because they want wit to 
distinguish; and, therefore, there ii^ 
no stronger evidence of a crazy under- 
standing than the making too large 
a catalogue of things necessary, when 
in truth there are so very few things 
that have a right to be placed in it. 
Try everything first in your judgment^ 
before you allow it a place in your 
desire, else your husband may think 
it as necessary for him to deny, as 
it is for you to have whatever is un- 
reasonable ; and if you shall too ottea 
give him that advantage, the habit of 
refusing may perhaps reach to things 
that are not unfit for you. 

There are unthinking ladies, who do 
not enough consider how little their 
own figure agreeth with the fine 
things they are so proud of; others, 
when they have them, will hardly 
allow them to be visible ; they cannot 
be seen without light, and that is 
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many times so sauey and so Frjring, 
fhat it is like a too forward gaUanti 
to be forbid the ehamber. Some, 
when you are ushered into their dark 
rurile, it is with snoh solemnity that 
a man wonld swear there was some- 
thing in it^ till the nnskilfol lady 
breaketh silenoe, and b^ginneth a ehat^ 
whieh diseovereth it is a puppet-play 
with magnificent soenes. Many esteem 
things rather as th^ are haid to be 
gotten, than that they are worth 
getting : this looketh as if ihej had 
an interest to pursue that maxim, 
beeause a great part of their own 
value dependeth upon it. Truth in 
these cases would be often unmannerly, 
and might derogate from the preroga- 
tive great ladies would assume to them- 
selves, of being distinct creatures from 
those of their sex who are inferior, 
and of less difficult access in other 
things too. 

Tour condition must give the rule 
to you, and therefore it is not a wife's 
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part to aim at more than a bounded 
liberality; the farther extent o£ that 
quality (otherwise to be commended) 
belongeth to the husband, who hath 
better means for it. Generosity wrong 
placed becometh a vice, and it is no 
more a virtue when it groweth into 
an ineonvenience. Virtues must be 
enlarged or restrained according to 
differing cireimistances. A princely 
mind will undo a private family, 
therefore things must be suited, or 
else they will not deserve to be com- 
mended, let tibiem in themselves be 
never so valuable; and the expecta- 
tions of the world are best answered 
when we acquit ourselves in that 
manner which seemeth to be pre* 
scribed to our several conditions, 
without usurping upon those duties 
which do not so particularly belong 
to us. 

I will close the consideration of this 
Mtide of expense with this short 
word: do not fett^: yourself with 
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such a restraint in it as may make 
70a remarkable ; but remember that 
virtue is the greatest ornament, and 
good sense the best equipage. 

Bbhavioub and Convbbsation.— It 
is time now to lead 70U out of your 
house into the world. A dangerous 
step; where your virtue alone will 
not secure you» except it is attended 
with a great deal of pradence. You 
must have both for your guard and 
not stir without them; the enemy is 
abroad, and you are sure to be taken 
if you are found straggling. Your 
behaviour is therefore to incline 
strongly towards the reserved part; 
your character is to be immovably 
fixed upon that bottom, not excluding 
a mixture of greater freedom, as far 
as it may be innocent and well-timed. 
The extravagances of the age have 
made caution more necessary ; and by 
the same reason that the too great 
licence of ill men hath by consequence 
in many things restrained the lawful 
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liberty of those who did not abuse it, 
the unjustifiable freedoms of some of 
your sex have involved the rest in the 
penalty of being reduced. And though 
tins cannot so alter the nature of 
things as to make that criminal 
which in itself is indifiPerent, yet, if 
it maketh it dangerous, that alone is 
sufftcient to justify the restraint. A 
dose behaviour is the fittest to receive 
virtue for its constant guest, because 
there, and there only, it can be secure. 
Proper reserves are the outworks, and 
must never be deserted by those who 
intend to keep tiie place; they keep 
off the possibility not only of being 
taken, but of being attempted ; and if 
a woman seeth danger at never so 
remote a distance, she is for that time 
to shorten her line of liberty. She 
who will allow herself to go to the 
utmost extents of everything that is 
lawful, is so very near going further, 
that those who lie at watch will begin 
to count upon her. 
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Mankind, from the douMe tempta- 
tion of vanity and desire, is apt to 
tom^eveiytliing a woman doth to the 
hopefol side ; and there are few who 
dare make an impudent applieation 
till th<q^ discern something which .thej 
are willing to take for an eneonrage* 
ment. It is safer, therefore, to prevent 
snoh forwardness, than to go dboutto 
eore it. It gathereth strength by the 
first allowanees, and daimeth a right 
from having beeii at any time suffered 
with impnnily. Therefore, nothing is 
with more care to be avokled tiban 
snob a kind of civilily as may be mis^ 
taken for invitation. It will not be 
enough for you to keep yourself free 
from any criminal engagements ; for if 
you do that which either raises hopes 
or createth discourse, there is a spot 
thrown upon your good name; and 
those kinds of stains are the harder 
to be taken out, being dropped upon 
you by the man's vanity, as well as by 
the woman's malice. Most men are in 
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one sense platonic lovers, though they 
are not willing to own that chfloraeter ; 
th^ are so far philosophers as to 
allow that the greatest part o£ plea- 
sure lieth in the mind; and. in pur* 
suance of that maxin^ there are few 
who do not place the felicity, more 
in the opinion of the world, of their 
being prosperous lovers, than in the 
blessing itself, how much soever they 
appear to value it. This being so, you 
must be very cautious not to gratify 
these chameleons at the price of brings 
ing a cloud upon your reputation^ 
which may be deeply wounded, though 
your conscience is unemicerned. Yemt 
own sex, too, will not fail to help ;tlie 
least appearance that giveth a handle 
to be iU-tumed ; the best of them will 
not be displeased to improve their 
own value, by laying others under a 
disadvantage; when there is a fair 
oeeasion given for it. It distinguisheth 
them still the more; their own credit 
is still the more exalted, aadt Kke 
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a picture set off with shades, diineth 
more when a lady, less iimoeenti or 
less disereet, is set near, to make them 
appear so mueh the brighter. If these 
lend their breath to blast sueh as are 
so unwary as to giTe them this advan- 
tage, yon may be sore there will be a 
stronger gale from those who, besides 
malice or emulation, have an interest 
toob to strike hard upon a Tirtoons 
woman: it seemeth to them, thattheir 
load of infamy is lessened by throwing 
piart of it upon others; so that they 
will not only improve when it lieth in 
their way, but take pains to find oat 
the least mistake an innocent woman 
committeth, in revenge of the injury 
she doth in leading a life which is a 
reproach to them. With these you 
must be extreme wary, and neitiiier 
provoke them to be angry, nor invite 
them to be intimate. 

To the men you are to have a be- 
haviour which may secure you without 
offending them. No ill-bred affected 
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shyness nor rougfaness, unsoitable to 
your sex and unnecessary to your 
virtue ; but a way of living that may 
prevent all coarse railleries or un- 
mannerly freedoms ; looks that f orlud 
without rudeness, and oblige without 
invitation, or leaving room for the 
saucy mf erences men's vanity sug- 
gesteth to them upon the least encour- 
agementa This is so very nice, that 
it must engage you to have a per^ 
petual watch upon your eyes, and to 
remember, that one careless glance 
giveth more advantage than a hundred 
words not enough considered ; the lanr 
guage of the eyes being very much 
tiiie most significant, and the most 
observed. Your civility, which is 
always to be preserved, must not be 
carried to a compliance which may 
betray you into irrecoverable mis- 
takes. This French ambiguous word 
* oomplaisance,' hath led your sex into 
more blame than all other things put 
together. It carrieth them l^ degrees 
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into a certain thing called 'a good 
kind of woman '—an easy idle oreatnre, 
that doth neither good nor ill bat by 
chance, hath no choice, but leaveth 
that td the company she keepeth. 
Time, which by degrees addeth to the 
signification of words, hath made her, 
according to the modem style, little 
better than one who thinketh it a 
rudeness to deny, when civilly re- 
qnired, either her service in person, 
or her friendly assistance to those 
who would have a meeting or want 
a confidant. She is a certein thing 
always at hand, an easy companion 
who hath ever great compassion for 
distressed lovers. She censureth no- 
thing but rigour, and is never without 
a plaster for a wounded reputation, 
in which chiefly lieth her skill in 
chirurgery. She seldom hath the 
propriety of any particular gallant, 
but liveth upon brokage, and waiteth 
for the scraps her friends are content 
to leave her. 
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There is another character not quite 
so criminal, ' yet not less ridiculous, 
which is that of 'a good «> humoured 
woman': one who thinketh she must 
always be in a laugh, or a broad 
smile ; and because good-humour is an 
obliging quality, thinketh it less iU- 
manners to taJk impertinently than 
to be silent in company. When such 
a prating engine rideth admiral, and 
carrieth the lantern in a circle of 
fools, a cheerful coxcomb coming in 
for a recruit, the chattering of 
monkeys is a better noise than such 
a concert of senseless merriment. If 
she is applauded in it^ she is so en- 
couraged, that^ like a ballad-singer, 
who, if commended, breaketh his 
lungs, she letteth herself loose, and 
overfloweth upon the company. She 
eonceiveth that mirth is to have no 
intermission, and therefore she ^ will 
carry it about with her, though it be 
to a funeral; and if a man should 
put a familiar question, she doth, not 
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know very well how to be angry, for 
then she would be no more that 
pretty thing called 'a good-humoured 
woman.' This necessity of appearing 
at all times to be so infinitely pleased 
is a grievous mistake, since in a hand- 
some woman that invitation is un- 
necessary, and in one who is not so, 
ridiculous. 

It is not intended by this that 
you should forswear laughing; but 
remember, that fools being idways 
painted in that posture, it may fright 
those who are wise from doing it too 
frequently, and going too near a copy 
which is so little inviting; and much 
more from doing it loud, which is an 
unnatural sound, and looketh so much 
like another sex, that few things are 
more offensive. That boisterous kind 
of jollity is as contrary to wit and 
good manners as it is to modesty and 
virtue; besides, it is a coarse kind of 
quality that throweth a woman into 
a lower form, and degradeth her from 
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the rank of those who are more 
refined. Some ladies speak aloud and 
make a noise to be the more minded, 
which looketh as if they beat their 
drums for volunteers, and if by mis- 
fortune none come in to them, they 
may, not without reason, be a good 
deal out of countenance. 

There is one thing yet more to be 
avoided, which is the example of those 
who intend nothing farther than the 
vanity of conquest, and think them* 
selves secure of not having their 
honour tainted by it. Some are apt 
to believe their virtue is too obscure, 
and not enough known, except it is 
exposed to a broader light, and set out 
to its best advantage, by some public 
trials. These are dangerous experi- 
ments, and generally fail, being built 
upon so weak a foundation, as that of 
a too great confidence in ourselves; 
it is as safe to play with fire as to 
dally with gallantry. Love is a 
passion that Iwth friends in the garri- 
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son, and for tJiat reason, most by a 
woman be kept at such a distance 
that she may not be within the danger 
of doing the most usual thing in the 
world, which is conspiring against 
herself; else the humble gallant, who 
is only admitted as a trophy, very 
often becometh the conqueror; he 
putteth on the style of victory, and 
from an admirer groweth into a 
master, for so he may be called from 
the moment he is in possession. The 
first resolutions of stopping at good 
opinion and esteem grow weaker 
by degrees against the charms of 
courtship skilfully applied. A lady is 
apt to think a man speaketh so much 
reason whilst he is commending her, 
that she hath much ado to believe him 
in the wrong when he is making love 
to her; and when, besides the natural 
inducements your sex hath to be 
merciful, she is bribed by well-chosen 
flattery, the poor creature is in danger 
of being caught, like a bird listening 
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to the whistle of one that hath a 
siiare for it. Conquest is so tempting 
a thing, that it often maketh women 
mistake men's submissions, which, 
with all their fair appearances, have 
generally less respect than art in them* 
Yon are to remember, that men who 
say extreme fine things, many times 
say them most for their own sakes, 
and that the vain gallant is often as 
well pleased with his own compli- 
ments as he could be with the kind- 
est answer; where there is not t^at 
ostentation you are to suspect there 
is design ; and as strong perfumes are 
seldom used but where they are neces- 
sary to smother an unwelcome scent; 
so excess of good words leaves room 
to believe they are strewed to cover 
something whkdi is to gain admittance 
under a disguise. You must, there- 
fore, be upon your guard, and con* 
sider, that of the two, respect is more 
dangerous than anger, it puts even 
the best understand&igs out of their 
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place for fhe time, till their ieoond 
tluragfats restore them; it stealeth 
upon OS inseiuribly, throweth down 
oar defenoest and makcrtjh it too Uto 
to redst, after we have given it thieit 
advantage, whereas railing goeth away 
in sound: it hath so nmeh noise in i<^ 
that hy giving warning it bespeaketh 
oaation. Bespeet is a dow and a sure 
poison, and, like poison, swelleth os 
within onrsdlves; where it prevaileth 
too much, it groweth to be a kind of 
apoplexy in the mind, tometh it quite 
round, and after it hath onoe seised 
the understanding, becometh mortal 
to it. For these reasons, the safest 
way is to treat it like a sly enemy, 
and to be perpetually upon the watch 
against it. 

I will add one advice to conclude 
this head, which is, that you will let 
every seven years make some altera- 
tion in you towards the graver side, 
and not be like the girls of fifty, who 
resolve to be always young, whatever 
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Time with his iron teeth hath deter- 
mined to the contrary. Unnatural 
things carry a deformity in theni 
never to be disg^uised; the liyeliness 
of youth in a riper age looketh like a 
new patch upon an old gown ; so that 
a gay matron* a cheerful old fool, may 
be reasonably put into the list of the 
tamer kind of monsters. There is a 
certain creature called a Grave Hobby* 
Horse, a kind of she-numps, that pre* 
tendeth to be pulled to a play, and 
must needs go to Bartholomew Fair to 
look after the young folks, of wh(»n 
she only seemeth to make her care, 
when in reality she only taketh them 
for her excuse-; such an old butter!^ 
is of all creatures the most ridicuhnis, 
and the soonest f bund out. It is good 
to be early in your caution, to >ayoid 
anything that cometSi within distance 
of such despicable patteriis, and, not 
likiBt some ladles, ?:w1k> defw their eon* 
version till they %av«^been so long in 
pctofldroion ctf- bshig toiigfa[0d atv 4ha4 
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the world doih not know how to 
change their (riylot even when they 
ere redafaned from that which gave 
the first oooasion for it» 

The advantagee of being reeeryed 
are. too many to be set down; I will 
only iu^ that it is a gnard to a good 
woman and a di^gnifle to an ill one» 
It ie of so much use to both that those 
oagfat to use it as an artifice who 
refnse to practise it as a virtue. 

FaiBMneHiFS.— I mnst in a particular 
manner recommend to yoa a strict 
care in the choiee of your friendships; 
perhaps the best are not without tibMir 
objections, but however, be sure that 
yours may not stray from the rules 
which the wiser part of the world 
hatli set to them. The leagues offen- 
sive and defensive seldom hold in 
politics^ and much* less in friendships; 
the violent intimacies, when once 
broken, of which they scarce ever fail, 
make such a noise:, the bag of secrets 
uniied» they fly about like birds let 
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loose from a cage, and become the 
entertainment of the town. Besides, 
these gpreat deamesses by degrees 
grow injurious to the rest of your 
acquaintance, and throw them off 
from you; there is such an offensive 
distinction when the dear friend 
eometh into the room that it is 
flinging stones at the company, who 
are not apt to forgive it. 

Do not lay out your friendship too 
lavishly at first, since it will, like other 
things, be so much the sooner spent; 
neither let it be of too quick a growth; 
for as the plants which shoot up too 
fast are not of that continuance as 
those which take more time for it, so 
too swift a progress in pouring out 
your kindnese is a certain sign that 
by the course of nature it will not be 
long-lived. You will be responsible 
to the world if you pitch upcm such 
friends as at the same time are under 
the weight of any criminal objection ; 
in that case you wfll brhig yourself 
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under the disadvantages of their ehar- 
acter, and must bear your part of it. 
Choosing implieth approving ; and if 
you fix upon a lady for your friend 
against whom the world shall have 
given judgment^ it is not so well 
natured as to believe you are alto- 
gether averse to her way of living, 
since it doth not discourage you from 
admitting her into your kindness ; and 
resemblance of inclinations being 
thought none of the least inducements 
to friendship, you will be looked upon 
at least as a well-wisher, if not a 
partner with her in her faidts. If 
you can forgive them in another it 
may be presumed you will not be less 
gentle to yourself, and therefore you 
must not take it ill if you are reckoned 
a croupi^re, and condemned to pay an 
equal share with such a friend of the 
reputation she hath lost. 

If it happeneth that your friend 
should fall from the state of inno- 
cence after your kindness was engaged 
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to her, you may be slow in your belief 
in the beginning of the discovery; bat 
as soon as you are convinced by a 
rational evidence you must, without 
breaking too roughly, make fair and 
quick retreat from such a mistaken 
acquaintance, else by moving too 
slowly from one that is so tainted the 
contagion may reach you so far as to 
give you part of the scandal, though 
not of the guilt. This matter is so 
nice that as you must not be too 
hasty to join in the censure upon your 
friend when she is accused, so you are 
not on the other side to defend her 
with too much warmth; for if she 
shoidd happen to deserve the report 
of common fame, besides the venation 
that belongeth to such a mistake, you 
will draw an ill * appearance upon 
yourself j and it will be thought you 
pleaded for her not without some con- 
sideration of yourself • The anger 
which must be put on to vindicate the 
rq^utation of an injured friend -may 
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incline the company to suspect you 
would not be so zealous if ^ere was 
not a possibility that the case might 
be your own. For this reason you are 
not to carry your deamess so far as 
absolutely to lose your sight where 
your friend is concerned. Because 
malice is too quidk-sighted, it does not 
follow that friendship must be blind; 
Hhere is to be a mean between these 
two extremes^ else your excess of good 
nature may betray you into a very 
ridiculous figure, and by degrees you 
may be preferred to such offices as 
you will not be proud of. Your ignor- 
ance may lessen the guilt, but will im- 
prove the jest upon you, who shall be 
kindly solicitous to procure a meet- 
ing and innocently contribute to the 
ills you would avoid; whilst the con- 
triving lovers, when they are alone, 
shall make you the subject of their 
mirth, and perhaps, with respect to 
the Goddess of Love be it spoken, it 
is not the worst part of their enter- 
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tainmeiit» at least it is the most 
lasting, to laugh at the believing 
friend who was so easily deluded. 

Let the good sense of your friends 
be a chief ingredient in your choice 
of them; else, let your reputation be 
never so dear, it may be clouded by 
their impertinence. It is like our 
houses being in the power pf a 
drunken and a careless neighbour, 
only so much worse, as that there will 
be no insurance here to make you 
amends, as there is in the case of fire. 

To conclude this paragraph. If for- 
mality is to be allowed in any instance, 
it is to be put on to resist the in- 
trusion of such forward women as 
shall press themselves into your 
friendship, where, if admitted, they 
will either be a snare or an encum- 
brance. 

Cbhsubil— It will come next to your 
consideration how you are to manage 
your; Censure, in wluch both care and 
skUliWill be a good 4eal required. To 
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distingtiish is not only natoralt but 
neoenuuy 9 and the effeot of it is that 
we cannot avoid giving judgment 
in our mindB either to absolve or to 
condemn, as the case reqnireth. The 
difficnlty is to know where and when 
it is fit t<^ proclaim the sentence. An 
aversion to what is criminal, and a 
contempt of what is ridiculous^ are 
the inseparable companions of under- 
standing and virtue; but the letting 
them go farther tiian our own 
thoughts hath so much danger in it 
that though it is neither possible nor 
fit to suppress them entirely, yet it is 
necessary th^ should be kept under 
very great restramts. An unlimited 
liberty of this kind is little less than 
sending an herald to proclaim war to 
the world, which is an angry beast 
when so provoked. The contest will 
be unequal, though you are never so 
much in the right; and if you begin 
against such an adversary it will tear 
you in pieces, and with this justiflca- 
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tion, that it is done in its own defence. 
Yon must therefore take heed of 
laughing, except in company that is 
very sure; it is throwing snowballs 
against bullets, and it is the disad- 
vantage of a woman that the malice 
of the world will help the brutality 
of those who will throw a slovenly 
untruth upon her. You are for this 
reason to suppress your impatience 
for fools, who, besides that they are 
too strong a party to be unnecessarily 
provoked, are of all others, the most 
dangerous in this case. A blockhead 
in his rage will return a dull jest 
which will lie heavy, though there is 
not a grain of wit in it^ Others will 
do it with more art^ and you must not 
think yourself secure because your 
reputation may perhaps be out of the 
reach of ill-will; for he it findeth that 
part guarded it will seek one which 
is more exposed; it flieth, like a 
corrupt humour in the body, to the 
weakest part. If you have a tender 
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side the world will be sure to find it 
and to put the worst colour upon all 
70U say or do, give an aggravation to 
everything that may lessen you, and 
a spiteful turn to everything tJiat 
might recommend you. Anger layeth 
open those defects which friencUhip 
woidd not see and civility might be 
willing to forget. Malice needeth no 
such invitation to encourage it, neither 
are any pains more superfluous than 
those we take to be ill spoken of. If 
envy, which never dieth and seldom 
sleepeth, is content sometimes to be in 
a slumber, it is veiy unskilful to make 
a noise to awaken it. 

Besides, your wit will be misapplied 
if it is wholly directed to discern the 
faults of others, when it is so neces- 
sary to be often used to mend and 
prevent your own. The sending our 
thoughts too much abroad hath the 
same effect as when a family never 
stayeth at home ; neglect and disorder 
naturally followeth, as it must do 
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within ourselTes if we do not fre- 
quently turn our eyes inwards to see 
what is amiss with us; where it is a 
sign we have an unwelcome prospect, 
when we do not care to look upon it, 
but rather seek our consolations in 
the f aidts of those we converse with. 
Avoid being the first in fixing a 
hard censure; let it be confirmed by 
the general voice before you give in to 
it ; neither are you then to give sen- 
tence like a magistrate, or as if you 
had a special authority to bestow a 
good or ill name at your discretion. 
Do not dwell too long upon a weak 
side, touch and go away; take pleas- 
ure to stay longer where you can 
commend, like bees that fibc only upon 
those herbs out of which they may 
extract the juice, of which their honey 
is composed. A virtue studk witii 
bristles is too rough for this age; it 
must be adorned with some flowers, 
or else it will be unwillingly enter- 
tained^ lio that even where it may be 
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fit to strike, do it like a lady, gently; 
and assure yourself that where you 
take care to do it you will wound 
others more and hurt yourself less 
by soft strokes than by being harsh 
or violent. 

The triumph of wit is to make your 
good nature subdue your censure, to 
be quick in seeing faidts, and slow 
in exposing them. You are to con- 
sider that the invisible thing called a 
good name is made up of the breath 
of numbers that speak well of you; 
so that if by a disobliging word you 
silence the meanest, the gale will be 
less strong which is to bear up your 
esteem. And though nothing is do 
vain as the eager pursuit of empty 
applause, yet to be well thought of 
and to be kindly used by the world 
is like a glory about a woman's head ; 
it is a perfume she carrieth about 
with her and leaveth wherever she 
goeth; it is a charm against ill-will. 
Malice may empty her quiver, but 
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cannot wound; the dirt will not stick; 
the jests will not take. Without the 
consent of the world a scandal doth 
not go deep ; it is only a slight stroke 
upon the party injured, and retumeth 
with the greater force upon those that 
gave it. 

Vanitt and Affbgtation. — I must 
with more than ordinary earnestness 
give you caution against vanity^ it 
being the f atdt to which your sex 
seemeth to be the most inclined; and 
since affectation, for the most part, 
attendeth it, I do not know how to 
divide them. I will not call them 
twins, because more properly vanity 
is the mother, and affectation the 
darling daughter: vanity is the sin, 
and affectation the punishment; the 
first may be called the root of self- 
love, the other the fruit; vanity is 
never at its full growth till it 
spreadeth into affectation, and then 
it is complete. 

Not to dwell any longer upon the 
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definitum of them, I will paw to tibe 
means and motilTeB to avoid them. 
In order to it%. yoa are to oonrider 
that the world ohallengeth the right 
of distributing eeteem and apj^lanae; 
80 that where any awmme by their 
single authcnity to be thehr own 
carvers, it groweth angry, and never 
faileth to seek revenge; and if we 
may measure a fault by the great- 
ness of the penalty, there are few 
of a higgler sise than vanity, as 
there is scarce a punishment wfaidi 
can be heavier than that of being 
laughed at. 

Vanity maketh a woman tainted 
with ity so topful of herself that she 
spilleth it upon the company; and 
because her own thoughts are entirely 
employed in self • contemplation she 
endeavoureth by a cruel mistake to 
confine her acquaintance to the same 
narrow circle of that which only con- 
cemeth her ladyship, forgetting that 
she is not of half that importance to 
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the world that she is to herself, so 
mistaken she is in her value by being 
her own appraiser. She will fetch 
snoh a compass in discourse to bring 
in her beloved self, and rather than 
faU, her fine petticoat, that there can 
hardly be a better scene than such a 
trial of ridiculoiis ingenuity. It is a 
pleasure to see her angle for com- 
mendation and rise so dissatisfied with 
the ill-bred company if tiiey will not 
bite. To observe her throwing her 
eyes about to fetch in prisoners, and 
go about cruising like a privateer, and 
so out of countenance if she return 
witiiout booty, is no ill piece of 
comedy. She is so eager to draw 
respect that she always misseth it^ 
yet thinketh it so much her due that 
when she f aileth she growetii waspish, 
not considering that it is impossible 
to commit a rape upon the will, that 
it must be fairly gained, and will not 
be taken by storm, and that in this 
case the tax ever riseth highest by a 
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benerolenoe. If the world, mstead of 
admiring her imaginary ezoellencee, 
taketh &e liberty to laugh at .them, 
she appealeth fiom it to heamelf, for 
whom she giveth sentence and pror 
dauneth it in all companies. On the 
other side, if enconr^;^ by a d.Til 
word, she is so obliging that she will 
give thanks for b^g laughed. at in 
good language. She taketh a compli- 
ment for a demonstration, and setteth 
it up as an evidence, even against her 
hxkldng- glass; but the good lady, 
being all this while in a most pro- 
found ignorance of herself, f orgetteth 
that men would not let her talk upon 
them, and throw so many senseless 
words at their heads if they did not 
intend to put her person to fine and 
ransom for her impertinence. Good 
words of any other lady are so many 
stones thrown at her ; she can by no 
means bear them; they make her so 
uneasy that she cannot keep her seat ; 
but up she riseth, and goeth home 
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half burst with anger and strait- 
laeing. If by great chance she saith 
anything that hath sense in it she 
expecteth such an excessive rate of 
commendations that» to her thinking, 
the company ever riseth in her debt. 
She looketh upon rules as things 
made for the common people, and not 
for persons of her rank, and this 
opinion sometimes provoketh her to 
extend her prerogative to the dis- 
pensing with the Commandments. If 
by great fortune she happeneth, in 
spite of her vanity, to be honesty she 
is so troublesome with it that, as far 
as in her lieth, she maketh a scurvy 
thing of it. Her bragging of her 
virtue looketh as if it cost her so 
much pains to get the better of her> 
sdf that the inferences are very ridi- 
culous. Her good-humour is generally 
applied to the laughing at good sense. 
It would do one good to see how 
heartily she despiseth anything that 
is fit for her to do. The greatest part 
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of her fanqr is laid out in ehoarfng 
her gown, as her discretion is ohiefly 
emplojed in not paying tor it. She is 
&ithfal to the faahiont to whieh not 
only her opinion, bat her senses, are 
wholly res^ned ; so obsequious she is 
to. it that she would be ready to be 
reoonoiled even to virtue, with all its 
faults, if she had her danoing*master^s 
word that it was practised at eoart 
To a woman so composed when 
affectation cometh in to improve her 
character it is then raised to the 
highest perfection. She first setteth 
up. for a fine thing, and for that 
reason will distinguish herself, right 
or wrong, in everything she doth. 
She would have it thought that she 
is made of so much the finer day, 
and so much more sifted than ordin- 
ary, that she hath no common earth 
about her. To this end she must 
neither move nor speak like other 
women, because it would be vulgar, 
and therefore must have a language 
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of hier awn, since erdinaiy EngHdi is 
too coarse for her^ The looking-glass 
in the morning dicti^teth to her all 
the motions of tiie day, which by how 
miieh ihe more stiidied are so much 
the more mistaken. She cometh into 
a room as if her limbs were set on 
with ill-made screws, which maketh 
the company fear the pretty thing 
should leave some of its artifleial 
person upon the floor. She doth not 
Hke herself as €k>d Almighty made 
her, but will have some of her own 
workmanship, which is so far from 
making her a better thing than a 
woman that it tumeth her into a 
worse creature than a monkey. She 
f alleth out with nature, against which 
she maketJi war without admitting 
a truce, those moments excepted in 
which her gallant may reconcile her 
to it. When she hath a mind to be 
soft and languishing there is some- 
thing so unnatural in that affected 
easiness that her firowns could not 
l2 les 
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tiiwih ranj >|lb0H^f>bf^d]3efnii^i«<iJbiiiit 
the oftlinaiy roles^'tiie mistaken liuAy 
foUoweth without distinguishing the 
unequal pattern; and maketh herself 
uglier by an example misplaced^ either 
fprgetting the privilege of good looks 
in another, or presuming, without 
flRifficient reason, upon her own. 'Eier 
discourse is a senseless chime of 
empty words, a heap of compliments 
so equally applied to differing persons 
that they are neither valued nor 
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bdierred. Her eyes keep pace with 
her tongue, and are therefore always 
in motion ; one may discern that they 
generally incline to the compassionate 
sMe, and that^ notwithstanding her 
pretence to vhrtae, she is gentle to 
distressed lovers and ladies that are 
merdfuL She will repeat the tender 
part of a play so feelingly that the 
emnpany may guess, without injustice, 
she was not altogetiier a disinterested 
spectator. She thinketh that paint 
and sin are concealed by railing at 
them; upon tiie latter she is less hiBurd; 
and being divided between the two 
opposite prides of her beauly and her 
virtue, she is often tempted to give 
broad hints that somebody is dyii^ 
for hor, and of the two she is less un^ 
willing to let the world think she may 
bei sometimes profoned than that she 
is never worshipped. 

Very great beauty may perhaps so 
dazzle for a time l^t men may not 
so clearly see Hbe-^ deformity of these 
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pated to flies that liave pretty shining 
'wings for two or three hot montiis, 
but tibe first cold weather maketb an 
end of tiiem; so the latter season of 
these fluttering creatures is dkinali 
itoxa their nearest fri^ids they i receive 
a very faint resi>ect; from the rest of 
the world the utmost degree of eon- 
tempt* 
Let this picture supply the place of 
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any other rules whu^ might be given 
ter prevent your reaemblanoe to it. 
The deformi^ of it, w^il oonsiderad, 
is instruction enough, from the very 
same reason tiiat . thei sight of a 
drunkard is a bettei^ serqton against 
that vice than the best that was ever 
preached upon that subject. 

Pbidb. -^ After . having said this 
against vanity, L do not intend to 
i^ply the tame censure to pride well 
placed and rightly defined. It is an 
ambiguous word ; one kind of it is al 
much a virtue as the otiier is a vice*; 
but we are naturally so apt to chob^ 
the worst tiiiat it is become dangferoils 
to conimend the ^best side of it. ' / 
^ Awoman is not to be proud of her 
fine gown, nor, when she hath less wit 
than her neighbours, to comfort hinv 
self tiiat she hath more lace. Some 
ladieb put so much weight uiM>n oms^ 
ments that if one could see into their 
hearts it would be found that even 
the* thoughts of death are made less 
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godi iMTgelf Iqr bfeftiigr too driieato^iai 
tf^x^maiy thinj^ to6 ooamw f or 

her; iida is aai unmannerly ami: offend 
«ii^ pride^ and where it is pradjsed 
deserveth to be nunrtifi^dt of whidk it 
seldom faileth^ . She is not to lean too 
snudi upon her ^ quaJity, much less to 
despise those who are* below it. Some 
make quality an idol, and then their 
reason must fall down and worship it; 
they would have the world think: that 
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no aznends can ever -be made for the 
wank of a great titlert^ an ancient 
coat of arms ; th(^ ipiagine that with 
these advantages thegr-^tand upon the 
h%her ground, which maketh them 
look /down upon merit and virtue as 
things inferior tQ< them^ This mistake 
is not only 8en9ele8S, but eriminal too» 
in putting a greater price upon that 
which is a piece of good luck lAian 
upon things whidi are valuable in 
themselves. Laughing is not enough 
for such a folly; it must be severely 
whipped, as it justly deserves. It will 
be confessed there are frequent temp- 
tations given by pert upstarts to be 
angiy, and by that to have our judg* 
ment corrupted in these cases; but 
they are to be resisted; and the 
utmost that is to be allowed is — when 
those of a new edition will forget 
thmnselvesy so as either to brag of 
their weak side or to endeavour to 
hide their meanness hy their insolence 
— ^to cure them by a little seasonable 
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raillery, a little ftharpness well placed, 
without dwc^ng too long up<m it. 

These and many otiier kinds of {vride 
are to be avoidedL 

That whidi is to be recommeiided 
to you is an emulation to raise joat* 
self to a dbaraeterv 1^ which yoo-i^Ay 
be distinguished, an eagerness for pre* 
eedence in virtue and all such other 
things as may gain you a greater 
share of the good opinion of tiie 
world. Ebteem to Mrtue is like a 
dberishing air to plants and flowers, 
which maketh them blow and prosper, 
and for l^t reason it may be allowed 
to be in some degree the cause as well 
as the reward of it. That pride which 
leadeth to a good end cannot be a 
vice, since it is the beginning of a 
virtue; and to be pleased with just 
applause is so far from a fault that it 
would be an ill symptom in a woman, 
who should not place the greatest 
part of her satisfaction in it. Humil- 
ity is no doubt a great virtue, but it 

172 



THE LADY'S NEW TEAR'S GIFT 

oeaeeth to be 00 wken it is afraid to 
floom an ill thing. Against vioe and 
folly it is becoming your sex to be 
haughty, but you must not oarry the 
contempt of things to arrogance to- 
wards i>ersons, and it must be done 
with fitting distinctions, else it may 
be inconvenient by being unseason- 
able.- A pride that raiseth a Uttie 
anger to be outdone in anjrthing that 
is good will have so good an effect 
that it is very hard to allow it to be 
a fault. 

It is no easy matter to carry even 
between these differing kinds so de- 
scribed; but r^nember that it is safer 
for a woman to be thought too proud 
than too familiar. 

DiYBBSiONS.— The last thing I shall 
reconmiend to you is a wise and a 
safe method of using diversions; to 
be too eager in the pursuit of pleasure 
whilst you are young is dangerous ; to 
catch at it in riper years is grasping a 
shadow that wUl not be held ; besides, 
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Mm; 0imfiMiMite lifel ipte m biiMi^ 
to not mily ridtouknu but dtiiiUiniitli 

«ifaidf like the bo^t to tircid faiyrcbeiiig 
always in one posture; to6 serious 
breaketh it, and too diverting loosrai- 
eth it. It is variety that giveththe 
relishy so that diversions too fre- 
quency repeated grow first to be in- 
different, and at last tedious. Whilst 
they are well-chosen and well-timed 
they are never to be blamed, but 
when they are used to an excess, 
tiiough very innocent at firsts they 
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often grow to be criminal, and never 
fail to be impertinent. 

Some ladies are bespoken for merry 
meetings, as Bessus was for duels; 
they are engaged in a oircle of idle- 
ness, where they turn round for the 
whole year without the interruption 
of a serious hour; they know all the 
players' names, and are intimately 
acquainted with all the booths in 
Bartholomew Fair. No soldier is 
more obedient to the sound of his cap- 
tain's trumpet than they are to that 
which summoneth them to a puppet- 
play or a monster. The spring that 
bringeth out flies and fools maketh 
them inhabitants in Hyde Park; in 
the winter they are an encumbrance 
to the playhouse and the ballast of 
the Drawing-room. The streets all 
this while are so weary of these daily 
faces that men's eyes are overlaid 
with them. The sight is glutted with 
fine things as the stomach with sweet 
ones ; and when a fair lady will give 
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^^#o^^fliy ■OTn»liiiie<,i to tmrtiijiilii 
to«ir^?iittyi -0r to^^tiwrtij^Mpfltoblrto'iliil 
IMIrf^lMdtolraif^lMiil tor«^ ifc! m fUltot 
lui^to be oalldA a gsmMtor^ is t(arM$ 
ttvoided, next to the things that Bar4 
most criminal. It hath consequenees 
of several kinds not to be endured ; 
it will engage you into a habit of 
icUeness and iU-hours, draw you into ill* 
mixed company^ make you negleet your 
ciTilities abroad and your business at 
home, and impose into your acquaint- 
ance such as will do you no credit. 
To deep play there will be yet 
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greater objeetione; it will give occa- 
sion to the world tb ask spiteful 
questions :— how you dare venture to 
lose, and what means you have to 
pajr finidh great sums. If you x>ay 
exactly, it will be inquired from 
whence the money cometh; if you 
owe, and espedaQy to a man, you 
must be so very civil to him for his 
forbearance, that it layeth a ground 
of having it farther improved if the 
gentleman is so disposed, who will be 
thought no unfair creditor if where 
the estate faileth he seizeth upon the 
person. Besides, if a lady could 'See 
her own face upon an ill game, at a 
deep stake, she would certainly for- 
swear anything that could put her 
looks under such a disadvantage. 

Dancino. — ^To dance sometimes will 
not be imputed to you as a fault, but 
remember that the end of your learn- 
ing it was that you might know tiie 
better how to move gracefully ; it is 
oofy an advantage so far; when it 
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^^rJM:ilcii mot0: iiili^t to^^ slid ta iiiU 
these headsy and many more mi^ht tie 
added to them ; but I must resti^aiu 
my thoughts, whioh are full of my 
dear child, and would overflow into a 
volume, which would not be fit for a 
new-year's gift. I will conclude with 
my warmest wishes for all that is 
good to you ; that you may live so as 
to be an ornament to your family, 
and a pattern to your sex; that you 
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may be blessed with a husband that 
may value, and with children that may 
inherit, your virtue; that you may 
shine in the world by a true light, 
and silence envy by deserving to be 
esteemed; that wit and virtue may 
both conspire to make you a great 
figure — ^when they are separated, the 
first is so empty, and the other so 
faint, that they scarce have right to 
be commended. May they therefore 
meet and never part: let them be 
your guardian angels, and be sure never 
to stray out of the distance of their 
joint protection : may you so raise your 
character, that you may help to make 
the next age a better thing, and leave 
posterity in your debt for the advan- 
tage it shall receive by your example. 

Let me conjure you, my dearest, to 
comply with this kind ambition of a 
father, whose thoughts are so engaged 
in your behalf, that he reckoneth 
your happiness to be the greatest 
part of his own. 
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SIB WALTER RALEIGH'S 
INSTRUCTIONS TO HIS SON 

YiBTUous Pbbsons to be mads 
CHOiGB OF FOB Fbibnd&— There is 
nothing more becoming any wise man, 
than to make choice of friends^ for hy 
them thou shait be judged what thou 
art: let them ther^ore be wise and 
virtuouSy and none of Uiose that follow^ 
thee for gain; butmake election rather ' 
of thy betters, than thy inferiors, shun^ 
ning always such as are poor and 
needy : for if thou givest twenly gifts, 
and refuse to do the like but once, all 
that thou hast done will be lost, and 
such men will become thy mortal^ 
enemies. Take also special care, that 
thou never trust any friend or servant, 
with any matter that may endanger 
thine estate; for so shalt thoa maJke 
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thyself a bond-slave to him that thou 
trustest, and leave thyself always to 
his mercy: and be sure of this, thou 
shalt never find a friend in thy young 
yearsy whose conditions and qualities 
will please thee after thou oomest to 
more discretion and judgment, and 
than all thou givest is lost, and. all 
wherein thou ^lalt trust such a one, 
will be discovered. Such therefore as 
we thy inferiors, will follow thee bot 
lio.eat thee out, and when thou leavest 
to feed them, they will hate thee; and 
■och kind of men, if thou preserve tiiy 
estate, will always be had« And if thy 
friends be of better quality than thy- 
self, thou mayest be sure of two things : 
the first, that they will be more care- 
ful to keep thy counsel, because they 
have more to lose than thou hast : the 
second, they will esteem thee for thy- 
self, and not for that which thou dost 
possess. But if thou be subject to any 
great vanity or ill (from which I hope 
God will bless thee), then therein trust 
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no laan ; for every man's folly ought 
to be his greatest secret. And al» 
though I persuade thee to associate 
thyself with thy betters^ or at least 
witii thy peers, yet remember always 
that thou venture not thy estate with 
any of those great ones that shall 
attempt unlawful things; for sueh 
men bbour for themselves, and not 
for thee; thou shalt be sure to peart 
with them in the danger, but not in 
the honour; and to venture a sure 
estate in pres^it, in hope of a better 
in future, is mere madness: and. greats 
men forget sueh as have done them 
servioe» wh^d they have obtained 
what they would, and will rather 
hate thee for saying thou hast been 
a means of their advanoeinent, thMi j 
acknowledge it. . 

I could give thee a thousand ex- 
amples, and I myself know it, and 
have tasted it in all the course oi 
my / life ;. when thou shalt read and 
o]t|A^rve the stories of all nations. 
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thou shalt find innumerable examples 
of Hie like. Let thy love therefore 
be to the best, so long as they do 
^^well; but take heed that thou love 
' 0od, thy Oountry, thy Prince, and 
thine own Estate, before all others: 
ior the fancies of miea change, and he 
€hat loves to-day, hateth to-morrow; 
but let reason be thy schoolmistress, 
L^which shaU ever guide thee aright 
Gbbat Cabb to be had a ms 
CHOOSING OF ▲ WiFB.— The next and 
greatest care ought to be in the choice 
of a wife, and the only danger therein, 
is beauty, by which all men in all ages, 
wise and foolish, have been betrayed. 
And though I know it vain to use 
reasons or arguments to dissuade thee 
from being captivated therewith, there 
being few or none that ever resisted 
that witchery, yet I cannot omit to 
warn thee, as of other things, which 
may be thy ruin and destruction. For 
the present time, it is true, that every 
man prefers his fantasy in that appe- 
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tite, before all other worldly desires, 
leaving the care of honour, credit, and 
safely, in respect thereof* But re- 
member, that though these affections 
do not last, yet the bond of marriage 
dureth to the end of thy Uie, Be-'l 
member, secondly, that if thou marry 
for beauty, thou bindeth thyself aU 
thy life for that which perchance will 
neither last nor please thee one year; 
and when thou hast it, it will be to 
thee of no price at all ; for the desire 
dieth when it is attained, and the 
affection perisheth when it is satisfied. 
Bemember, when thou wert a sucking 
duld that then thou didst love thy 
nurse, and that thou wert fond at 
her ; after a while l^ou didst love thy 
dry-nurse, and didst forget the other; 
after that thou didst also despise hot: 
so will it be with thee in thy liking 
in eld^r years; and therefore, though 
fholu canst not forbear to love, yet 
forbear to link; and after a while 
thou dialt find an alterati<m in thyself. 



litainiliiii IgftidhoMtitfnotitfaiif iHoM 

iiiiiKi iir >hrfit0^ nMj imin i«i^ ^Mfcanr 






pabion of plenly and honouFi Thia 
Bathsheba taught her son Solomon; 
Favour is deceitful, and beauty iisl 
vanity : she saith further, That a ^ wise 
woinan overseeth the ways of ; her. 
household, and eateth not the'hi»ad 
df idleness. ' .^ ^ 

Have therefore ever more care that 
thou be beloved of thy wife, rather 
than thyself besotted on her^ land 
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thou sha|t judge of her love bj ihetie 
two observations: first, if thou per- 
ceive she have a oare of thy estate, 
and exercise herself therein ; the 
other, if she study to please thee, and 
be sweet unto thee m conversation, 
without thy instruction; for love 
iraeds no teaching nor precept* On 
the other side, be not sour or stem 
to thy wife, for cruelty engenderet^ 
no other thing thim hatred : let her 
have equal part of thy estate whilst 
thou livest, if thou find her sparing 
and honest; but what thou givest 
after, thy death, remember that thou 
givest it to a stranger, and most 
times to an enemy; for he that shall 
marry thy wife, "vidll despise thee, thy 
memory, and thine, and shall i>088ess 
the quiet of thy labours, the firuit 
which thou hast planted, enjoy thy 
love, and spend with j<^ and eaae 
what thou hast spared, and gotten 
with, oare and travalL. Yet always 
i^ftuiember, . that thou' leave not ti^ 



'Wllt^tBi'liVfii wUaakn 'U^fai tiiai^ ttkit 

^mWWfUt^^W - ^^^^T ^i^'^m ^^w ^m^^^^t^^^i^^m^w ^HP^i^^F^^^* ^■■■i^^^^ ^^^^^^m^^^m 

mill lMBil^-iB#-dlMrg«^ and #MHtt |m» 

! gi» tow p # than «l>iutaM^^ 

littit li^iMiMitaiBt tot ihjf^ liimiilfv mM 
iitiifbiHii^^JBi' iriiiak^>tli€ii MinBtf^4tD&A 
«Mtliif%liiMii*4lMMIli^ftm MilMii 
WKUm *9^>^wilMxML to eoiiltemaiiaii 



wiriBl^ ordbiHt]^^ ; aiid'tfaeraftii^e tiisr bodbe 
andt estate, which Ureth in thj son, 
dindnot in thy wife, is to be preferred. 
Thy best time 'for marriage will be 
towards tUri^y^for as the yoiuiger 
times are nnfit^ either to choose or 
to govern a wife and family, so if thou 
stay long thou shalt hardly see the 
education of thy children, who being 
left to strangers, are in effect lost : and 
better were it to be unborn, than illi> 
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bred; for thereby thy posterity shall 
either perish, or remain a shame to thy 
namie and family. Bestow therefore 
thy youth so, that thou mayest have 
eomf ort to remember it, when it hath 
forsaken thee, and not sigh and grieve 
at the account thereof. Whilst thou 
art young thou wilt think it will nerer 
have an end; but behold, the longest 
day hath his erening, and that thou 
shalt enjoy it but once— that it never 
turns again; use it therefore as the 
spring-time which soon departeth, and 
wherein thou oughtest to plant, and 
sow all provisions for a long and 
happy life. 

Thb Wisbst BIbn havb bbbn ab-^ 
USBD BY FLATTSBXBa — ^Take care thou 
be not made a fool by flatterers, for 
even the wisest men are abused by 
these. Know therefore, that flatterers 
are the worst kind of traitors; f<^ 
they will strengthen thy imperfections, 
encourage thee in all eidls, correct 
thee in nothing, but so shadow and 
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nil iMnMi^ tM&t^Nftt ^ji^aajtriwijiiiiMiMiii 

Js^rfM^ito jrfv^H^^^^bAMK "^ Am^^^kJAAc ^^^ll^^^&ll f^i^^i^^n^ >^w^^u^^|^g^^^^^H|^II^^^Xjtt|Bv 

said to be a beast that biteth smiling i 
it is said by Isaiah in ttiis manner i ' Mj 
people, they that praise thee, sednee 
thee, and disorder the paths of thy f eet*^t 
and David desired God to cut dut the 
tongue of a flatterer. But it is hard 
to know them fr<mi friends, they are 
so obsequious and foil of protestations ; 
for as a wolf resembles a dog, so dbtfa 
a flatterer a friend. A flatterer 4i 
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compared to an ape, who because she 
cannot defend the house like a dog» 
labour as an ox, or bear burdens as a 
horse, doth therefore yet play tricks 
and provoke laughter. Thou mayes^ 
be sure that he that will in private 
tell thee thy faults, is thy friend, for 
he adventures thy dislike, and doth 
hazard thy hatred ; for there are few 
men that can endure it, every man for 
the most part delighting in self-praise, 
which is one of the most universal 
follies that bewitcheth mankind. ^ 

Privatb Quabrbls to bb avoidbd.— 
Be careful to avoid public disputations 
at feasts or at tables among choleric 
or quarrelsome persons; and eschew 
evermore to be acquainted or familiar 
with rufBans; for thou shalt be in as 
much danger in contending with a 
brawler in a private quarrel, as in 
a battle, wherein thou mayest get 
honour to thyself, and safety to thy 
prince and country; but if thou be 
once engaged, carry thyself bravely. 
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that they may fear thee after. To 
fihnn therefore private fight, be well 
advised in thy words and behaviour, 
for honour and shame is in the talk, 
and the tongue of a man causeth him 
to fall 
r^ Jest not openly at those that are 
simple, but remember how much thou 
art bound to Gk>d, who hath made 
thee wiser. Defame not any woman 
publicly, though thou know her to be 
evil ; for those that are faulty, cannot 
endure to be taxed, but will seek to be 
avenged of thee; and those that are 
not guilty, cannot endure unjust re- 
proach. And as there is nothing more 
shameful and dishonest, than to do 
wrong, so truth itself cutteth his 
throat that carrieth her publicly in 
every place. Remember the divine 
saying, 'he that keepeth his mouth, 
keepeth his life.' Do therefore right 
to all men where it may profit them, 
and thou shalt thereby get much love ; 
and forbear to speak evil things of 
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men, though it be true (if thou be not 
constrained) and thereby thou shalti 
avoid malice and revenge. 

Do not accuse any man of any crime, 
if it be not to save thyself* thy prinoCv 
or country ; for there is nothing more 
dishonourable, next to treason itself, 
than to be an accuser. Notwithstand- 
ing I would not have thee for any 
respect lose thy reputation, or endure 
pubHc disgrace ; for better it were not 
to live, than to live a coward, if the 
offence proceed not from thyself: if 
it do, it shall be better to compound 
it upon good terms, than to hazard 
thjrs^f; for if thou overcome, thou 
art under the cruelty of the law, if 
thou art overcome, thou art dead or 
dishonoured. If thou therefore, con^ 
tend, or discourse in argument, l^it 
be with wise and sober men, of wlM>m 
thou must learn by reasoning, and 
not with ignorant persons; for thou 
shalt thereby instruct those thi^t will 
not thank thee« and will tttt|or;what 

1» 



wBKeWMMm 

filter mon, €lilir^ft44iM^#^flia|^ 
#iiif^iigiis(Biyaiiiit%ii^^ 

BMliilijH^>tli^ m^ fdol ^ feiteqlili 

wty^tmrm are, sueii will way BsnowmM 
be esteemed ; and such will thy deeds 
as thy affections, and such thy lite as 
thy deeds/ Therefore be advised what 
thon dost discourse of, What thou maii^ 
tainestt whether touching religion, 
states or vanity; for if thou err in 
the first, thou shalt be accounted pro- 
fane ; if in the second, dangerous ; if 
in the third, indiscreet and foolish. 
He thibt cannot refrain from much 
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speakings is like a city without W&lls, 
and lesB pains in the world a man 
cannot take^ than to hold his tongue ; 
therefore if thou observest this rule 
in all assemblies, thou shalt seldom 
err— restrain ^hy choler, hearken much 
and speak little; for the tongue is 
the instrument of the greatest good 
and greatest evil that is done in the 
world. 

According to Solomon, life and death 
are in the iK>wer of the tongue : and 
as Euripides truly affirmeth, * Every 
unbridled tongue, in the end, shall find 
itself unfortunate ' ; for in all that erefl 
I observed in the course of worldly 
things, I ever found that men*s for- 
tunes are oftener made by their 
tongues than by their virtues, and 
more men's fortunes overthrown j 
thereby also, than by their vicea An<f 
to conclude, all quarrels, mischief, 
hatred, and destruction, arise from 
unadvised speech, and in much speech 
there are many errorsi o^t of which 
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4«sngiaroM^ a4¥3«^^ And mMCmmi 

t i fc me titfngii •& iibidt it he inoct iMMi^ 
Mm Ssati tbte to €lfoid IMr mwiipiniiii 
dftntf im fai. : thut Idndt ^^And aot^^ t# 
aMiiem ito! tdb-biaraKSb to fajjiiiltiiMi 
jwawmfcib «nd maA m Imiir thiiB »ftliii 
f«dtk otlMT iiimi!k 6(«tetM; tkmik mmif 

BBto hoUflM M q^6«, to iBBTUhmmm 

iiqradf jmA pmmofom mm mosfe boM 
fHB^iiiiwortlqrtOiid 1 1^^ 
iof thMi^ pto(q^«ir» or NspMted «fiHMl^ 
^worthy or wise men. 

Take heed also that thou be not 
found a liar; for a lying spirit is 
hateful both to Gk>d and man. A liar 
is commonly a coward, for he dares 
l^ot avow truth. A liar is trusted of 
no man, he can have no credit^ either 
in pubHc or private ; and if there were 
no more arguments than this, know 
that our Lord, in St John, saith, ' that 
it is a vice proper to Satan,' lying being 
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opposite to the nature oi Gk>d9 which 
consisteth in truth; and the gain of 
lying is nothing else, but not to be 
trusted of any, nor to be believed 
when we say the truth. It is said in 
the Proverbs, 'that God hateth false 
and he that speaketh lies shall 
Thus thou mayst see and find 
in all the books of Gk>d^ how odious 
and contrary to GU>d a liar is ; and for 
the world, believe it, that it never did 
any man good, except in the extremity 
of saving life ; for a liar is of a base, 
unworthy, and cowardly spirit. 
Thbbb Ruuds to bb obsebvbd fob 

THB PbBSBBVATION OF A MAN'S ESTATB. 

— Amongpsit all other things of the 
world, take care of thy estate, which 
thou shalt ever preserve, if thov 
observe three things ; first, that thou 
know what thou hast; what every 
thing is worth that thou hast; and 
to see that thou art not wasted by 
thy servants and of&cers. The second 
is, tibat thou neveir spend any thing 
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Mlate. 31i0f«Mr4^ii, t^ 

MMltgr-''t^fop« > AiMi|li0md t fpt r*^thiBi|ili|pf 
msd: ltotr<qre d» pfcjfag jtlw ynftkcwjiniti 

men. If any frimid t deilre^ ittiae? 4<» fbe 
his surety, give him a part of what 
thou hast to spare; if he press thee 
farth^ he is not thy friend at all, 
for friendship rather chooseth harm 
to itself, than offereth it. If tiiou be 
bound for a stranger, thou art a fool;: 
if for a merchant thou puttest thy 
estate to learn to swim; if for a 
church-man, he hath no inheritance; 
if for a lawyer^ he will find an evasion: 
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by a syllable or wotd, to abuse thee ; 
if for a poor man thou must pay it 
thyself; if for a rich man he needs 
not: therefore from suretyship, as 
from a manslayer or enchanter, bless 
thyself ; for the best profit and return 
will be this — that if thou force him 
for whom thou art bound, to pay it 
himself, he will become thy enemy; 
if thou use to pay it thyself, thou 
wilt become a beggar* And believe^ 
thy father in this, and print .it in thy 
thought — ^that what virtue soever thou 
hast, be it never so manifold, if thou 
be poor withal, thpu and thy qualities 
shall be despised : besides, poverty is 
oftentinotes sent as a curse of Ood, ii 
is a shame amongst men, an imprison- 
ment of the mind, a vexation of every 
worthy spirit ; thou shalt neither help 
thyself nor others; thou shalt drown 
thee in all thy virtues, having no 
mieans to show them; thou shalt ,be 
a burden and an eye-sore to thy 
frien4|9 ; every man wilL fear thy como- 
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«ll^ «r'pkiltiHo*F-<birt<r-aiiy «i^4iiiir 

^ltiiiiiu¥ 'te- IwiHii^ lpottttoi»^ ta»ilB|i^ 
iV^ thee fiMb^'itfMg^ ip«iilirttitil«i# 

defend thenoMlves and thine' own' 
HxBB. Where it is said in l^e' Fro^ 
Tctrbs, that 'he' shall he soire vexed 
that is suretjr for a stranger, and h# 
that hateth suirtflTship is sore* i -Jit is' 
farther said, 'the poor is hated eren' 
of his own neighbouTi but the ridli 
have many friends.' Lend not to 
him that ir mightier than thyself,- 
t6r if thou lendest him, donnt it bnt 
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lostr Be not surety above thy power, 

for if thou be surety think to pay it. 

What sobt of Sbbvahts abb 

FITTBST TO BB BNTBBTAIKBD. — Let thy 

servants be such as thou mayest comr 
niand,and entertain none about theebut 
yeomen, to whom thou givest wages ; for 
those that will serve thee without thy 
:hire, will cost thee treble as much as 
: they that know thy fare : if thou trust 
any servant with thy purse, be sure 
thou take his account ere thou sleep; 
for if thou put it off, thou wilt then 
afterwards for tediousness, neglect it. 
I myself have thereby lost more than 
I am worth. And whatsoever thy 
servant gaineth thereby, he will never 
thank thee, but laugh thy simplicity 
to scorn; and besides, 'tis the way to 
make thy servants thieves, which else 
would be honest. H 

Bbavb Rags wbab soonbst out of 
Fashion. — Exceed not in the humour 
of rags and bravery, for these will 
.soon wear out of fashion; but money 
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#1 tiiy iwMy# mte irrrtr be^ ^Mf$Mm^% 
)_ iMiits, bat K^T foolft a&ll iMrmniiii^ ^'' 

i^ -B»nw «•»' mMm' MvftnF JH^^iMtt 

■• a ^■■■•■^■■■■MB^ W^w ^i^ <■■■ ^pi^i^B^^ ^^ ^^■■■r^^^B W^^V^^V^VV ^nMR^^M^V^ fli^M^^^^^i^ 

f Utidtt tiMttl* l^r^ietfl -iitettiii|>^tiilru| 

m&KB^MBlk tiiM%lif wiil ipiiiK^ H tbi 
[JliMT«tts* And ii 18 maib m i m^M m 
t|iliiVito Ctodt'ttiid^ most dlihiililsMMb 
Ipfore wiortiqr iMa to wrert aai^^itec 
ItoiBEr tiie mni^ and Mboifii^ lilid. 
Ood will never prosper thee in at^t, 
if thou offend therein: but use thy 
poor neighbours and tenants well, pine 
not them and their children to add 
superfluity and needless expenses to 
thyself. He that hath pity on another 
'nian's sorrow, shall be free from it 
himself; and he that delighteth in, 
and scometh the misery of another, 
shall one time or other fall into it 



. himself. Remember this precept, * He 
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that hath mercy *on the poor lendeth 
unto the Lord, and the Lord will re- 
compense hhn what he hath given.' 
I do not understand those for poor, 
which are vagabonds and beggars, 
but those that labour to live, such as 
are old and cannot travel, such poor 
widows and fatherless children as are 
ordered to be relieved, and the poor 
tenants that travail to i>ay their rents 
and are driven to poverty by mis- 
chance, and not by riot or careless 
expenses; on such have thou compas- 
sion, and Gk>d will bless thee for it. 
Make not the hungry soul sorrowful,^ 
defer not thy gift to the needy, for 
if he curse thee in the bitterness of 
his soul, his prayer shall be heard of . 
Him that made him. 
What Inconvbmibncbs happbn to 

SUCH AS DBUGHT IN WiNB.— Take 

especial care that thou delight not in 
wine, for there never was any man 
that came to honour or preferment 
that loved it; for it transformeth a 



iBMitanl bMtk %iii|g0 « sMl^i#«iMMMli 
«»» an arMMid kw%^ diionnilb4hf 

ilnda^ mriiitik. a atetiHiiatiHgtillif 
i» tiijnlf ^ mad !BBm|t««i«rti»>ffte«tifc ii 
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kaMeip ior> s^wm- to heh.wil^ii i lia 
MP vite^'ttttii'/M itr ft» il ntliia 
'iiiTitipg gild iiirtri iiw isoiiviwii, niwH 
A dmnkard will nevw talMa&ucM ^iim 
delight of beastliness; for the loiq;er 
it possesses a man, the more he will 
deUght in it» and the older he growetht 
the more he will be subject to it; for 
it dulleth the spirits and destroyeth 
the body, ai ivy doth the old tree<; os 
as the worm that engendereth in tibe 
kernel of the nut. 

Take heed therefore that such a 
cureless canker pass not thy youth, 
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nor such a bea49tly infection thy old 
age; for then shall all thy life be 
but as the life of a beast, and after 
thy death, thou shalt only leave a 
shameful infamy to thy posterity, 
who shall study to forget that such 
a one was their father. Anacharsis 
saitb, the first draught serveth for 
health, the second for pleasure, the 
third for shame, the fourth for mad- 
ness; but in youth there is not so 
much as one draught permitted; for 
it putteth fire to fire; and therefore 
except thou desire to hasten thine 
end, take this for a general rule, that 
thou never add any artificial heat 
to thy body, by wine or spice, until 
thou find that time hath decayed 
thy natural heat, and the sooner thou 
beginnest to help nature, the sooner 
she will forsake thee, and trust alto- 
gether to art. Who have misfortunes, 
saith Solomon, who have sorrow and 
grief, who have trouble without fight- 
ing, stripes without cause, and f aint- 

2m 



\.\l 



JMigiit ^mqvbl^ kiwi iiiii>iiii|l iA^^tUli^ 
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^i riMi i n al»i thy fribendi wtt dtM&i* 

tibey Miy, wlmt oAenoe tliejr |^i^ 
forget comeliness, commit disorders; 
and to conclude, offend all virtaons 
and honest comi>any, and Gk>d most 
of all, to whom we daily pray for 
health, and a life free from pain; 
and yet by drunkenness and gluttony 
(which is the drunkenness of feedingX 
we draw on, saith Hesiod, a swifts 
hasty, untimely, cruel, and an in- 
famous old age. And St Augua- 

206 



SIB WALTER RALEIGH TO HIS SON 

tine describeth dmnkenneas in this 
manner : * Efarietas est l>Landu8 Dnvnon, 
doloe Tenenum^ sttave peccatum ; quod 
qui habet seipBum non habet; quod 
qui f acit, peccatum non f acit, sed ipse 
est peccatum/ 

< Drunkenness is a flattering devil, 
a sweet poison, a pleasant sin, wluch 
whosoever hatb, hath not himself, 
which whosoever doth commit, dotii 
not coumiit sin, but he himself is 
wholly sin.' 

Innocentius saith, 'Quid turpius 
ebrioso, cui f oetor in ore, tremor in 
corpore, qui promit stulta, prodit oc- 
culta, cui mens alienatur, fades trans- 
ioematur? Nullum secretumubiregnat 
ebrietas, et quid non aliud designat 
malum ? Fecundi calicos quem non 
fecere disertum?' 

'What is flltibier than a drunken 
man, to whom there is stink in the 
mouth, trembling in the body; which 
uttereth foolish things, and revealeth 
secret things ; whose mind is aUenate 
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tlii»ro6f^<ra<iilMr*iitiiBil >iqKMi tbiBe<<i«fa 
guard > against all that tempt thee 
thereunto^ or may practise upon thee 
in thy consoienoe, thy reputation, or 
thy purse; resolve tiiat no man. is 
wise or safe, but he that is honest. 

Serve Ood, let Yam. be the author 
of all thy actions^ commend all thy 
endeavours to him that must either 
wither or prosper them ; please him 
witib prayer, lest if he frown, he c<m- 
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found all thy fortunes and labours 
like the drops of rain on the sandy 
ground: let my experienced advice, 
and fatherly instructions, sink deep 
into thy heart. So God direct thee in 
all his ways, and fill thy heart with 
his grace. 
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LORD BURLEIGH'S ADVICES TO 

HIS SON 

Son Robert, — The virtuous inclina- 
tions of thy matchless mother, by 
whose tender and godly care thy 
infancy was governed, together with 
thy education under so zealous and 
excellent a tutor, put me in rather 
assurance than hope,^that thou art* 
not ignorant of that * summum bonum,' 
which is only able to make thee happy 
as well in thy death as in thy life; I 
mean, the true knowledge and wor- 
ship of thy Creator and Redeemer; 
without which, all other things are 
vain and miserable. So that thy youth 
being guided by so sufficient a teach^ 
I make no doubt that he will furnish 
thy life with divine and moral docu- 
ments. Yet, that I may not cast off 
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the care beseeming a parent towards 
his child; or that thou shouldst have 
cause to derive thy whole felicity and 
welfare rather from others than from 
whence thou receivedst thy breath and 
being; I think it fit and agreeable to 
the affection I bear thee, to help thee 
with such rules and advertisements for 
the squaring of thy life, as are rather 
gained by experience than by much 

' reading. To the end, that entering 
into this exorbitant age, thou mayest 
be the better prepared to shun those 
scandalous courses whereunto ttie 
world, and the lack of experience, 
may easily draw thee. And because 

^I will not confound thy memory, I 
have reduced them into ten precepts; 
and, next unto Moses' Tables, if thou 
imprint them in thy mind, thou shalt 

l^ reap the benefit, and I the content. 
And they are these following: — 

I. When it shall please God to bring 
thee to man's estate, use great provi- 
dence and circumspection in choosing 
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thy wife: for from thence will spring 
all thy future good or eviL And it 
is an action of thy life, like unto a 
stratagem of war : wherein a man can 
err but once. If thy estate be good, 
match near home and at leisure; if 
weak, far off and quickly. Enquire 
diligently of her disposition, and how 
her parents have been inclined in their 
youth. Let her not be poor, how ' 
well-bom soever; for a man can buy 
nothing in the market with gentility. 
Nor choose a base and uncomely 
creature altogether for wealth; for 
it will cause contempt in others andj 
loathing in thee. Neither make choice 
of a dwarf or a fool; for thou shalt 
find it to thy great grief, that there 
is nothing more fulsome than a she- 
fooL 

And touching the guiding of thy 
house, let thy hospitality be moderate ; 
and, according to the means of thy 
estate, rather plentiful than sparing, 
but not costly. For I never knew any 
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mStt wlMf^ ^^camiik of IdMEtt' j^wti'<M^^ 
irarrenttest nor laboTi^ a thfrdn^elil^ ot 
that in thy house. For the other two 
parts will do no more than defray thy 
'extraordinaries, which always sur- 
mount the ordinary by much: ottier- 
wise thou shalt live, like a rich beggar, 
in continual want. And the needy 
man can never live happily nor con- 
tentedly ; for every disaster makes him 
ready to mortgage or selL And that 
^ gentleman who sells an acre of land, 
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sells an ounce of credit. For gentility 
is nothing else but ancient riches. So 
that if the foundation shall at any 
time sink, the building must needs 
follow. So much for the first precept. 
IL Bring thy children up in learn- 
ing and obedience, yet without out- 
ward austerity. FraiBe them openly, 
reprehend them secretly. Give them 
good countenance, and convenient 
maintenance according to thy ability; 
otherwise thy life will seem their 
bondage, and what portion thou shalt 
leave them at thy death, they will 
thank death for it^ and not thee. And 
I am persuaded that the foolish cocker- 
ings of some parents, and the over- 
stem carriage of others, causeth more 
men and women to take ill courses, 
than their own vicious indinations. 
Marry thy daughters in time, lest they 
marry themselves. And suffer not thy^ 
sons to pass the Alps, for they shiJl 
learn nothing there but pride, blas- 
phemy, and atheism. And if by travel 
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they get a few broken langm^^, that 
shall profit them nothing more than to 
have one meat served in divers dishes. 
Neither, by my consent, shalt thou 
train them up in wars; for he that 
sets up his rest to live by that profes- 
sion, can hardly be an honest man, 
or a good Christian. Besides it is a 
(_ science no longer in request than use. 
For soldiers in peace, are like chimneys 
in summer. 

III. Live not in the country without 
oom and cattle about thee. For he 
that putteth his hand to the purse for 
every expense of household is like him 
that keepeth water in a sieve. And 
whftt proTision tboa shalt want, l«uik 
tO'boy it at the best hand. For there 
iacme penny saved in foor, betwixt 
bignig in thy need, and when tlie 
maricets wid seasons serve fittest for 
lt> ' Be not served with kinsmen, or 
friratds, or men entreated to stay ; for 
thsgr expeot much, and do little; mw 
wkh suoh as are amorous, for theic 
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heads are intoxicated. And ke^ 
rather two too few, than one too 
many. Feed them weAl, and pay them 
the most; and then thou mayest 
boldly require service at their hands. 

lY. Let thy kindred and allies be 
welcome to thy house and table. 
Qrace them with thy countenance, 
and farther them in all honest actions* 
For by this means, thou shalt soi 
double the band of nature, as thou 
shalt find them so many advocates 
to {dead an apology for tiiee behind 
thy baek. But shake off those glow- 
worms, I mean parasites and syco- 
phants, who will feed and fawn upon 
thee in the stunmer of prosperity ; but^ 
in an adverse storm, they will shelter 
thee no more than an arbour in winter. 

y. Beware of suretyship for thy best 
friends. He that payeth anotiier man's 
debty seeketh his own decay. But if 
thou canst not otherwise choose, 
rather lend thy money tiiyself upon 
good bonds, al^ough thou borrow it. 







01^ trMUrnxk^^mmi |«i^' pq^ ainatw 
Im tiiirt^%a*hticftgwrc^iBiiii|[iii% #ib«iffll 

yum iiiiiiij i i flu ^iiMi^ i^iiAftafpidblpM 
mmngs ter b^ilitorifcha* atok malaiit 
Idm thy compeer^ it is a base conqaest 
to triumph where there is small re- 
dstance. Neither attdbipt law against 
any man, before thou be fully resolved 
that thou hast right on thy side: and 
then spare not for either m<mey or 
Iiains. For a eause or two so followed 
and obtained, will free thee from suits 
a grea t jMtrt of thy life. 
VU. Be sure to keep some great 
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inaa thj friend, but trouble him hot 
for trifles. Compliment him often 
with many, yet small gifts, and of 
little charge. And if thou hast cause H 
to bestow any great gratuity, let it be 
something which may be daily in sight. ^ 
Otherwise, in this ambitious age, thou 
shalt remain like a hop without a 
pole, live in obscurity, and be made a 
football for every insulting companion . 
to spurn at. "*^ 

YIII. Towards thy superiors be 
humble, yet generous. With thine ^ 
equals, familiar, yet respective. To- h 



wards thine inferiors show much 
humanity and some familiarity; as to 
bow the body, stretch forth the hand, 
and to uncover the head, with such 
like popular compliments. The first "^ 
prepares tiiy way to advancement. 
The second makes thee known for ^~ 
a man well bred. The third gains a 
good report ; which, once got, is easily 
kept. For right humanity takes lAudi 
deep root in the minds of the multii- 
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tude, as they are more easily gained 
by unprofitable courtesies than by 
churlish benefits. Tet I advise thee 
not to a£Feot or neglect popularity 
too much. Seek not to be Essex: 
I shun to be Raleigh. 

IX. Trust not any man with thy 
life, credit, or estate. For it is mere 
folly for a man to enthral himself to 
his friend, as though, occasion being 
offered, he should not dare to become 
an enemy. 

X. Be not scurrilous in conversation, 
nor satirical in thy jests. The one 
will make thee unwelcome to all com- 
pany ; the other pull on quarrels-, and 
get thee hated of thy best friends. S'or 
suBpioioos jests, when any of tbeok 
savour of truth, leave a bittesness in 
the minds of those which are touched. 
And, albeit I have alrea^fy pointed at 
this inclusively; yet I think it neoes- 
sary to leave it to thee as a speinal 
caution fJ>eeau8e I have seen many so 

' prone to quip and gird, aa they would 
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rather lose their friend than their jest. 
And if perchance their boiling brain 
yield a quaint scoff, they will travail 
to be deUvered of it as a woman with 
child. These nimble fancies are but 
the froth of wit. -^ 
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SIB MATTHEW HALE'S ADVICE 
TO HIS GBANIM3HILDBEN 

COKOHBNIKG COMPANY, AND THB CHOIOB 

Of iTL-^Tltefe is* a certain magic or 
charm in company, for it will assimi- 
late, and make you like to them, by 
much conversation with them; if they 
be good company, it is a great means 
to make you good, or confirm you in 
goodness; but if they be bad, it is 
twenty to one but tiiey will infect 
and corrupt you. And therefore you 
must have a special care in the choice 
olrj^our company^ especially when you 
come abroad in the world, to Oxford, 
or the Inns of Court; for you must 
know that when a young gentleman 
or gentlewoman, especially if he or, 
she have an estate or fortune, comes 
abroad in the world, especially to the 
p2 299 
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Inns of Court, or Oxford, there are a 
sort of beastfl of prey that lie in wait 
for them, as wolves and foxes lie in 
wait for young lambs, namely, a sort 
of necessitouB and indigent sharks, 
gamestere, drinkers, and debauched 
persons; and these will attack you 
nnder forty disguises, if yoa foe not 
aware of them, and wiU confound 
you ; and therefore I must needs again 
and again give yon warning hereof: 
for these are a sort of harpies and 
ravene, that pursue your very life, or 
at least your estates and reputations, 
and yet many times under pretence 
6f love and kindness. 

First. — ^Therefttre be very wary and 
shy in choosing, and entertaining, ' <»r 
frequenting any (K»npany or 'COm- 
panions; be not too hasty in emn-' 
nutting yourself to them: stand off 
Kwhlle tUl you have inquired of some 
that you know by experience to be 
Mtiifol, what they are; observe what 
eMupttiQF th^ keep ; bis not too MU^ 
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ta gain acqiiamtaiic0» but stand off and 
)(eep a distance yet ivnrhile, till 70a 
iiave observed and learnt touoMng 
them. Men or women that are greedy 
<>£ acquaintanoe, oc hasty in. it» are 
oftentunes snared in i|i o^m^aQy bef (Vre 
fthey ate aware, and entangled :so that 
4ih^>:eannot easily get loose £rom> it 
attar when they wonld^ ■», 
A^Whaa you are sent to Oxford* 70a 
will be put nnd«i^ a; tutor that Is able 
iU> advise yx>u. The fisst thing I ^shatl 
•do^with youy it I.vUve to send f^Ott-to 
'the bins of Court, is to inquice ' i|iMi 
find o out. soQtne perison with whose 
•acquaintance I dare trust you ; finMUDi 
of disenetion, . fldeiity> and -prudenea 
fi^ford jrou entertam any new aoquainl}- 
ance in the university » advise willi;your 
tutor, whether, he f thinks him At • for 
yoUf and the like ^rpu are to do with 
lihat person that,! shall conunendy^ 
t0#iiWhen you.coma^to the Inns of 
Q9mt.rJFoT thejr-having moreescperi- 
enceralid more opportunity; toitaife|rfy 
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themselves therein, than you can have, 
wiU be able better to advise you in the 
choice of your company than you cfui 
yourselves. 

Secondly. — Do not choose for your 
friends and familiar acquaintance those 
that are of an estate or quality too 
much above yours. The incouvenienoes 
thereof are these. You will hereby 
accustom yourselves to live after t^eir 
rate in clothea, in habit, and in ex- 
penses, ■whereby you will learn a 
fashion and rank of life above yotir 
degree and estate, which will in the 
end be your undoing. Or, if you live 
not up to their rate of clothes, diet, or 
AxpMUKi you shall b« 4eB]^sed'fewtii W 
tiram:and others; so t^t whieb 4«7 
loerer you take, yon shall bti « fmiti 
tnrbe esteemed b6 by'aU that obMtfrA 
ytnu "ThOTefore' give' idQ pOTamuc of 
higher rank or greater estxtCf than 
ydurselves all due reepeet; but' snake 
not . ehoice of aueh far your iutinate 
^e^uaintance; ' or ' daily companionK"' ■ 
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Hiirdly. — On the other side, consort 
not'uHth beggaiyy' bane^ov neceesitonfl 
companions; for these will be both to 
yimr discredit and disprofit ; for it is 
a tiiousand to one but they will mtike 
a prey of you. It is'troe, they will 
flatter you, and give ydu goodly tildes 
(esqnire at the lea»t)'$:they will set yon 
ttp at the upper end of the table ; but 
the design all the while is to shark 
ufion yoUf to make you pay their 
reckoidngs, and supply their wantis. 
indeed you shall be honoured by them, 
ixi Outward appeaaraliiBe, as the best 
maH' in the company, but you must 
pay for it, or. in a little time they 
will despise you. ' ' It is a lamieni^Ue 
sight to see how yomig gentlemei^ 
when they come to an university, or 
inns '<rf court, k>se^ themselves when 
they are listed compiBtbions with stage* 
I^yeJrs, tapsters, ostlers, fiddlers, 
common gamesters, threadbare poets, 
seryfaig^men, and such like. But if 
a mian be ingenuous, sober, ymimoWf 
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learned, it is no disparagement to have 
such a companion, though he he of a 
mean rank, or estate, or degree; for 
you will receive benefit, and no dis- 
credit, hy Buch a person's conversation 
and acquaintance. 

Fourthly. — By all means avoid the 
company of quarrelsome or choleric 
persons. Hectors, and those that they 
call swordsmen ; for if you keep com- 
pany with such persons, it is a thousand 
to one but you shall be qutirrelled with 
by them, or engaged in their quarrels 
with others. It is their business to 
make their companions like them- 
selves, and to instruct them in the 
rt^thodg of .quArrellixig. I hav», very 
Aften seen yoang gentlemen, by beic^ 
only ill the oompany of RQoh person*, 
hare been miserAfoly attangled tiaera^. 
l£.&penon foe kUl«d"Or hurt foythen^ 
or 1^ their means, all that are- iQ iha 
MHDpany, tboi^^ possibly innocent^ of 
tbo fact itself, yet «re liable to be 
^uai^oned, and sometimes fpr tiifiix 
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lives, for being in company where such 
disorders are committed; and it is 
scarce ]K>ssible for you to be free from 
the danger, of the law, if you are in 
company of those that commit them; 
for most assuredly you will be neces- 
sarily engaged in the quarrel, and so 
your lives may come in danger by the 
quarrel itself, or by the law, that spares 
no man that is a party in such a fact; 
yea, though you are innocent of the 
fact itself, yet being in that company 
that committed it, you can neither 
avoid ihe suspicion of being a partner 
in it, but you must be put upon your 
trial to clear yourself. These are the 
conunon and necessary inconveniences 
of such company; and the only way 
to avoid these and the like incon- 
veniences, is wholly to avoid such 
company. 

Fifthly. — And what I have said con- 
cerning your quarrelsome company, I 
say concerning intemperate drinkers, 
or debauched companions: you must 



avoid them, as you will avoid the com- 
pany of him that is infected with the 
plague, and the reasons of it are these 
that follow. It is a thousand to one 
bat they will corrupt you into the 
same quality and ill condition with 
themselves: there is a kind of magic 
or witchcraft in evil company, that 
makes others like themselves. They 
will use all the tricks and artifices 
imaginable to make you drink to 
excess, or debauch you, and when they 
have once got but one such advantage 
upon you, you are for ever their slave 
(without a miracle of divine providence 
and grace to deliver you from them), 
for they are masters of yonr credit^ 
and if you at any time after refuse to 
consort with them, they will publish to 
yonr frieods, to your relations, to yoor 
enemies, to the world, in what a condi- 
tion yon were once in their company. 
And the very fear of having your vices 
published by them will make yon their 
■laves, and engage you to hold pace 
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with them m many disorders. When 
men are disordered with wine, or other 
liqnor, they put themselves out of 
God's protection, and are laid open to 
the management of the devil; th^ 
lose the conduct of their own reason, 
and are more ungovernable than brute 
beadts ; no villainy comes amiss, but 
they Are qualified to commit it. The 
i>laced Of Jtidicature which I have l<mg 
held in this kingdom, have given me 
opportunity to observe the original 
cause of most of the enormities that 
have been committed for the space 
of near twenty years ; and by a dtt^ 
observation I have found, that if the 
murders and manslaugfaterer, the bur* 
glaries and robberies, the riots and 
tumidts, the adulteries, fomicaticmi^ 
rapes, and other great enonnities, tiiai 
have hapi>ened in that time, were 
divided into five parts, four of theni 
have been the issues and product of 
excessive drinking at taverns, or ale- 
house ineetings. Therefore, if you 
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meet any person given to excess of 
drinking, if he invite you to go to 
a tarem or alehouse, or any such 
house of disorder, or if he begin to 
set you, or any else, into a posture 
of drinking, remember that your 
grandfather tells you such a person 
is not for your company ; you must 
avoid him and his company, for he is 
laying a snare for you, to betray you 
into all kinds of villainy, to bereave 
you of your reputation, your estate, 
your innocence, to withdraw you from 
your duty to Grod, to put you out of 
his blessing and protection, to make 
you a perpetual slave, to expose you 
to all kinds of Miormitaes and PuwM<ef»< 
bad solicits you to onman yowvelf. 
and put you mto a baaM> rank of 
bwngs than 'the very brutes . them- 
Mlves. If you yield to su«h aoUcita- 
taona, it is a. thousand to on0 but-yon 
Itre undone. 

But if you hare that resolutiMi and 
eoiuage to deny them^t flrat, and .to 
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decline each companions and solicita- 
UouBy thede vermin and pests will give 
you over as not for their purpose ; and 
if they do persist in it, yet such a 
resolute denial by you against their 
company and practices, will enable 
you witii more and more courage and 
success to reject them thereafter, and 
to make their attempts to pervert^you 
insignificant and ineffectuaJ. 

Sixthly.-^ Avoid that company that 
you find or observe are given to pro- 
fane swearing or cursing, to blaspheme 
Gk)d, or the Holy Scriptures; that 
choose to make demonstration of their 
wit, by making jests of the Scripture 
phrases or passages, by deriding of 
religion or religious persons. This is 
a pitiful, sordid indication or employ* 
ment of wit. Commonly such persons, 
whatever they pretend to, are indeed 
bold and confident enough, but yet of 
narrow, unfurnished understandings! 
and are the rankest fools in the worldi 

Seventhly.— But make 6hbice of t£os«$ 
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for your companions and confidants, 
that are sober, prudent, frugal, pious, 
and learned ; such men's discourse, 
conversation, and example, will hab- 
ituate you to virtue, wisdom, and 
f^oodness, as much and oftentimes 
much more than a man's own reading 
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of company. Some affect such com- 
pany a* are younger than thenuelTes, 
and are aaoh as have less learning, 
^udenoe, or understanding, than they 
themselTes hare; and tlm they do, 
not so much to inform and better 
them, for then it is a worthy design, 
but out of a natural desire to be ^e 
beet, and the wisest, and the leamedest 
in ^e company they choose, and to 
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oTermatch any of them therein. But 
this is, though a harmless, yet an im- 
pprudent choice of company ; for such 
a man shall never advance much in 
knowledge, wisdom, or goodness, th^t 
converseth only with such as are no 
proficients therein. There be that 
choose such for their companions, that 
are equals, in age, and parts, or educa- 
tion, to them; and this is a much 
better choice than the former ; because 
natural emulation in equals many 
times advanceth learning and wisdopi, 
and goodness, especially if there be ^ a 
wise inspector and superintendent to 
all the company; and besides, equality 
of age and education seems a common 
natural invitation to copsortship and 
acquaintance, and therefore it is by 
no means wholly to be condemned, but 
rather much to be cherished, if th^y 
are no otherwise than, good and vir- 
tuous. Again, there be others titiat 
neither disdain the company of iii- 
f eriors either in age or parts, nor 
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decline conversation with their equals, 
and do yet choose a more intimate 
acquaintance and sssidoity of oonver- 
sation with those that are more ripe 
than themselTee in learning, in age, 
in experience, in wisdom, prudence, 
piety, and virtue. 

And certainly there is a great 
advantage to young gentlemen and 
gentlewomen in this kind of choice ; 
because it gives them many greater 
advantages, both by instruction and 
example, than the other choices; and 
the advances of virtue and goodness 
are attained hereby with greater 
security and stability, and with greater 
Aud readier opportnnitieB. 

And therefore, where the eompanies 
we innocent and good, though I would 
not have yon despise the conTersatdoh 
M'yotir inferiors, nor neglect the eoa>- 
Tc^sation of your equals in age and 
proficiency, yet I do advise yon to 
UAke that your mtrnt eligible cfmi- 
pony that exceed you in l^Ee, learning, 
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and experience, ieuad choose out of that 
number a person for your principal 
confidant, and intimate acquaintance, 
still taking care that he be a sober, 
pious, and virtuous man. 

Eighthly. — ^You must take notice that 
there is a great difference to be made 
between these three— namely, an ac« 
quaintance, a companion, an intimate 
friend. For I may choose such a man 
for my acquaintance, which yet I 
would not choose to make my ordin- 
ary companion; and such a man for 
my ordinary companion, which yet I 
would not make my choice and inti- 
mate friend ; so that such a friendship 
is of a narrower consideration than 
an ordinary companion, and such a 
companion is of a narrower conaidera^ 
tion than an acquaintance. Therefore, 
although I would not have you too 
hasty in being acquainted, nor yet to 
multiply your acquaintance too much, 
for that may be troublesome, charge- 
able, and inconvenient to you; and 
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although in the choice of your ac- 
quaintance, I would have you avoid 
aJl such kind of persons as I have 
before in this chapter warned you to 
forbear, yet I cannot advise you better, 
especially when you come to some 
ripeness of age, than to propound to 
you that course, ^rhich I knew an ex- 
cellent person to observe, who, though 
he made choice of few ordinary com- 
panions, and fewer intimate friends, 
yet did single out some for acquaint- 
ance, that might be useful to him in 
all the concerns and instances of his 
life : he selected such or such a person 
for his physietan or apothecary; moh 
or Boeh a person for fais lawyer <v 
attorney : such a person for advice or 
anistuioe in building, surveying, plant- 
ing, hofibuidry and the like; and in 
tlds used a great deal of prudence in 
hiadioice; and as any occasions offered 
themselves, so he applied severally to 
those men for their assistance, and was 
not to seek for advice or asaartanee 
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upon any such emergency: and of 
these^ as he made his choice with great 
oondideration and prudence, so he rarely 
changed those he had thus chosen for 
their assistance upon variety of occa- 
sions. And this may be convenient 
to be done by any man of estate and 
business in the world. 

^ CiOKOBKNIKG TOUB CABBIAOB TO YOUR 

Infbriobs, Sufsbiobs, and Equals.— 
Before I shall fall to particulars, I shall 
spend a few words in general, touching 
your carriage to all men. 

First. — ^Tou must know, that there 
is no person that lives, but may, at 
some time or other, have occasion to 
make use of another's help and assist- 
ance or kindness ; and there is not the 
jEoeanest person in the world, but one 
time or other may have an opportunity 
of doing you a kindness or assistance. 

Secondly. — You must know there 

is no person in the world, though 

seemingly never so vile an object, but 

one time or otiier may have power or 

q2 m 
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opportunity to do you a miechief, or 
procure you some notable inconven- 
ience: these are truths that are most 
certain, though too little thought upon 
or minded by most men; therefore it 
will be your wisdom to keep s common 
fair carriage to all people of all ranks, 
and to make to yourself as few enemies 
as you can ; still remembering this 
saying of mine, that there is not the 
meanest person in the world, but once 
in your lifetime you may some way or 
other stand in need of his help, or that 
one time or other may have power and 
opportunity to do you a mischief; and 
therefore it will be your wisdom to 
oblige as many asi'yoo can, without 
detriment to yourself, and to ^s- 
oblige none without great neceuity. 
Ebop'b fables, though they seem but 
Ught and trivial, yet many of tiiem 
contain excellent morals ; I shall men- 
tion two to this piirpose. 

A little ant being fallen into the 
water, and like to be drowned, a pig«on 
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flying by, and observing the ant's ex- 
tremity, let fall a little branch into 
the water to relieve the. ant, upon 
which she got, and so saved herself 
and got to the land. A short time 
after, a fowler aimed to shoot the 
pigeon : the little ant being near hand, 
and remembering the kindness the 
pigeon had showed her, and observing 
the design of the fowler, bit him by 
the f oot» whereby the fowler lost his 
aim and the pigeon escaped. 

Again he tells us, that a lion sleeping 
in the forest, a little mouse running up 
and down awakened and so angered 
the lion, that the lion in a rage clapped 
his paw upon the mouse, intending to 
have crushed him: the fable tells us 
the mouse entreated the lion to spare 
him ; for, said he, if thou kill me, it is 
but an inglorious act for > lion to kill 
a mouse, but if thou spare pie, it is 
I>ossible it may be to thy advantage ; 
the lion thereupon let him go. Shortly 
after the lion was taken in a net that 

Ml 
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the hunters laid for him, and could by 
no means extricate himself; but the 
mouse passing by, and remembering 
the former kindness of the lion, bit 
asunder the threads of the net, and so 
delivered the lion. 

The fables show ns these few ob> 
servables: that many times small and 
inconsiderable instruments may pro- 
cure great benefits to a person far 
above them; and that an easy and 
cheap kindness may sit so close to the 
memory and mind of another, that it 
may procure from an inconsiderable 
instrument such a benefit as far exceeds 
such a kindness. 

Therefore I would have yon con- 
stantly observe these general mlea : 

First. — Never provoke the most 
inconsiderable person in the world 
nnnecessarily, or where yon can pos- 
sibly avoid it; for thereby yon make 
an enemy which may have an oppor- 
tunity to revenge himself, and to do 
yoa a great displeasure. 
SIS 
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Secondly. — ^And therefore use no con- 
tumelious words or language unneces- 
sarily of any man, nor any reproachful, 
slighting, or despising carriage towards 
him, neitlier deal injuriously with him : 
remember the old proverb, * a dog will 
have a day.' 

Thirdly. — Oblige as many as you can 
have occasion to converse withal, with 
such kindness as may well stand with 
your condition to bear or i>erform. 
There is a sort of kindness that does 
not cost a man much to do, which yet 
hath a great influence upon the affec- 
tions of men, and a man shall be cer- 
tainly a gainer and not a loser in 
doing them: as for instance, the put* 
ting off the hat to an inferior; kind 
words to him, or of him; foigiving 
and passing by some small trespass; 
lending a small matter to a man that 
wants, nay, sometimes bestowing it 
freely; reUeving a stranger or neces- 
sitous person with an abns; and a 
hundred such small kindnesses may 

24B 
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be performed without any damage to 
him that doth them, and yet many 
times it procures a return of far . 
greater advantage. I do not mean 
those rank kindnesses that uoreaaon- 
able men will expect, as to become 
bound for a man, or to lend or give 
him more than a man is able; for as 
touching such I shall give you a 
caution hereafter ; but I speak of 
those ordinary, easy, familiar kind- 
nesses and respects, which may be 
performed without any considerable 
damage to yourself. 

And in showing of these kindnesses, 
I would have you perform them cheer^ 
fully and readily, and they will oblige 
the more. It is a true saying of old 
Sir Francis Bacon, that for the most 
pfut, men are more taken with unpro- 
fitable courtesiee than with churlish 
benefits. 

Fourthly. — There is no one thing in 
the world that doth make a man more 
enemies, or doth disoblige more, than 
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a proud and haughty carriage; it is a 
tlJng that gives a general distaste to 
all mankind, and to aU dispositions) 
to poor and to rich, to great and to 
small, to them that are humble, and 
to them that are proud as they; and 
as it makeis a man many enemies, so 
it gives his enemies a great advantage 
against him, it makes a man ridiculous^ 
and ezposeth a man not only to hazard^ 
but also to contempt and scorn. 

On the other hand, a decent yet 
humble deportment, especially in a man 
of worth, place, and estate, makes 
almost every man his friend; but cer^ 
tainly it makes no man his enemy. 

Therefore in aU your deportment and 
carriage, avoid pride, haughtiness, 
arrogancy, contempt of others; and 
let your carriage be gentle, courteous^ 
and with a decent and heconnsig 
humility to aU men. 

It is true, the demonstration of 
humility is not of one and the same 
standard or measure unto persons of 

an 
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differing qualities ; namely, to superiors 
and inferiors. A man of a truly 
humble Bpirit and bumble carriage is 
not bound to show the same external 
tokens of respect to a beggar aa to a 
prince ; to a servant, as to bis master : 
but still there mast be a real humility, 
and perfect avoiding of pride in every 
instance; though the external demon- 
stration of that humility may, and 
must be varied, according to the 
variety of the condition of the person 
whom it concerns, I stand bare in 
the presence-chamber of the king ; but 
I do not BO in the presence-chamber 
of a lord. I stand bare to a great man, 
I put ofF my hat only to an equal, but 
I. do n«ther to one that begs an alitos 
of me ; yet I may in all use the same 
humility of mind, and also of deport- 
ment, though under a different cere- 
mony and external gesture. Cnstom 
liath made a differuice, and so may 
an humble man».and yet still be the 
same b i'^^ t** mj^n in all those differing 
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external postures, and as free from 
pride, not only in his mind but also 
in his carriage, when he talks with a 
beggar, as with a prince. 

And you must take this always along 
with you as a great truth, that pride, 
or haughtiness of mind or carriage, 
is not only displeasing to men, but 
displeasing to the great Gk>d of heaven 
and earth. I do not in my remem- 
brance find any expression in the Holy 
Scriptures, declaring so much indigna- 
tion of the glorious Qod against any 
one sin, as against pride. 'Surely he 
scometh tibie scomers, but he giveth 
grace unto the lowly': which text is 
rendered by St James and by St Peter, 
'God resisteth the proud, and giveth 
graee to the humble.' The Ghod of 
heaven sets himself against the proud, 
to abase ^d bring them down. A 
proud man hath the great God of 
heaven and earth for his enemy and 
opposer: and no man, no prince, no 
angel, can bear up against his opposi- 
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tion, which will most certainly over- 
match him. The short of all this 
general direction is this : I would have 
you have but few intimate familiar 
friends in whom you repose, especially, 
trust and confidence ; but yet have as 
many friends at large as you can, and 
as few enemies, and order your con- 
versation accordingly. 

Now, as to the particular directions. 
And first, in relation to your inferiors. 

Avoid in an especial manner all con- 
tentions, as much as you can, with 
inferiors; rather forgive and pass by 
a small injury than use any revenge, 
even by court of law or otherwise ; for 
if you prevail, you shall gain little by 
your victory where there is little to 
make recompense i and yon shall be 
counted an oppressor, or at best, a veiy 
hard and crael man; but if you be 
worsted, it will cast a very great con- 
tempt upon you, to be overmatched 
I^ your inferior. But if the case be 
<^ such a nature that you are in a 
8H 
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manner enforced to repair yonrfeielf, 
against an injury committed by yolir 
inferior (or indeed by any person); 
observe that you make not yourself 
your own judge or avenger, but com- 
plain to the civil magistrate. When 
you have gotten the better upon such 
a complaint, do not prosecute an 
inferior to the utmost extremity, but 
take a reasonable satisfaction; or if 
he be very poor, forgive it altogether : 
you have tibis great advantage by it, 
that by how much the more it was 
in your power to use your advantage 
upon hhn, by so much the more 
your mercy and goodness in for- 
giving him will appear and oblige him 
to you, and not only make him cau- 
tious of injuring you for the futurei, 
but also the more ready to serve you 
in all offices of kindness. Overmuch 
fttmiliarity will make them contemn 
and despise you, and on the other side* 
too much superciliousness and strange^ 
ness to them will Aiake them hate you; 
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therefore you must be careful to 
aT< d both extremes, and to that end 
ketjp a decent distance ; bat yet with 
demonstration of kindness, affability, 
and respect to them, according to their 
quality and condition. 

For instance, in relation to your 
servants, if you be too familiar with 
them, they will quickly be your fellows ; 
and on the other side, if you be over- 
imperious, insolent, and churlish to 
them, they will hate you, or at beat 
will never love you, nor be very faith- 
ful to you; you must therefore take 
oare that you carry yourselves towards 
them neither as your fellows nor your 
Blares, but with a distance, yet a decent 
and beooming distance, carrying . with 
it a suitable respect to them ; and by 
this means they will both fear and love 
you. Never use any words or earriage^ 
that may savour of contumely, re- 
proach, or scorn, to the moat inferior 
persooB in the world, no, not to a 
beggar. If. you do not give them aa 
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alms, tell them so, but give no 
reproachful words to the meanest 
person m the world* 

In relation to your equals observe 
these directions: Be courteous and 
respectful to them both in words and 
gestures; offer them the precedence, 
and take not place of an equal, unless 
it be earnestly pressed upon you; for 
such a small trifle will procure you 
many friends, and will not abate any 
thing of your respect. It is a foolish 
and ridiculous thing for any man or 
woman to be contending or shuffling 
for precedence. Give it to any, rather 
than take it against their mind. It 
will not abate the value that others 
will have of you, and among wise and 
discreet persons it will give you the 
reputation of a discreet person. In 
your choice of a companion, rather 
choose an equal than an inferior or 
superior. But touching this, I shall 
say more in the next general head. 

In relation therefore to superiors. 
B 267 
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Superiors are in eeveral kinds: as 
superiors in age; superiors in estates; 
superiors in authority, as magis- 
trates; superiors in place, as noble- 
men ; superiors in relation, as parents, 
husbands, masters : and touching your 
carriage to all superiors, observe these 
directions. 

First. — Give all due respect and 
reverence to your superiors; as by 
uncovering the head, making obeis- 
ance, giving them the place and pre- 
cedence, giving them leave to speak 
before you, not catching the words out 
of their mouths before they have done 
speaking, as the fashion of some giddy 
people is. These, and the like denum- 
etrationB of respect, cost you nothing, 
and yet many times are of great ad- 
vantage, and always are wdl taken. 

Secondly. — Contend not with a 
gaperior about a trifle, hot rather pan 
it by without taking notice of it; 
neither willingly upon any account go 
to law with them, unless it be apon a 
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great in jury, and such as yotir eondi« 
tion or estate cannot well bear; and 
even in such cases use all due applica^ 
tion, either by yourself or by the 
mediation of others, to compose the 
difference; for as always lawsuits are. 
troublesome^ and hazardous, and ex- 
pensive, so they are much more such, 
where an inferior contends with a 
superior in estate, place, or authority ; 
for if you are worsted, you are in 
danger to be over-run by the power 
of the adversary, and though you 
prevail and have the better in the suit, 
yet you make him an implacable enemy, . 
that will be always watching an oppor- 
tunity to be quits with you, and, one 
time or other, it is a thousand to one 
but he will do you a displeasure. There- 
fore let your suit at law, with a man 
greater or more {powerful than yourself, 
be your last refuge, and that in case 
of great and extreme necessity. 

Thirdly. — Never make a man that 
is much your superior in wealth or 
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honour your ordinary companion, for 
the reasons given before in the fore- 
going chapter. 

Fourthly. — Visit your superior at hia 
house sometimes, to testify your re- 
spect; but let it be very seldom, and 
that not at meals, but in an after^ 
noon: for your often visits will be 
bat troublesome ; and your visiting at 
meals, besides other inconveniences, 
will draw you into this great one, that 
you will draw the like inconvenience 
upon yourself, in which if you do not 
equal his, it ^11 make you ridiculous ; 
and if it do equal his, it will he too 
chargeable for you to bear. 

And what I say tonohing vigitB of 
superiors, I woold have you obeerve 
OS to equals; for one entertainmmt 
invites another, which if it fall out 
often, will be not only a perpetual 
tsoulile, but an occasion of excessive 
expense. If my fi^end come to me 
to eat with me uninvited, he must 
content himself with weloome, and 
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what he finds; but if it once come 
to an invitation, the preparation most 
be more costly than ordinary, or it 
answers not expectation. 

Fifthly. — ^And therefore never invite 
any great man to your house to an 
entertainment; for possibly his or- 
dinary meals are as good as your 
feast, or better, and then you shall be 
laughed at for your parsimony; and 
if you go to exceed, you shall be 
laughed at for your prodigality; how- 
ever your purse shall suffer beyond 
what it is well able to bear. 

8ixthly.-:-Never receive any kindness 
from any man, either superior or equal, 
which you are not able to repay with- 
out great charge and detriment to 
yourself ; for then you are in very 
gresA danger to be made his slave or 
his enemy: and, many times, great 
kindnesses from great men are but 
preambles to some great kindness to 
be done to them, and if they are dis- 
appointed therein they become the most 
b2 261 
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bitter enemies. I have oftentimes 
known, when extraordinary reBpeot 
and favours or kindnesses are shown 
from great men to their inferiors, that 
within a little time after, a message 
hath been sent, or desire made to be 
bound for him or to sell him such a 
parcel of land that lies convenient for 
him, or to do him such piece of service 
as is either unseemly or dangerous; 
and then the man that received the 
kindness is either so taken or mollified 
by the kindness received, that he must 
perform that which is requested ; or if 
he be so hardy as to deny it the great 
man becomes his great enemy. There- 
fore be wary how yon receive great 
kindnesses from great men, lest they 
be attended with an expectation ot 
such services from you, as are rither 
unfit, or unsafe, or inconvenient to be 
performed by you. 

Seventhly. — It is an excellent rule 
of Sir Francis Baeon to his son, that 
if Hiere be occasion for an inferior to 
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make a present to his superior, that it 
be not too costly, nor such as is in 
danger to be quickly forgotten; but 
the present to be small, and such as 
may have continuance and always in 
view, as some slight picture, or a staff, 
or a book : but never present a judge 
with any thing of what kind soever; 
for if he be wise and just, he will 
suspect your business, and reject your 
present as a bribe ; and if he be unjust 
and receive your present, you may be 
overcome by your adversary, and so 
lose your gift and your cause too : and 
bribery is a base offence, both in the 
giver and in the taker. 

And thus much shall serve touching 
your civil deportment to your inferiors, 
equals, and superiors. 
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ADVICE OP WILLIAM, EARL OF 
BEDFORD, TO HIS SONS 

iGNOBJkKCB and vice are the usual 
effects of an unlearned and undis- 
ciplined education. Of my pas- 
sionate desire to free you and your 
brother from both these, I suppose I 
have given you and the world sufficient 
testimony, sure I am, I have satisfied 
myself; and you may guess ho w violent 
my longings are to advance your piety 
and understanding, that is, to render 
you perfect men, in that, death is only 
displeasing when I tliink of dying 
before I see this my desire accom- 
plished, or at least so far as my hopes 
may be greater than my fears: and 
as death every day makes his ap- 
proaches nearer and nearer (God knows 
how soon he will make a long separa- 
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tion between us); and in this other 
regard too, that whilst I live I shall 
alw^ays be with thee. Be this, then, 
received, either as a legacy for the 
will of a dying, or the advice of a 
living father, if it be observed or 
obeyed in either capacity, I shall think 
myself neither dead nor absent ; I put 
it into your hands with a prayer, that 
God will give it his blessing, and then 
you hare mine. 

It was the wisest saying of the wisest 
man. The fear of God is the beginning 
of wisdom. Holiness then is the intro- 
duction of all wisdom; so it shall be 
the first of my advice, fear God, and if 
holiness give knowledge, knowledge 
will give thee happiness, long life, 
^riches, sod honour. Length of days is 
in the right hand of wisdom, and in 
her left hand are riches and honour, 
said the wise King: how exalted a 
thing, then, is religion, which ia the 
mother of so great blessings, and who 
will pity thy complaints for the want 
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of any of these, if they be obtained by 
the pleasure of (that which will also 
crown thee with heaven) an holy life ; 
be pious, and thou art all these ; fear 
Ood, and thou shalt not fear man, or 
devil, for it will set thee above the 
reach of fortune, or malice. 

Rbligion.— For thy religion, distin* 
guiah not thyself by, be not factious 
for, nor serve under any sect whatso* 
ever; be thou a Christian, the most 
pure, certain, noblest worshipper of 
God of all others. But if thou art 
pressed to give up thy niune to any 
one profession, inquire after and 
embrace that whose principles con* 
duce most to piety, that which comes 
nearest the doctrine of Christ. And 
in the examination of questions in 
religion, though I am no divine, yet 
I dare venture to guide your conscience 
thus far. Be careful still to search into 
the consequences of a doctrine; rely 
i?ipon the Scriptures, which are, with- 
out exposition, plain, and which, if they 
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offer injury to the attributes of Crod, 
rendering them such as we should 
abhor ourselves to be, or if they open 
the gate to looseness and profaneness, 
by no means give them entertainment. 
Lastly, labour diligently to find the 
truth when Qod shall enable you with 
abilities for that great work, for I 
would not have you owe your religion 
to your education only; and for your 
encouragement to the search of this 
truth, heedfully remember the most 
excellent saying of our blessed Saviour, 
' If any man will do his will, he shall 
know of the doctrine whether it be 
of Grod or man.' God never denied' 
himself to him thafc sought bitn by) 
prater and holiness of life. And 
when yon have thus happily f(>tind 
this divine truth, embrace it sin- 
oerely, and follow it constant^, aod 
be sure to gfive it hononr by your 
conversation. 

LOTALTT.— Next to the fear of God, 
the Apostle commands honour to the 
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Kingi which if it be not the sum of 
the second table, as the other is of the 
first, it cannot be denied to be the 
principal and main pillar thereof. And 
let me tell thee, if thou dost honour 
thy father and thy mother, thou canst 
neither be rebel nor schismatic, disloyal 
to the sovereign power, or disobedient 
to the church. 

Duty to Parents. — As for your 
dnty to me, I doubt not but it will 
grow up with your understanding ; 
and when you know how nice and 
curious my care hath been over your 
education, even to the least circum- 
stance, my prying into your inclina- 
tion, observing the bent of your soul, 
her very first putting forth, heighten- 
ing the good, and checking the ill, 
placing guards upon your senses and 
conversation, not only pointing out 
the way to virtue, by putting your 
feet into it, and teaching you to tread 
it (I speak not of fashioning or 
adorning your body, for I would not 
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have you to measure my love and care 
by gay clothes, noble diet, and recrea- 
tion, though you enjoyed these in 
some measure); when you come to 
kno'w and judge of this, I have reason 
to expect, and therefore may boldly 
chaUenge, that If you were to choose 
a father, you would seek me out. 
Should you now so behave yourself, 
that as if I were to choose a son, to 
adopt a gentleman into my family to 
inherit my name and fortunes, you 
only I should pitch upon ; besides the 
joy of beholding it, I should have a 
requital even to my wish. Nor were 
it possible for you to die in my 
debt for your education, if you ob- 
serve this, with like care to bring up 
your children also, if it shall please 
God to give you that blessing; and 
because I have an ambition to oblige 
posterity, I do here charge this duty 
upon you, that you also lay the like 
charge upon yours, and they on their 
children successively. For ingenuous 
272 
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manners first made us noble, marked 
out and advanced our family first to 
honour; with equal reason and more 
faciUty, will such manners preserve 
us noble, which is most certainly 
effected by education, otherwise the 
estate I leave you will be but as rich 
trappings upon an ass, and render you 
more ridiculous: wherefore, whatso- 
ever you leave your heirs (and now I 
speak to your posterity in you), be sure 
to give them a learned and liberal 
education; there being, in my judg- 
ment, no other way to secure you from 
falling from honour, and the despite 
of fortune. This which I have said 
concerning your duty to me, is also 
applicable to the memory of your 
excellent mother, for a personal ob- 
servance you cannot pay her. I most 
strictly charge you often to call to 
mind, that you and your brother have 
entered into a solemn engagement 
unto me, under your hands, to imitate 
the honours and excellencies of that 
8 2f78 
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dear saint, the best of wivee, the best 
of mothers and friends. Be religious 
in the performance of it, as you ex- 
pect my blesBing. Remember she 
had more pangs in your bringing up, 
than bringing forth, and she hath been 
an excellent nurse to your mind, re- 
garding more the health and straitness 
of that, than of your body, though this 
were cared for with the greatest tender- 
ness imaginable. The truth is, you owe 
Aer so much, that you cannot clear 
your obligation by any other way ; 
nothing can discharge you, and acquit 
you to her also, but by being such to 
yours, as she has been to you, and 
thus her memory is honoured, and I 
profess myself satisfied. 

AFEEonos TO Bbothbbb akd SiBTHIta. 
— ^As for your carriage towards your 
brothers and sisters, I must need say, 
that your natural kindness towards 
them now, gives me great hopes that 
you will be a loving brother here- 
aitxr. And be so, as you expect the 
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blessing of God, and my favour. Be- 
sides, your interest will require this 
from youy because a numerous, wealthy, 
and ancient family, entire, and agree- 
ing within itself with all its dependants 
and relatives, cannot easily be wronged 
in such a country as this. I know very 
well how little it can suffer, and how 
much it can do; but then it must be 
as I said, entire. The dying father^s 
bundle of arrows in the fable, has an 
excellent moral, to show how invincible 
love and union are. And that you may 
rightly understand me, this love of 
yours to them, must not only be in 
affectionate words, kind entertain- 
ment, and the like,, but in a hearty 
real performance of all good officei^ 
that may tend to the advantage of 
their estates and reputation; study to 
do them good, and stay not for oppor- 
tunities offered, snatch them rather 
and prevent their wishes. This is a 
noble way of obliging, and by this 
means you may make them your 

275 



EARL OF BEDFORD TO HIS SONS 

friends, a dearer name hy far than 
that of brother or sister, and which, 
perhaps, may be repaid to yours, 
though yourself may not need the 
return; for I must tell you, kind 
ofiices have been remembered when 
the bestower has been rotten: and a 
grandchild hath been thanked, some- 
times relieved, for the grandfather's 
kindness : insomuch as the courtesy to 
your brother may prove a charity to 
your child, think seriously of this, and 
remember it. But that I may be 
thoroughly understood in this advice, 
your love doth not end here, and I am 
not fully obeyed if you only love them 
m that mamier as I have expressed; 
you must endeavour that they love 
one another also ; to this end, be anre 
to put out the fire of discontent, if any 
appear, or but the smoke thereof, pre- 
sently, BO soon as it doth appear, and 
be careful to put it quite out, for 
smothered discontents break out after- 
wards with more violence. And herein 
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after my deceajse, you are to show the 
authority of a father, as well as the 
love of a brother to your family; for 
which purpose, you ought to enable 
yourself with those abilities of under- 
standing and judgment, tiiat you may 
be a person fit to be sought unto, and 
to be relied upon. This will give you 
authority, and upon a presumption, 
these bolii sides will be inclined to 
rest and settle, being confident that 
your equal affection will not suffer 
you to deceive them, nor your sound 
reason to be deceived yourself. 

Affection to Kindbbd.— This advice 
I must carry also into my next par- 
ticular that concerns your kindred, 
which, for the former reascms, you 
must also labour to preserve in amily, 
at least the major and better part of 
them, and it will reqtiire a very good 
skill, but once happily effected, it must 
needs bring you great reputation. Let 
your outward deportment be full of 
respect to all your kindted, but reserve 
82 2il 
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to yourself a eecret mark and character 
of each. And take heed of suffering 
them to come within you, yet thrust 
them not off ; gentleness, hut manned 
with discretion, will be sometimes 
necessary ; yet distance and gravity 
must presently step in to secure it 
from presumption, and protect it from 
abuse. I should say more concerning 
this, but I refer you to my more secret 
instructions, where you shall hav^ 
God enabling me, a particular of those 
friends and servants to your family, 
whose counsels you may follow, and 
whose service you may trust. 

You are now setting your foot into 
the world, but before you place it, 
look about you, and con^der that yoa 
can hardly set it but upon a snare, 
or a thorn, which calls upon you both 
f<w care, and courage : with these, 
tckke my experience for your guides 
and, if you follow not my directions 
exactly, which . free you from all 
danger, yet tread as near as you oan, 
9K 
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you shall suffer the less ; slip you may, 
fall you cannot. 

Manners. — ^I have observed that the 
greatest mischief to our manners, pro- 
ceedeth from a mistake of the nature 
of things; learn, therefore, first to 
make a right judgment of things; 
esteem not a feather, and slight a 
jewel ; know that nothing is beautiful, 
great, or your own, but only virtue 
and piety; riches are not great re-l 
venues, noble I^mises, money, or plate ; 
but not to want^hat which is necessary 
to support a moderate and ingenuous 
condition: that glory, is to be well 
spoken of for doing good; honour, a 
reverence for being virtuous; power 
and command, an ability to oblige 
noble persons ; nobility, heroic actions, 
or to be like noble ancestors : generosity, 
a natural inclination to virtue ; health, 
such a constitution of the body as 
renders the mind vigorous; beauty, 
a fair soul lodged in no unhandsome 
body; strength, not to be weary in 
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virtuous actions; pleasure, those pure, 
firm, lasting delights, which arise from 
those things alone which belong to the 
I understanding and soul. All which 
definitions of things are clean contrary 
to the vulgar conceptions, and, ftonse- 
qnently, not to be expected in their 
practice. 

Thy birth hath separated thee from 
the people; let thy actions also 
carry thee, and raise thee above 
them ; suspect all things they admire ; 
neither think their opinion, nor live 
their manners. They know not how 
to set upon each thing its due price 
and vaJue: learn you to do it, and 
accustom thyself betimes to entertain 
right and sound opinions, that they 
may grow up with thee, and by using 
thyself to think well, thou mayeat soon 
come to do well; and by frequency 
of well-doing It will, it may, at last 
become so habitual and natural, as 
that thou canst not but do well. Uiou 
canst not do otherwise ; or if at any 
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time you do ill, it may appear to be 
by constraint, or force, rather than 
from inclination. After you are able 
to judge of things, and have kept off 
the servile yoke which opinion hath 
laid upon most men, by imposing false 
names, and governing the world by 
that cheat, and that you can plainly 
see a rich man to want those things 
which he has, and a high content in 
poverty, discern a great man in all his 
Uberty, chamed like a slave to his lusts 
and idleness, and another free in his 
fetters : this done, to fit you for con* 
versation, receive these following direc- 
tions. First, because the eye doth 
make the first report of the man, and 
as she tells her tale, so for the most 
part the presence is liked or disliked, 
sometimes very unjustly. To avoid 
prejudice, be sure to put yourself into 
good fashion ; and, without flattery, I 
may tell you, but do not hear it with- 
out thankfulness to Gk>d, you have a 
body every way fit to bear a graceful 
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presence, answerable to your rank and 
quality. But take heed of affectation 
and singularity, lest you act the noble- 
man instead of being one. And whether 
you stand, sit, or move, let it be with 
such a becoming, pleasing gravity, aa 
that your very behaviour may com- 
mend you, and prevail for a good 
opinion with the beholder. Before 
you speak, let your mind be full of 
courtesy; the civility of the hat, a 
kind look, or a word from a person 
of honour, has bought that service 
which money could not. And he that 
can gain or preserve a friend, and the 
opinion of civility, for the moving of 
the hat, or a gentle look, and will not, 
is sillily severe ; spare not to spend 
that which costo nothing; be liberal 
(rf them, but be not prodigal, lest they 
become cheap, I remember Sir Francis 
' Bacon calls behaviour the garment of 
the mind; it is well resembled, and 
rightly express^ the behaviour I would 
have in proportion to a garment. It 



EABL OF BEDFORD TO HIS SONS 

mugt be fit, plain, and rich, useful 
and fashionable. I should not have 
advised you to such a regard of your 
outside, the most trifling part of maUi 
did I not know how much the greatest 
part of the world is guided by it, and 
what notable advantages are gained 
thereby, even upon some very wise 
men; the request of an acceptable 
person being seldom, or at least un« 
willingly, denied. Yet take heed of 
minding your behaviour too much, lest 
it pilfer from your consideration, and 
hinder action. It is at best but a letter 
of commendation, or, like a master of 
ceremonies, presents you to have audi- 
ence. If something be not well said or 
done, you are but a handsome picture^ 
the pageant or show of a man. 

Languagb.— The next thing that fits 
you for conversation, and is, indeed, 
chiefly to be laboured lor, is a graceful 
manner of speaking in a disdnct, wellr 
tuned voice without stammering, lisp* 
ing, stopping, or repetition. And let 
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these be your rules and caution in 
discourse ; be sparing of speech ; some 
do it to be suspected for wise men, yet 
do you speak sometimes that you 
may not be thought a fool. But let 
the little you utter be very much to 
the purpose, and, therefore, frame it 
within, before you set it forth, still 
observing the point of your discourse, 
and go to that directly. If it be a 
knot, untie it skilfully; always have 
respect to a grey - haired experience, 
and famed understanding, if such a 
-.^one be present. 

Let your language be clear, proper, 
significant, and intelligible, fitted to the 
subject, which, aa near as you cai^ 
should be according to the hnmour of 
the persons you converse with. And 
this being various, it is requisite that 
your abilities be various also. As in 
all things else, so in this of speech, be 
a strict observer of decorum. Speak 
not acholasticaUy to a lady, nor courtly 
to a plain man. And take heed of 
281 
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surfeiting the ears of your hearers, 
seeing that the best discourse, like 
sweetmeats, quickly cloys, if it become 
constant food; and like perpetual 
music, loses its charms. Therefore, 
still leave your company in an api>etite 
to hear more, baiting them sometimes 
with short offers, so cunningly as that 
they may invite you, and press you to 
speak on : did I fear in you a poverty 
of speech, or should you find at any 
time a slender stock, I should entreat 
you to a good husbandry; above all 
things avoid conunonplaces, they are j 
fulsome and ridiculous. 

If your genius leads you, and I 
hope it does, to affect a pleasantness 
of wit, this will charm and win upon 
all companies. And let me tell you, 
that a story, and a fit well-chosen tale, 
well told, has affected that which a 
more serious and wise debate could 
never accomplish. The Spanish are 
singular in this kind, which renders 
them the best company in the world. 
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And you have often heard me say, that 
it was the best muaic I ever heard in 
Spain. Their gravity in the narration 
sets off a story exceedingly well; imi- 
tate it if it be possible, and if you 
can, get the apparelling the same tale 
in a various dress ; that if you should 
chance to tell the same again, either 
it will not be known in its disguise, 
or it may again please, because of its 
variety; neither were it amiss if you 
sometimes seem to forget to show your 
dexterity that way. By no means 
'"affect scurrility, and whet not your 
wit on a duU adversary. It is no way 
generous to raise mirth or triumph 
aver a fool, whom to overcome can be 
no victory, when the contention itself 
was dishonourable. If you meet with 
a proud, vain, self-conoeited man, it 
may become you well to put such a 
one out of conntenanoe, so it be done 
handsomely, and like a person of 
honour, for all men are well pleased 
to see a vain man well rallied. 
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Be not dogmatical and peremptory 
in your opinion — it will be long before 
that become you ; but having spoken, 
as you think, reason, if it be not 
allowed of, speak it again, and leave 
it calmly to censure. Be very careful 
of falling into passion : for why should 
you be angry, that another is not able 
or willing to understand you. Let me 
tell you, it is the sign of a very feeble 
spirit not to be able to endure contra- 
diction; and therefore, if you have a 
mind to gain reputation upon any by 
dispute, try if he can be moved : if he 
may be, then anger him, but without 
offence ; you cannot wish for a greater 
advantage than his passion will give 
you ; for anger, in dispute, is like an 
unquiet horse in a dusty way,— it raises 
so much dust in the eyes of the under- 
standing, that it blinds it, and puts it 
;6ut. It will lay the enraged disputant 
so open, that you may hit him where 
you please, and he cannot piit by one 
fallacy. Besides, many have overcome 
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by suffering the enemy to beat him- 
aelf out of breath. But if you would 

I render yourself pleasing to any {>ersoa 
you have a mind to oblige, propose 
then auch a subject as you know he 
is very skilled in, most men being de- 
sirous and pleased to show their own 
excellency; and you will not lose by 

I it neither ; for the experienced soldier 
shall tell yoQ more of the art of war, 
and a well-practised lawyer of a judged 
case in law, in half an hour, tlian all 
the books of both professions teach 
you in a month, if, perhaps, at all. 
Again, if you have a desire to make 
a show of yourself, to discourse of that 
you are best known in, taks heed of 
rushing or breaking in upon it ; it will 
appear pedantical, and disoorer an 
affectation which you should carefully 
avoid: the slight of this must be by 
d^rees, approaches, and goinga about 
to steal upon the ai^fument, and draw 
some of the company insensibly to 
begin it. To shut up this particuUw, 
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take notice, that some men are good 
at a short turn, or quick reply, who 
languish and are tired in a large dis- 
burse; others are nothing quick at 
blknd, but yet their strength of reason 
tarings them up at last. Gould you 
join these both together, and make 
them one ability, you would soon 
appear a great master of language. I 
could wish you had the skill to main- 
tain paradoxes; not to that purpose, 
as some cross humorous wits employ 
them, merely for contradiction and 
ostentation, but for the sharpening 
and stretching of your wit, which, if 
discreetly and modestly handled, they 
will afford a sharp tickling delight, 
set you off handsomely, and render 
you, to quick apprehensions, very 
acceptable. If to these you add^ 
modesty of countenance an4 speech, 
in one of your birth and parts they 
will render your conversation sweety 
and charming. Therefore fail not, 
upon occasion, to be master oi a great 
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modesty ; but mtbal know when to 
be high ; and when you show it, let 
it be with gentle temper, in a sweet 
and well^commanded spirit. So that 
now, you being thus fitted with 
comely presence, and furnished with 
good language, sufBciency, and dex- 
terity of discourse: 

Bmplotment. — I will now oversee 
your employment, which at present is 
your study ; and I shall be less careful 
herein, upon a presumption of your 
tutor's care and sufficiency in the kind 
hath prevented me; however I shall 
tell you what I have beard a very 
learned man to speak concerning 
books and the true use of them. 

Yon are to come to your study aa 
to the table, with a sharp appetite^ 
whereby that which you read may the 
bettor digest. He that has no stomach 
to his book will very hardly thrive 
upon it 

And because the rules of study do so 
exactly agree with those of the tabl*. 
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when you are from your tutor, take 
ciftre that what you read be wholesome, 
and but sufficient. Not how much, but 
how good, is the best diet. Sometimes, 
for variety, and to refresh and please 
the palate of your understanding, you 
may read something that is choice and 
delicate; but make no meal thereon. 
You may be allowed also the music of 
poetry, so it be clear, chaste, and not 
effeminate. 

: After you have read a little, make 
a stand upon it, and take not more in, 
nor that down, till it be well chewed 
Bind examined. Gt> not to another 
thing until the first be understood in 
tome measure. If any thing stick with 
you, note down your doubts in a book 
for the purpose, and rest not till you 
bs satisfied, then write that down too. 

In your reading, use often to^ 
invert and apply that which you ob- 
serve applicable to some purpose : and 
if this change be a robbery, Ood help 
late writers. Sure I am, nothing to 
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my reason appears more effectual to 
raise your invention and enrich your 
und erstanding. 

After reading, remember, as from 
the table, so you rise from your book, 
with an appetite ; and being up, disturb 
not the concoction, which is infinitely 
improved by a rumination or chewing 
of the cud. To this end, recollection 
with yourself will do well, but a repeti- 
tion with another far better; for there- 
by you will get a habit of readily 
expressing yourself, which is a singular 
advantage to learning ; and by the very 
discoursing of what you learn, you 
again teach yourself; besides, some- 
thing nisw, and of your own, must of 
necessity stream in. 

For your choice of your books, be 
advised by your tutor; but, by my 
oonsent, you should not have above 
one or two at the most in every science, 
but those very choice ones. I will 
commend one book to you,— we begin 
with it when we are boys, yet it will 
202 
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become the oldest and gravest man's 
hand, — ^it is Tolljr's Offices; a most 
wise and useful book, where you shall 
have excellent philosophy excellently 
dressed. And those that are skilful in 
the language say, that the whole Latin 
tongue is there with all its purity and 
propriety. 

For the more orderly managing of 
your study, I would have you divide 
the day into several employments. 
Oreat and wise persons have given 
you the example. If you will have me 
dispose your time for you, I shall pro- 
portion it into three octaves: eight 
hours of which for sleep, comprehend- 
ing dressing and undressing; eight 
hours for devotion, food and recrea- 
tion, in which I comprehend visits and 
your attendance upon me; the other 
octave, give it constantly to your 
studies, unless business or like accident 
interrupt, which, if it shall, you must 
either recompense by the succeeding 
day's diligence, or borrow from your 
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recreation. But by no means entrench 
upon your hours of devotion, which I 
would have you proportion into little 
and frequent offices, to sw^eeten the 
spirits and prevent wearisomeness. 
Possibly even these hours also of de- 
votion may eometimes receive inter- 
ruption by travel or employment of 
necessity ; then your offices must he 
the less. You may likewise be deprived 
of the conyeniency of place : if so, yet 
steal a retirement — nothing must 
hinder you from withdrawing your- 
self, and a good man makes any place 
an oratory. But be sure no merry- 
meeting, pastime, or humouring of 
others, make a breach apon your daily 
exercise of piety — nothing bat evident 
neoeesity can dispense. 

Be not ashamed to ask if you doubt ; 
but be ashamed to be reproved for tlie 
same fault twice. 

Be constant in your course of 
■tudy; and although you proceed 
slowly, yet go on in your path; aaai- 
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duity will make amends at last. He 
that can but creep, if he keeps his way, 
will sooner come to his journey's end, 
than he that rides post out of it. 

Endeavour at the highest perfection, 
not only at your studies, but in what- 
soever you attempt: strive to excel 
in everything, and you may perform 
many things worthy of praise, nothing 
meanly. He that aims further than 
he can shoot, and draws with his ut- 
most strength, will hardly shoot short, 
at least deserves not to be blamed for 
short shootings 

Avoid night studies, if you will 
preserve your wit and health. 

Whether thou dost read or hear 
any thing —* indeed whatsoever you 
do-— intend what thou art about, and 
let not thy mind wander, but compel 
it to be fixed and present. If any 
other thought comes across thee in thy 
study, keep it off, and refer it to some 
other time: this wandering of your 
spirit you know I have often reproved. 
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therefore, whatsoever you do, do it, 
and nothing else. 

Suffer not thy memory to rest; 
she loves exerciBe, and grows with it ; 
every day commend something notable 
to her custody ; the more she receives, 
the better she keeps; and when you 
have trusted any thing to her care, 
let it rest with her awhile, then call 
for it again, especially if it be a fault 
corrected. You most not err twice; 
and by this frequent calling her to 
account, she will be always ready to 
give you satisfaction ; and the sooner, 
if what she was entrusted with was 
laid up orderly, and pat, as it were, in 
the several boxee of a cabinet 

If thoa wonldst seem learned* 
the best way is to endeavonr to be 
learned; for if thou dost not strive 
to be that which tbon. dearest to be, 
tiioa desirest to no puipoee, whieb 
gives me occasion to recommend this 
following advice to your especial 
legard. 
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It is an extreme vanity to hope to 
be a scholar, and yet to be unwilling 
to take pains : for what excellent thing 
is there that is easily composed? Its 
very difficulty doth imply, and, as it 
were, doth invite us to something 
worthy and rare. Consider it is a rose 
that thorns do compasa; and the for-i 
bidden object sharpens the desire in all 
other things. Thus a difficult mistress 
makes a lover more passionate; and 
that same man hates an offered and 
a prostitute love. I dare say, if leani* 
ing were easy and cheap, thou wouldst 
as much slight her; and, indeed, who 
would have any thing conmion with 
a carter or a cobbler? Something 
there is, doubtless, in it, that none but 
noble and unwearied spirits can attain 
her; and these are raised higher, and 
heightened by its difficulty, and wouM 
not gain her otherwise. Something 
there is in it, that no money or jewels 
can buy her. No, nothing can pur* 
chase learning but thy own sweat: 
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obtain her, if thou canst, any other 
way. Not all my estate can buy thee 
the faculty of making but one quick 
epigram — the trifling part of her ; 
wherefore I entreat thee, to raise 
thy spirit, and stretch thy resolu- 
tion. And BO often as thou goest to 
' thy book, place before thy eyes what 
crowns, sceptres, mitres, and other 
ensigns of honour, learning hath con- 
ferred upon those that hare courted 
her with labour and diligence; be- 
sides the rare pleasure of satisfaction, 
i„which, of itself, is an honorable reward. 
And let me tell thee, a learned holy 
man (and such a one would I fain 
have thee to be) looks like an angel 
in fleah — a mortal ohembim. And 
because letters are great disooTerers 
of the man, therefore, when you write, 
let your style be genteel, clean, round; 
even, and plain, unless the aubject or 
matter require a more manly and 
vigorous expression. I cannot allow 
you a curiosity, unless it be like a 



EABL OF BEDFORD TO HIS SONS 

lady's dress, negligently neat. Go not 
to counsel for every word, yet neglect 
not to choose. Be more careful to 
think before you write than before 
you speak; because letters pass not 
away as words do; they remain upon 
record, are still under the examina- 
tion of the eye, and tortured they are, 
sometimes, to confess that of which 
they were never guilty^ That is rare, 
indeed, that can endure reading. 
Understand the person well to whom 
you write. If he be your inferior or 
equal, you may give your pen the 
more liberty, and play with it some- 
times; but if to your superior, th^i 
regard is to be had to your interest 
with him, his leisiure, and capacity; 
all which will be so many caveats, and 
instructions to the humility, neaiaiesisi, 
and brevity of your style. You shall 
do well if, like a skilful painter, you 
draw your sense, and the proportions 
of your business, in a plain draft firsts 
and then give it colour, heightening. 
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and beauty afterwards ; and, if it be 
dulj considered, it is no such ^eat 
commendation to be praised for pen- 
ning a letter without making a blot. 
not in my judgment: therefore, after 
you have pondered and penned, then 
examine and correct. A negligent 
manner of writing, methinks, is a kind 
of an affront and a challenge, not a 
letter, to a person of distinction. Avoid 
all roughness, swelling, poverty, and 
looseness in your style ; let it be rather 
riotous than niggardly. The flowing 
pen may be helped, but the dry never. 
Especially shun obscurity, because it 
must go a-begging for an interpreter : 
and why should you write to entreat 
him to understand you if he can. Be 
tills year general rule, both in your 
writing and speaking, — labour for sense, 
rather than words ; and for your book, 
te^e this also, study men and things. 

Perhaps you wUl expect, after all 
these inatruotions, I should commend 
unto you some copy or example to 
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imitate. As for the Greek and Latin, 
tongaee, I leave it to your tutor^s 
choice. In the English, I know no 
style I should sooner prefer to your 
imitation, than that of Sir Francia 
Bacon, that excellent unhappy man* 
And to give you direction for all 
imitation in g^ieral, as well as of 
his style in particular, be careful so 
to imitate, as, by drawing forth the 
very spirits of the writer, you may, i| 
possible, become himself. Imitate him^ 
but do not mock him ; for the face of 
a bull, or a horse, is more comely, than 
that of an ape or a monkey, though 
the ape most resembles man, the most 
beautiful of all creatures : and, in that 
liegard, your own genuine and natural 
filyle may show more comely than an 
IVaitation of Sir Francis Bacon, if it 
lie not exactly done. I would have the 
imitator be as the son of the father, 
not the ape of a man; that is, to put 
cm the. likeness of a child, not of an 
ape: for the ape only imitates the 
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deformitiea and the ridiculous actions 
of man, the son represents all the 
gracea of the face, gesture, and every 
fig:ure of his father; and, in thia repre- 
sentation, be hath something of him- 
self too. I shall add but one caution 
more, and that is this — as he can never 
run well who shall resolve to set his 
foot in the footsteps of one that went 
before, so neither shall any man write 
well, who precisely and superstitiously 
ties himself to another's words. And 
with this liberty I wish you still happy. 
And such will all your studies be, 
if you constantly put in practice thia 
my last admonition, which I reserved 
pnrposely for this place. It is, that 
you be careful every night, before you 
go to bed, to perform your devotions, 
to withdraw yourself into your closet, 
or some private part of your chamber, 
and there call memory, your steward, 
to account what she has heard or read 
that day worthy of observation ; what 
■he bath laid up, what she spent; how 
902 
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the stock of knowledge improveB, 
where and how she decays. A notable 
advantage will this bring to your 
studies at present, and hereafter, if 
that way employed, to your estate. 
But if this course be strictly observed 
each night between God and your soul, 
there will the true advantage appear. 
Fail not, therefore, what employ- 
ment soever you have, every night, 
as in the presence of Ood and his holy 
angels, to pass an inquisition on your 
soul what ill it hath done, what good 
it hath left undone; what slips, what 
falls it hath had that day ; what temp- 
tation hath prevailed upon it ; and by 
what means, or after what manner. 
Ransack every comer of thy dark heart, 
and let not the least peccadillo, or kind- 
ness to a sin, lurk there, but bring it 
forth, bewail it, protest against it^ 
detest it, and scourge it by a severe 
sorrow. Thus each day's breach be- 
tween Ood and your soul being made 
up, with more quiet and sweet hope 
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thou mayest dispose thyself to rest. 
Certainly, at last, this inquisition, if 
steadily pursued, will vanquish all 
customary sins, whatever they be. I 
speak it upon this reason, because I 
presume thou wilt not have the face 
to appear before God every night con- 
fessing the same offence ; and thou 
wilt forbear it, lest thou mayest seem 
to mock God, or despise him, which is 
dreadful but to imagine. This finished, 
for a delightful close to the whole 
business of the day, cause your servant 
to read something that is excellently 
written or done, to lay you to sleep 
with it, that, if it may be, even your 
dreams may be profitable or learned. 
This you will fln^ by your own experi- 
ence, true, that things will appear 
more naked to the eye of the sonl, 
when the eye of the body is shut; 
which, tf^ether with the qniet of the 
night, that time ia rendered a most 
fit season for contemplation and oon- 
trivanoe. As a great advantage, not 
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only to your book, but health and 
business also, I cannot but advise and 
enjoin you to accustom yourself to rise 
early; for, take it from me, no lover 
of his bed did ever yet form great and 
noble things. Now, though I allowed 
eight hours for your bed, with the 
preparation to it and from it, yet this 
was rather to point out the utmost 
limits beyond which you should not 
go, rather than to oblige you to ob- 
serve such a proportion exactly. 
Borrow, therefore, of these golden 
morning flowers, and bestow them on 
your book. A noble person, of all 
others, has need of learning, and there- 
fore should contribute most time to 
it ; for, besides that it gilds his honour, 
and sets off his birth, it becomes his 
employment, which a nobleman, of all 
others, must not want, if he will secure 
his soul, honour, and estate, aU which 
are in most certoin danger from idle- 
ness, the rock of nobility^ considering 
the plenly <rf his table, and society. 
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with all sorts of temptation ; if, there- 
fore, be be a bard student, he is not 
at leisure to be vicious ; the devil knows 
it is to no purpose to tempt a busy 
man ; be always, therefore, employed ; 
and because some are triflingly active, 
that you may not with them he idly 
busy, your book will instruct you 
how. Did you but hear the com- 
plaints of excellent personages, for 
missing of that opportunity which you 
are now master of; or could you bat 
suppose yourself old and ignorant, how 
tender would you be of the loss of 
one minute, what would you not give 
to return to these years you now 
enjoy? Let this consideration sink 
deep and settle in you. Be more curious 
of the expense of your time than of 
jrour gold: -time being a jewel whose 
worth is invaluable, whose loss is 
irreparable; therefore secure Uie 
present time, that you may not here- 
after lose more by a vain bewailing 
of the past. Now, because, the best 
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of learning is to study yourself , and 
I have reason to believe I have some 
skill in you, having so curiously ob- 
served your nature and inclination, I 
shall make some useful discourse in 
order to this knowledge, by which you 
may both see your defects and amend 
them. 

YouBSBLF. — ^The most profitable and 
necessary knowledge in the world is to 
know and study thyself ; wherefore, 
with all the plainness, sincerity, and 
observation you can make in your 
best temper of mind and body, lay 
yourself open to yourself ; take an 
impartial survey of all your abilities 
and weaknesses, and spare not to ex- 
pose them to your eye by writing, 
which I conceive is the best done by 
framing your own character, and so 
to draw the picture of your mind, 
which I reconunend to your yearly 
practice during your * life. This, 
if you flatter not yourself, will be 
your best looking^lass, and must 
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needs have a eingular influence upon 
your religioD, and serFe your soul ex- 
tremely well to very high purposes ; 
for by this means, your growth or 
decay in virtue will be discovered, and, 
ooDBequently, ways for the increase of 
that growth, or for repairing those 
decays and breaches in the soul, will 
more readily be found out, and more 
easily cured. When you have found 
both your forces and infirmities, then 
look with one eye upon them, and 
with the other on the realms you live 
in, whereby, comparing yourself with 
the geueral state of affairs, you shall 
soon discern whether there may be 
a correspondmey and oonq>lianoe be- 
tween you and them, that yon may 
thereupon either draw yourself within 
your private waJls, to enjoy the hfq>pi- 
nenft of an holy, quiet, and innocent 
repose, in case the times are rough 
and dai^erouB to sail in; or else, if 
calm and suitable, to engage yours^ 
in some public employment, for the 
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service of your country and advance- 
ment of your family : though, if I may 
guess at the future constitution of your 
mind by what I observe at present, 
were the times never so oahn and 
inviting, you should not be easUy 
enticed to embark yourself into the 
world or engage in busy and great 
employments. Tour best course, in 
my judgment, were to say your 
prayers at home, manage your little 
affairs innocently and discreetly, and 
enjoy, with thankfulness, what God 
has bestowed upon me. But it may 
so happen that your inclinations 
may be active, and your parts corre- 
spondent, and that good fortune may 
fbid you out in your privacy, and court 
you to employment, — if she does, refuse 
her not, but embrace her with these 
cautions : First, be sure to ballast your- 
self well, by calling in to your aid all 
the advantages of learning, art and 
experience; then consider to fit your 
sails to the bulk of your vessel, lest 
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you prove a slug, or overset. And 
because commonwealths have their 
shelves and rocks, therefore get the 
skill of coasting and shifting youi- sails : 
I mean, to arrive at your journey's end 
by compassing and an honest com- 
pliance. Yet, if honesty be the star 
you sail by, doubt not of agood voyage, 
at least be sure of a good harbour. 
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